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ABSTRACT 

 

EVALUATION OF ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 

CHARACTERISTICS OF BEKĠRBEYLER HOUSE IN KULA, MANĠSA 

 

Bekirbeyler House is located in Cami-i Cedit district of Kula, Manisa. It stands 

out with its large scale, well preserved plan organization, authentic elements such as 

projections, cupboards, windows, platforms, and decoration program. 

The aim of the study is to assess the architectural heritage characteristics of 

Bekirbeyler House, considering the data collected from the house through site survey, 

and archive and historical research. It is important to understand the plan layout, spatial 

relations, architectural elements and construction technique of the house so that the 

characteristics that makes the house special among the other Kula houses and Ottoman 

houses in Anatolia can be made clear. 

For this reason; firstly, field survey and archive research were completed. The 

field survey consists of sketching, taking simple measurements such as width, length 

and height of spaces and some major elements, and photographing with pictorial and 

rectification aims. The archive survey includes research at Kula Municipality and 

Regional Conservation Board. The data gathered was classified under two main 

thematic headings: spatial and constructional. Formation of conventional measured 

drawings based on simple measurements, mapping, single image rectification and 

thematic table preparation were the techniques used. The characteristics of the houses in 

Kula Urban Site and Ottoman houses in Anatolia, as revealed in historical research, 

were compared with Bekirbeyler House.  

As a result of the study, the unique, rare and authentic features of Bekirbeyler 

House were documented and defined. The building is unique in terms of its large scale 

and it has sustained majority of its architectural characteristics. Today, because of 

abandonment and lack of funding for restoration, the building is in danger of being lost. 

This study will be a source of data for the restoration design of the building and will 

contribute to the conservation of the building’s specific heritage features. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

v 

 

ÖZET 

 

MANĠSA, KULA’DAKĠ BEKĠRBEYLER EVĠNĠN MĠMARĠ MĠRAS 

ÖZELLĠKLERĠNĠN DEĞERLENDĠRĠLMESĠ 

 

Bekirbeyler Evi Kula’daki (Manisa) Cami-i Cedit Mahallesi’nde bulunan ve 

büyük ölçeği, iyi korunmuĢ plan organizasyonu; çıkmalar, dolaplar, pencereler, sekiler 

gibi özgün elemanları ve süsleme programı ile öne çıkmaktadır. 

Bu çalıĢmanın amacı arazi çalıĢmaları, arĢiv ve tarihi araĢtırmalardan elde 

edilerin verileri de dikkate alarak Bekirbeyler Evi’nin mimari miras özelliklerinin 

belirlenmesi ve değerlendirilmesidir. Anadolu’daki diğer Osmanlı evlerinin ve Kula 

Evleri arasında Bekirbeyler Evi’ni özgün özelliklerini belirleyebilmek için öncelikle 

yapının plan düzeni, mekansal iliĢkileri, mimari elemanları ve yapım tekniğini anlamak 

önemlidir.  

Bu nedenle, öncelikle, alan araĢtırması ve arĢiv araĢtırması tamamlanmıĢtır. 

Alan araĢtırması, eskizlerin çizilmesi, en, boy ve yükseklik gibi mekanın basit ölçüleri 

alındı, bazı önemli ve dolap sistemi gibi büyük mimari elemanlar düzeltme 

programlarında üzerinde çalıĢmak üzere basit ölçüleri alınıp özel olarak 

fotoğraflanmıĢtır. ArĢiv çalıĢması, Kula Belediyesi’nde ve Koruma Bölge Kurulu’nda 

yapılan araĢtırmaları içerir. Toplanan veriler mekansal ve yapısal olmak üzere iki ana 

tematik baĢlık altında sınıflandırılmıĢtır. Basit ölçüye dayalı, konvensiyonel rölöve 

çizimi oluĢturulması, haritalama, tek resim düzeltimi ve tematik tablo oluĢturulması 

yöntemlerinden yararlanılmıĢtır. Kula ve Anadolu’daki Osmanlı konutlarının tipik 

özellikleri tarihsel araĢtırmalarla ortaya konmuĢ ve Bekirbeyler Evi ile 

karĢılaĢtırılmıĢtır. 

ÇalıĢmanın sonucunda, Bekirbeyler Evi’nin benzersiz, nadir görülen ve özgün 

özellikleri belgelenmiĢ ve tanımlanmıĢtır. Yapı büyük ölçeği ve özgün mimari 

özelliklerinin büyük kısmının hala mevcut olması bakımından benzersizdir. Terk 

edilmiĢlik ve restorasyonu için maddi kaynak eksikliği, yapıyı kaybolma tehlikesiyle 

karĢı karĢıya bırakmıĢtır. Bu çalıĢma, binanın restorasyon tasarımı için veri kaynağı 

olacak ve miras özelliklerinin korunmasına katkıda bulunacaktır. 
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CHAPTER 1 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Conservation of historical houses and settlements has been extensively discussed 

since 1970s, as revealed in the important number of documents adopted by the 

ICOMOS (1975a, 1975b, 1982, 1987, 1999a, 1999b, 2008, 2011) and its national 

committees ICOMOS Australia 1981; ICOMOS Canada 1983; ICOMOS Brazil, 1987; 

ICOMOS New Zealand, 2010). 

The ICOMOS (The International Council on Monuments and Sites) is a non-

governmental international committee established in Warsaw in 1965. Its aim is to 

develop principles, techniques and policies for conservation and evaluation of historic 

monuments and sites, and to support and guide related research. The ICOMOS CIVVIH 

(International Committee on Historic Towns and Villages) is a sub-committee of 

ICOMOS that has been established in 1982 (ICOMOS CIVVIH, 2013) for the 

protection of historic towns and villages. ICOMOS Turkey is represented with three 

members in this international scientific committee (ICOMOS Turkey, 2013).  

There is also a national committee composed of the same members. This 

committee works for the promotion of immobile cultural heritage in Turkey at 

international level and for the development of international relations through culture 

through activities focused on historic towns and villages of Turkey.  

In addition, a second sub-committee, the ICOMOS CIAV (the International 

Committee of Vernacular Architecture) (ICOMOS CIAV, 2013), fosters conservation 

activities specific to vernacular buildings. The ICOMOS Turkey represented with a 

single member in this committee, has a national scientific committee with the same 

name (ICOMOS Turkey, 2013). 

In turn, conservation of historic towns and villages, and houses as their primary 

elements as a part of the world’s cultural heritage is an important issue both at 

international and national level. 

This study considers Bekirbeyler House located in one of the outstanding 

historical towns of Turkey: Kula, Manisa. The city which has reached today with the 

majority of its original characteristics such as mosques, churches, tombs, houses and 
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fountains is a monument itself. Its intangible heritage such as vernacular cuisine, crafts 

and yaren tradition are among its cultural values. The fairy chimneys, volcanoes, caves 

and the thermal spring in the vicinity of the city are natural values that should be 

preserved (ġahin 2010, Koçman et al. 2006). The Conservation Aimed Development 

Plan of Kula dated 1994 (Akın et al., 1994) presents a number of solutions for 

sustaining the above mentioned values.  

Bekirbeyler House, which is the focus of this study, is located within the 

historical urban site of Kula. The site has been listed in 1970s, while the studied 

building has been listed in 1986 and 1994 (Appendix G) as a first degree monument. 

The house stands out with its relatively large size and a typical plan organization. It has 

been abandoned for years and necessiates urgent conservation interventions. The 

municipality has taken the building to its restoration program and seeking for financial 

aid for its realization (KırtaĢ, 2013). 

 

1.1. Aim, Methodology and Background of the Study 

 

The aim of this study is to document and define the architectural characteristics 

of the house; and evaluate it within the scope of the discipline of architectural heritage 

conservation. The methodology of the study includes site survey, literature research and 

archive research. Widths, lengths and heights of each space were measured with 

conventional survey techniques (King 2006) using Leica DISTO
TM

 A5 laser meter. 

CAD drawings were produced for three floor levels, one section and two facades. In 

parallel with mapping of building characteristics on CAD drawings, detailed tables were 

prepared for further classifying heritage characteristics. Spatial characteristics, 

construction techniques and material usage and architectural characteristics were 

selected themes. Systematic photographs of spaces were taken and classified. Each 

building element was photographed considering the single image rectification option of 

photogrammetry. Canon EOS 450D camera was used for shooting the photographs and 

Zoner Photo Studio 10, Autocad 2012 and Photoshop CS4 were used in their evaluation. 

Hand copies of all digital data were provided in 1/100 scale for CAD drawings and 1/50 

scale for rectified image mosaics. Finally, a written account providing locational 

information, together with context, description, analysis and evaluation was prepared. 

The content of the interviews are listed below. 
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1. On 20.01.2013, Hüseyin ġahin, the editor in chief of Kula Municipality, and 

also writer of the book ‘Tarihin Güzel Mirası Kula’, was interviewed. His sources and 

advice regarding previous researches on Kula were taken into consideration. 

2. Restorer Zeynep Pehlivanlar who works in Public Works Department of Kula 

Municipality was interviewed. She advised some outstanding Kula houses including 

Bekirbeyler House.  

3. Fikret Gür, a member of Bekirbeyler family was interviewed. His mother had 

lived in the house’s middle unit. The owner of the middle unit is the uncle of Fikret Gür. 

He gave information about who Bekirbeyler were. 

4. Nedret Hanım, who is sister of Fikret Gür, was interviewed. She also provided 

the middle unit’s key of the house. She talked about her childhood memories of the 

house. 

5. The owner of plot-3 that is neighbouring Bekirbeyler House at its 

northeastern, was interviewed. She gave information about the plots’ relation. 

 

 

 

Work 

 

 

 

 

Duration 

 A
p

ri
l 

2
0

1
1
 

Ja
n

u
ar

y
 2

0
1
2
 

S
ep

te
m

b
er

 2
0
1

2
 

O
ct

o
b

er
 2

0
1
2
 

N
o

v
em

b
er

 2
0

1
2
 

F
eb

ru
ar

y
 2

0
1

3
 

A
u

g
u

st
, 

2
0

1
3
 

O
ct

o
b

er
 2

0
1
2

- 

O
ct

o
b

er
 2

0
1
3
 

Interview 1 1/2 workday X        

Interview 2 2 hours  X       

Interview 3 3 hours   X      

Interview 4 2 hours    X     

Interview 5 1/2 hour     X    

Interview 6 1 hour      X   

Interview 7 2 hour       X  

Survey 1 1 workday X        

Survey 2 1 workday  X       

Survey 3 1 workday   X      

Survey 4 5 workdays    X     

Survey 5 4 workdays     X    

Survey 6 3 workdays      X   

Survey 7 1 workday       X  

Office Work 90 workdays        X 

Library Research 14 workdays        X 

Archieve Research 8 workdays        X 

Table 1. The study timeline 
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1.2. Content 

 

In chapter 1, the aim and methodology of the study is introduced. Previous 

studies on Bekirbeyler House were also presented. In chapter 2, Ottoman Houses in 

Anatolia and Kula are presented considering their types and characteristic features. In 

chapter 3, the location of the Kula Historical Site is defined and the historical evolution, 

geographic and architectural characteristics, and characteristics of the settlement are 

described. In chapter 4, the Bekirbeyler House is identified with its spatial 

characteristics, construction technique and material usage. In chapter 5, architectural 

heritage characteristics of Bekirbeyler House are evaluated. In chapter 6, conclusive 

remarks are presented. 

 

1.3. Previous Studies 

 

The literature review has revealed that Bekirbeyler House has been referred in 

two different source: Rüstem Bozer (1988) and Yılmaz Tosun (1969, 1983). 

In Kula Evleri (Kula Houses) by Rüstem Bozer (1988) some characteristic 

houses are mentioned. Artistic and architectural features of the houses are also 

explained. Bekirbeyler House is not mentioned particularly in the discussion on dating 

of the Kula houses, but it is referred as a characteristic Kula house sample. Bozer also 

mentioned the most characteristic features of Bekirbeyler House such as bath (hamam), 

fireplace and ceiling decorations. 

Milli Mimarimizde Kula Evleri (Kula Houses in Our National Architecture) is 

publication of Aegean University written by Yılmaz Tosun in 1969. In this book; 

history and geography of Kula, and spatial characteristics, construction technique and 

material usage in its houses are presented with reference to some characteristic 

examples. The Bekirbeyler House is presented only with its first unit; and no reference 

is provided for the rest. In the book, hall (sofa) ceiling of Beyler House is presented as 

Bekirbeyler House. Expressions as dates of the houses were the same with Sedad Hakkı 

Eldem without reference. 

The second work of Yılmaz Tosun is a doctorate thesis written in Mimar Sinan 

University, 1983. The work is 17-19. Yüzyıllarda Batı Anadolu’da Osmanlı- Türk Şehir 

Dokuları ve Bu Dokuları Oluşturan Evler ve Korunmaları (The Ottoman- Turkish 
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Urban Texture in Western Anatolia In 17
th

- 19
th

 Century and Preservation of its 

Houses). In the thesis, there are some districts mentioned in Kula. Bekirbeyler House is 

one of the houses presented in Mehamid. The drawings regarding the settlement pattern 

are the same with the thesis of Eser Gültekin (1983) and they include some mistakes as 

revealed in the site surveys. 

Kula- Cami-i Cedit Mahallesinde Açık Sofalı Bir Evin Günümüz Koşullarına 

Uyarlanması (Adaptation of an Exterior Hall Type House in Cami-i Cedit District, Kula 

to the Present Day Conditions); is an unpublished master thesis of Dokuz Eylül 

University, written by R. Eser Gültekin in 1983, Izmir. The thesis focuses on Hacı 

Recepler House. Some information about 114 block, within which Bekirbeyler House is 

located on, is provided. 

Apart from these sources, Hüseyin ġahin editor in chief of Kula Municipality, 

wrote a book in 2006, and second expanded edition date of the book is 2010. In this 

book, Kula is handled as a whole with its culture, social-economic characteristics and 

architecture. From historical sources, important information was gathered about 

Bekirbeyler Family and the life in Kula. 

In addition to this, the report of the Conservation Aimed Development Plan of 

Kula (Akın et al. 1994) has been valid for evaluating the plan typology and scale of the 

building among other houses in Kula. Bekirbeyler House is not emphasized in detail; 

but a plan typology for historical Kula houses is developed. 

Sedat Hakkı Eldem wrote the book Türk Evi Plan Tipleri (Plan Types of Turkish 

Houses) in 1954; the book was published in 1968. In this book, 268 Ottoman Houses 

were examined in Anatolia and Balkans (Rumelia). There were classified according to 

their first floor plan organization and also position of the hall (sofa). It was the first 

comprehensive examination about Ottoman Houses. There were 10 Kula houses 

documented in this study. Although it does not include Bekirbeyler House, it provides 

information about another large scale Kula house, which is lost today: Büyük Göldeliler 

House. 

In 1986, a second book of Eldem was published: ‘Turkish Houses Ottoman 

Period’. In this study, classification of plan types was developed. The houses were also 

classified in terms of period and area. Some parts in the book written in 1954 were 

repeated. 
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In addition to these, Hayat House of Doğan Kuban (1995), Reha Günay (1999), 

Önder Küçükerman (1995, 2007) and Uğur Tanyeli (1996) have been valid for 

understanding the overall features of Ottoman House in Anatolia. 

The archives surveyed include Ġzmir Number 1 Regional Board for the 

Conservation of Cultural and Natural Assets, Kula Municipality and Governership Land 

Register Directorate Kula District. The Conservation Council archive has provided 

information on the listing decision of the building. In addition, the inventory sheets and 

an old measured survey produced during a summer practice by Dokuz Eylül University 

Department of Architecture in 2002 were discovered. 
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CHAPTER 2 

 

ANALYSIS OF OTTOMAN HOUSE 

 

Housing guidelines are closely related with the economic and social structure of 

the community. In order to understand the Ottoman house, it is important to know 

socio-economic structure and rural life of the early Ottomans and evaluate the house 

unit as a cultural reflection of the related life style (Kuban 1995, Günay 1999, 

Küçükerman 2007, Altıner and Budak 1997). 

So, in this chapter, socio-economic structure within which the Ottoman house 

developed, the house plot organization, organization of the stories, plan schemes and 

spatial elements of these plan schemes, architectural elements in these spaces, structural 

systems will be analysed in the order of Anatolia in general, and at the same time for 

Kula. 

 

2.1. Socio-economic Structure of the Ottomans and Its Reflection to 

Housing Morphology 

 

Ottoman House is an organic structure and it is continuously involved with the 

outside world and the landscape with its closed, semi-open and open spaces. 

Throughout history, geographical, political, cultural forces and other factors have 

established regional differences of Ottoman House in its area. Ġstanbul has been the 

most important political and cultural center (Günay 1999, Küçükerman 2007). 

 

  

Figure 1. Women weaving carpets, Kula 

(Source: Mutlu 1975) 

Figure 2. A view of houses in Kula 

(Source: Mutlu 1978) 
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It is said the people that came to Anatolia had two origins as settled and 

nomadic, the same order continued in Anatolia. In general, while the ruling class settled, 

nomads adopted the settling a very long time and barely. Thus, two different cultures, 

including urban and rural areas can be mentioned. Summer- winter migration of nomads 

gradually turned into winter settlements and they processed the land of state; in return, 

they gave the tax and provided troops (Günay 1999, Küçükerman 2007). 

Traditional large family order that is active in shaping the scheme of architecture 

has been continued to the present. To live in nature have been the most important 

philosophy of life, it is certain a habit that remains from nomadic life. The immigrants 

in Anatolia first got somewhere to live in winter and then they headed up to the plateous 

again in summer. This routine lasts until today. Many of the setlements in Anatolia have 

their own summer houses to spend the summer. This situation stems from the closed 

economy system (Günay 1999). 

 

 

Figure 3. A view of an exterior hall from street in Kula 

(Source: Mutlu 1975) 

 

The instinct to get interwined with nature show itself with exterior hall. A room 

should be closed as it is a living unit, but the hall to which the room opens can be 

considered as an outdoor space although it is sheltered towards strong winds (Günay 

1999). 

 

2.2. Organization of Stories 

 

The traditional Ottoman house has only one main upper floor that is the highest 

floor and is used as the main living and reception floor. Sometimes there is a mezzanine 

floor placed above this main upper floor. This floor is generally smaller in size than the 
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top storey and does not extend above the whole of the plan. It is used for domestic 

purposes such as winter usage, servant accommodation and storage (Eldem 1968). 

There are different types of plans and they have subsequent developments 

because of differences of changes of needs. Despite the differences, some elements are 

basic such as the rooms, the halls, the stairs and service spaces like the bath (hamam), 

kitchen, laundry, pantry and storage are mostly situated outside the main floor (Eldem 

1968). 

 

2.3. Plan Schemes 

 

It was pointed out that hall and rooms determine the plan of the house. The hall 

and the rooms are mutually related to each other. As the type of the plan is best 

expressed by the position of the hall, this fact is taken as the basis of classification 

(Eldem 1968, Akın 2001). 

This gives four basic types of houses, which are the types: 

1. The plan type without a hall (‘sofasız’) 

2. The plan type with an exterior hall (‘dış sofalı’) 

3. The plan type with an inner hall (‘iç sofalı’) 

4. The plan type with a central hall (‘orta sofalı’) 

 

 

Figure 4. The development of plan types 

(Source: Akın 2001) 

 

The classification includes most of the types of Ottoman houses, but some house 

plans are not among these four. These plans are rare. These four plan types have not 

always been reproduced with fidelity in the course of time, because of the reasons such 
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as the land position, design incompatibility to the land and the individual character of 

the execution. There are contact on many points and similarity between the plans. The 

classification roughly shows the stages of development within time. The continuous 

development was not the same everywhere. One type was dominated by the exclusion 

of others. The development proceeded faster in the towns than in the villages (Eldem 

1968, Akın 2001). 

 

 

Table 2. The plan schemes of exterior hall types 

(Source: Eldem 1986) 

 

The plan type with an outher hall, which is focused on in this study constitutes 

the first stage in the development of the plan. A covered hall connects the suite of rooms 

with one another. Eldem (1968) stated that this form of plan was used in the Hittite and 
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Hellenic houses existing in Anatolia before the arrival of the Turks. The Turks 

developed this plan in accordance to their own needs. Kuban (1995) refers to this plan 

type as the basic and most widespread one in Anatolia: the Turkish Hayat House. The 

hall at first was an open place with pillars, the top of which only was covered. 

It is used as a covered gallery (hayat) in traditional places where the climate is 

sufficiently warm or where conditions of life are still rather rural. Due to the 

improvement of the standards of living and housing, the need for more comfort in the 

house became obvious. The open hall was closed with glass panes placed between the 

pillars. The plan of these houses consists of a hall and a suite of rooms giving onto the 

hall. But there was the possibility of enlarging the plan by increasing the number of 

rooms and with the opening up of recesses (eyvan) between the rooms, both the house 

and hall gained in spaciousness and airiness. In some cases, the kiosk and recesses were 

used at the same time, in others the eyvans were two in number, and again in others, the 

kiosks projected from the ends of the hall. All these possibilities allowed for many 

variations and combinations within one type. The growing dimensions of the plan 

brought about the addition of wings. At the beginning these wings consisted of 

projecting kiosks used as rooms; then side halls were added in front of these rooms and 

as rows of rooms developed along these halls, the sections so formed became wings in 

the accepted sense. According as whether the plan was made with one or two wings, it 

was L or U shaped and the maximum size and width possible to this type of plan were 

attained (Eldem 1968, Kuban 1995, Akın 2001). 

 

2.4. Spatial Elements 

 

Although there are a number of studies on the Ottoman House, Kuban’s study 

evaluating the morphology of the hayat house as a whole with its spatial and 

constructional peculiarities stands forward. 

The spatial elements of the Ottoman house are room (oda), hall (hayat, taşlık, 

sofa), and service spaces as kitchen (mutfak), toilet, bath (gusulhane, hamam), storage 

(kiler) and stable. The spaces also take different names according to their position and 

importance in the building (Eldem 1968, Kuban 1995, Berk 1995, Altıner and Budak 

1997, Günay 1999, Küçükerman 2007). 
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2.4.1. Room 

 

The room and the hall (hayat) was the essence of the traditional Ottoman 

dwelling concept with its spatial and functional organization. It expresses the deepest 

sanctity of the family and reflects an original aesthetics for the shaping of the immediate 

surroundings. The room's repetitive principal elements, its form and general dimensions 

defined a clear dwelling style. A room was an undifferentiated space in most of the 

housing traditions. It was for living, gathering, reception, eating and sleeping purposes. 

In each household, there are functional priorities attached to each space. There is no 

morphological and functional specificity among the rooms. The room is covered with 

rugs. One sits on a quilt, whether on the sedir or on the floor. For eating, a small stol 

(sofra iskemlesi) is used, on which a very large tray (sini, tepsi) in copper and everyone 

can sit on the floor around the tray and eat their meal (Eldem 1968, Kuban 1995, Günay 

1999, Küçükerman 2007). 

 

 

Figure 5. A traditional room scheme 

(Source: Küçükerman et al. 1995) 

 

A room generally had a rectangular plan in an Ottoman house. The rectangular 

area was divided into two functional parts: the first part is entrance and service area 

(sekialtı). The sekialtı is the lowest level. It is on the same level with the exterior hall. 

The first level can be covered by a straw mat or left without cover. In sekialtı the 

cupboards and perhaps a fireplace are located. It may have a lower ceiling. 

The second part is sitting area (sekiüstü). It is surrounded by low-lying, built-in 

divans (sedir). Windows opening to the outside or to the hall (hayat) are in this part of 
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the room. It has a higher and centralized ceiling which has ornament pattern (Kuban 

1995, Günay 1999, Küçükerman 2007). 

The spatial division of these two parts of the room is performed by raising the 

floor of the sitting area only one step. In more attentive and detailed designs, there is 

generally a triple arcade (direklik) and the side openings of direklik have balustrades. It 

generally represents a wealthy house. This clear physical division emphasizes the 

functional differentiation of these two parts. The size and shape of a room can be easily 

and independently changed without altering its relationship to the other spaces. Because 

of this status, the elements of Ottoman houses have expandable and flexible geometry. 

It has evidently been essential for the composition of house plans. The other important 

design feature of the room is its direct opening onto the hall, the unprotected semi-open 

area. This practice in house design survived in many parts of the country until modern 

times (Eldem 1968, Kuban 1995, Günay 1999). 

 

  

Figure 6. A view of Palanduzlar House, Kula 

(Source: Günay 1999) 

Figure 7. A view of Beyler House, Kula 

(Source: Günay 1999) 

 

The first volumetric and spatial characteristic of a room is the division of the 

room into two contiguous but different areas by raising the level of the floor and the 

ceiling. The walls with windows and walls with decorated cupboard shutters and door 

leaves, composed together with the fireplace are the characteristics of the room. Large 

lower windows, just above the sedirs and top windows with their decorative gypsum 

frame and coloured glass are sources of different qualities of light (Kuban 1995). 

The room is covered by rugs on a higher level. The surrounding sedirs constitute 

the highest level. These built-in platforms are placed under the windows. They are 

mostly connected with the best lighted area of the room. Sedirs are built by wooden 

plank on the main beams of the floor. The hierarchy is also functional. The best window 

seat at a corner is for the father. The hierarchy in the family is expressed in the use of 
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the room. The room and the height of its elements invite you to sit. The shelves are 

other elements which emphasize the horizontality of the room. The room is one of the 

most personalized of architectural concepts. It is connected with the action of human 

beings using it and the simplicity of the traditional life is expressed in it. A room can be 

used at the completion of the building except for the woven fabrics, textiles, rugs, 

mattresses, cushions or curtains. Cupboards, fireplaces and divans are formed during the 

construction. Concept of a room is a multi-purpose space as an independent unit (Kuban 

1995). 

The başoda is the largest and the best located one and it served also as a 

guestroom. The room has a representative function. It shows the wealth and social status 

of the family. In the paintings of the life in a room of palaces or an important space in 

Ottoman period, the similarities to an ordinary room can be seen. Decoration of 

elements in the interior space are wood carving or joinery on the ceilings, cupboards, 

railings, doors, shutters, the lattice work, painting and coloured glass. The technique of 

decoration is joinery and wood carving. Design is geometrical in general. Together with 

the woven material, the decorative wooden panel and the wooden ceiling were the main 

elements of decoration for most of the houses (Kuban 1995, Günay 1999). 

 

  

Figure 8. A view of Çakırağa House, Birgi 

(Source: Mutlu 1975) 

Figure 9. A view of traditional room 

(Source: Küçükerman et al. 1995) 

 

A room has the arrangement of the windows in double rows. The upper 

windows are more decoratively. These windows are inaccessible and kept closed. The 

rooms have several windows facing to the street. The number and dimensions of these 

windows make the room luminous. The windows are divided into two separately 

opening sashes of small dimensions, to disturb the people on the sedirs less. Windows 

have shutters. The vertical shutters and orthogonal wooden grating are common. The 

door has never been placed on the axis of a room and it has one leaf in general. The 
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room is entered from a corner. The door has a threshold rising from the floor, separating 

the hall from the room. The room doors are relatively less decorated than the cupboards 

and are rather lower in height. They generally have rectangular or arched leaves. The 

doors are functional elements to divide different spaces (Kuban 1995, Günay 1999). 

The main division of the ceiling corresponds to the division of the room into 

sekialtı and sekiüstü. When there is no division, the ceilings are also decorated in their 

entirety. There are essentially three ceiling types: flat, raised and domical. The flat 

ceiling is the most common. The raised ceiling in the form of a vault starts from the 

walls with a large concave profile and ends with a horizontal central field. The domical 

form, having a more complicated construction, occurs rarely, and only in very wealthy 

mansions. The last group of ceilings are built with reduced squares diagonally placed on 

the top of each other (tekne-tavan) (Kuban 1995). 

The floor of a room never had any visual importance because it had to be 

entirely covered by rugs or felt mats, so they were built with large plank which were 

nailed to the supporting beams and never had any insulation. Thus floor cover was not 

only customary but was a practical necessity against the cold air coming from below 

(Kuban 1995). 

Only the başoda has a fireplace (ocak) in ordinary houses, while two or more 

rooms can have fireplaces in wealthier houses. The fireplaces are generally situated in a 

stone masonry wall to protect the house against fire. Fireplaces are commonly placed at 

the center of one of the walls. The most common type is the half-circular niche. Except 

for the conically-shaped hood (yaşmak, davlumbaz), the fireplace does not protrude 

from the wall surface. The chimneys are simple, straight ducts. There are variety of 

chimney forms and endings (Arseven 1983, Kuban 1995). 

 

 

Figure 10. A view of fireplace in Çakırağa House, Birgi 

(Source: Mutlu 1975) 
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Built-in cupboards, their organization, and their placement are different in 

rooms. They are often placed first on the entrance wall perpendicular to the hall. 

Usually they are built on the windowless side of the room. They also provide sound 

insulation between the room and eyvan or between rooms. The cupboards were to serve 

keeping the bed mattresses in the daytime. At night, the matresses were taken from the 

cupboards and spread on the floors in groups. Another use of cupboards is the 

arrangement of a bath unit (gusulhane) inside them. These small closets were prepared 

in the main room for bathing. The rooms have small niches which can store small 

candlesticks, bowls, water jugs apart from the large cupboards. In addition to cupboards 

and niches, the room can also have other storage places over the cupboards on the 

entrance side (Kuban 1995). 

The shelves (sergen) surround the room above the first row of windows. They 

are shelves to keep fruits, or to put small household utensils. It is another horizontal 

element in the concept of room. A single shelf surrounding the room above the first row 

of windows, is another element where kitchen ustensils, fruits and other small objects 

can be stored. There is no specific place for sergens, and they can be attached to any 

side of the room, even between the upper and lower window rows (Kuban 1995). 

 

2.4.2. Hall (‘sofa, hayat’) 

 

Originally the hall was an open passage, a pavement, connecting the rooms with 

one another through their doors. The changes of houses plan types were practically 

related with the transformations of the hall from an open large gallery to a closed central 

hall. The type was then improved by degrees in that the passage was roofed that its 

pillared sides were closed with glass panes and that it was finally placed within the 

house itself, between two rows of rooms. The hall is originated in warmer climates. Its 

continuous use cannot be explained only with a tradition. The survival of the hall can be 

due to its appropriateness in the overall functioning of the house. It shows the difference 

of the idea of comfort between the contemporary and the traditional culture.  

A large shaded gallery was an extremely convenient space to be used for 

agricultural aims. It is connected with both the first and ground floors, and with the 

vertical circulation of the house. The hayat was the only living facade of the houses in 

the early period. The hall developed its own secondary spaces for more specified 
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functions in an extended area. In addition to the main eyvan one side of the hall can also 

be elevated and used as a sitting area closer to the courtyard and with a better vista. 

These parts were separated from the hall either in the form of a recess (eyvan) in 

between the row of rooms or in the form of a projection (köşk, kiosk) added to the front 

of the hall. The open kiosk was transformedinto a room facing the garden (Eldem 1968, 

Kuban 1995). 

 

  

Figure 11. A view from hall of Beyler 

House, Kula 

(Source: Günay 1999) 

Figure 12. A view from hall of Çakırağa 

House, Birgi 

(Source: Mutlu 1975) 

 

 

Figure 13. A view of kiosk (köşk) in Bozerler House, Kula 

(Source: Mutlu 1975) 

 

Many small details such as stands for flower pots, washing places with a small 

hole pierced on the floor, some raised platform on the balustrades of staircases, hangers 

for lamps are some of the characteristics of the halls. The decoration care of the room 

interiors is not seen in the halls. Their ceilings are not much decorated. In earlier 

examples, the roof structure was left open. The hall is an important element of the 

houses, like the rooms. The hall is the most influential factor in the composition of this 

plan. The type of the house is determined directly by the shape and location of the hall 

(Eldem 1968, Kuban 1995). 
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In addition to its function of circulation, the hall served similar functions like the 

room. The secluded parts of the hall, which were free from circulation, were used for 

sitting. The hall was also used for sitting, working, entertaining guests, sleeping in 

summers. Some of these houses have fireplaces on halls, so they were used as open 

kitchen areas. Many halls have a small wash basin, combined with the balustrades, 

served for ablution. The hall was also a common practice to dry fruits on its floor. The 

ideal form of hayat cannot be thought without the eyvan. The hall was like an extension 

of the room or other spaces. Considering the reverse, the hayat is the extension of this 

rectangular recess or the eyvan can be interpreted as a spatial extension of the semi-open 

gallery towards the house interior. The eyvan, as the most isolated part of the hayat, was 

the natural area for sitting. Functional differentiation by typology was not a strict rule in 

these houses (Eldem 1968, Kuban 1995). 

 

  

Figure 14. A view eyvan in Kestaneciler 

House, Kula 

(Source: Günay 1999) 

Figure 15. A view hall in Kestaneciler 

House, Kula 

(Source: Mutlu 1975) 

 

The staircase (merdiven) in the classical hayat house is part of the hayat. During 

the transformation of the traditional house to a centrally planned house, the staircases 

were on the eyvans. Its relationship to the house design is defined in relation to the main 

entrance, to the hayat, to the eyvan and to the main room door. A certain demand for 

security as well as visual privacy impelled builders to place the beginning of the stairs 

away from the gate of the house. The stairs never ended directly facing the entrance of 

the main rooms. In each turn, one sees the courtyard or garden. The flexible boundary 

between the interior and exterior space is always felt. Seperation of the main circulation 

element from the sitting areas was an important principle of design. The only spatial 

element which could be in direct relation to the staircase was the eyvan. In early 

examples, the stairs were ladder-like and architecturally inconspicuous elements with 

simple steps between supporting beams, without risers. Also they were very steep, in 
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one single flight and grew out of the external side of the hall. In after periods, the stairs 

began to have an influence on the plan. They became wider and more spacious and were 

built in threefold flights (Eldem 1968, Kuban 1995). 

 

2.4.3. Service Spaces 

 

The kitchen (mutfak, matbah); was usually a working place of a woman’s daily 

household activities consonant with the nature in the open air. Frequently the kitchen 

took the form of a masonry building in the courtyard, detached from the house as a 

precaution against the risk of fire. Generally a kitchen is a large, longitudinal, 

unadorned room with a rough stone pavement (taşlık) and a large fireplace which has 

one or many ateşlik (hearth). Their connection to the house is through the open 

courtyard. In the large houses the mutfak was integrated into the ground floor, opening 

through a separate door on to a secluded section in the garden, because the mutfak was a 

private domain belonging to the women (Kuban 1995, Berk 1995, Altıner and Budak 

1997). 

 

  

Figure 16. A view of kitchen in a house 

Balaban, Malatya 

(Source: Kuban 1995) 

Figure 17. A view of kitchen of 

Hezarenler House, Amasya 

(Source: Kuban 1995) 

 

It may have a long working table and large earthenware jars often connected 

with storerooms, granaries, pantries and other service rooms. The meals were cooked in 

the mutfak but never eaten there. So its windows do not have glass but can simply have 

wooden grills. In a traditional house, the multifunctional room was generally also the 

dining room. There are summer and winter kitchens in large mansions. The summer 

kitchens were simply working areas in the shade without walls. In houses with 

vineyards, a special room as large as a kitchen was assigned for squeezing the grapes to 
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make boiled grape juice syrup, pekmez. The integration of the kitchens into the houses 

started only with the abandonment of the traditional house concept. Although not 

directly connected to the kitchen, an oven for baking bread was also customary in 

Anatolian houses. It was built out of brick in the form of a dome (Kuban 1995, Berk 

1995, Altıner and Budak 1997). 

The famous Turkish bath, called hamam, is a public facility, but those families 

who could afford them had private hamams attached to their buildings. Otherwise, the 

daily care of the body was done in the gusulhane, a bathing booth fit into the cupboards 

of most rooms. The water could be carried from outside in buckets and jugs or brought 

by small pipes into an earthenware jar from which it was allowed to ooze to the ground. 

In some regions the floor of the gusulhane was of brick. In the following periods it used 

to have a revetment of zinc sheets to keep the wooden deteriorating (Kuban 1995, Berk 

1995, Altıner and Budak 1997). 

 

  

Figure 18. A view of the bath of the 

Hadımoğlu Konağı, Bayramiç 

(Source: Günay 1999) 

Figure 19. A view of the bath of the 

Hadımoğlu Konağı from outside 

(Source: Günay 1999) 

 

A regular bath in a large residence was composed of three rooms. There was an 

entrance room with a fireplace which served as a dressing room. This could be richly 

decorated and also served as a rest room. The second room was a tepidarium with a 

marble floor. It had a bathing tub (120-200 cm. long and 85-100 cm. high) and was 

connected to the water closet. The last room was the caldarium (halvet) with one or 

more marble basins (kurna) (Kuban 1995 quoted from Osman 1976). 

These bath buildings were connected with the main floors of the house. For 

sanitary reasons as well as for the practical connection with an outside sewage canal 
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system, water closets were generally built outside the house. They can be directly 

connected to the house entrance. In the following periods small closet-like rooms were 

inserted into one corner of the ‘hayat’ or on the landing of the stairs. Water closets 

projecting from the facade are often seen in provincial architecture. With the 

development of the centralized house plans, they were often placed in the eyvans on one 

side of the stairs (Tomsu 1950, Kuban 1995). 

The standard lavatories (toilet) of the houses were composed of two rooms, one 

the lavatory proper, the other for a wash basin. They had practically standardized 

marble elements for the lavatory and for the basin. In wealthy houses, the wash basin 

had an elaborate fountain head as a decorated large panel. The lavatory walls also had a 

high marble dado around the marble stone of the latrine. To use the lavatories it was 

customary to wear high heeled sabots. In Anatolian houses the bath, the kitchen and the 

‘fırın’ (for baking bread) may be composed as a single, independent building in the 

courtyard (Kuban 1995, Altıner and Budak 1997).  

 

 

Figure 20. The bath plan and section of Zarif PaĢa Yalısı, Ġstanbul  

(Source: Kuban 1995, Altıner and Budak 1997) 

 

The storage (kiler), the storeroom of the mutfak, gained an exceptional 

importance in large houses. It became a symbol of wealth and security, a mystical 

treasure room with exotic foods imported from the distant regions (Altıner and Budak 

1997). 

Like the old Roman houses, heating is not the forte of the Turkish house 

tradition. In small urban houses braziers (mangal) were found sufficient for heating. 

Together with fireplaces, tandırs and braziers were of common use until the 

introduction of stoves. It is stated that in some regions with very cold winters, rooms 

were sometimes heated like the hamams (Kuban quoted from Arseven 1983). 
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2.4.4. Haremlik and Selamlık 

 

Separation of the harem (women’s quarter) from selamlık (men’s quarter) has 

not been a common characteristic of the houses. Anatolian houses rarely adapted a 

double entrance system. The male visitors using the same gate and stairs could reach the 

başoda (used as guest room). The only separation between male and female was 

through the careful use of the rooms. Special care was expected from the male guests to 

respect the privacy of the womenfolk. In smaller houses, the plan is divided into two 

just by leaving one room or more for the selamlık. In larger buildings, the ‘harem’ and 

‘selamlık’ consist of separate houses, the unity of the plan being conserved by joining 

the two parts to one another. Each of these solutions has a different effect upon the plan. 

In the first alternative, namely when the selamlık is made up of one or two rooms, there 

is no change whatever in the type of the plan except for the fact that a division has been 

set up. On the other hand, the division of the house into male and female quarters has 

been a very old tradition in the Muslim culture, especially in places and large houses. In 

the southeast of Turkey, where Muslim-Arab culture was dominant, this separation is 

often seen. The harem was the main and larger section of the house, often of two stories 

(Eldem 1968, Kuban 1995). 

In the 18
th

 and 19
th

 century urban houses of well-to-do families, the separation of 

harem and selamlık seems to have become generalized. The palaces and grand mansions 

had completely separate quarters. A third quarter, the mabeyn (literally between two) 

could also be planned. In small and medium- sized houses separate entrances for male 

guests or for the young males of the family were planned. In these houses the mabeyn 

could be only a room or a central sofa linking the two parts (Eldem 1968, Kuban 1995). 

 

2.4.5. Annexes 

 

In general the word müştemilat refers to the annexes of large houses in its 

garden. In larger houses the müştemilat could grow to enormous dimensions besides the 

main building were also separate quarters for the retainers (Eldem 1968, Altıner and 

Budak 1997). 
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2.5. Structural System 

 

Stone, wooden and mud-brick were the primary materials of construction in all 

regions during the evolution of these houses. Local building traditions and climatic 

variations brought differences in the techniques of wall construction, infills and form of 

roofing. The use of rubble stone for ground floor walls was general feature. The stone 

masonry ground floor provided the security of the house and protected the wooden from 

humidity. Wood was used as horizontal beams embedded in walls. The main structural 

system in the houses was a wooden framing used essentially over the masonry walls of 

the ground floor. This system responds well under the stress of earthquakes (Kuban 

1995, Günay 1999, Ahunbay 2007). 

 

 

Figure 21. A view of traditional house units 

(Source: Günay 1999) 

 

In upper stories, wooden was the main structural material for both vertical and 

horizontal elements. Between the elements lesser vertical supports and diagonals were 

distributed. The wooden structure was used with the dimensions of available wooden 

elements and the wooden elements used, had a generally larger section than structurally 

necessary dimensions. In the rural areas, roughly shaped pieces of variable dimensions 

were used, while in the cities standardization was observed. The infill was mud-brick in 

general. All kinds of wooden were used in building construction. Pine was the most 

common of them. Oak, chestnut and cedar were used in wealthier houses. Wooden as a 

structural material was used for different techniques (Kuban 1995, Günay 1999, 

Ahunbay 2007). 

After plastering was replaced by a revetment of wooden laths, mud-brick infill 

was abandoned. The system of plastering over a wooden structure is called bağdadi. 

This system was used for domes, squinches, pendentives and ceiling. In later periods, it 



 

 

24 

 

was plastered over by lime plaster and gypsum. The characteristic of the wooden roof is 

simple. The preferred form was the beşik (gable) or kırma (hipped) roof, or a 

complication of the two. The use of the large eaves was common to increase the 

stability of roofs and to protect the walls. The roof systems were simply supported by 

the walls (Kuban 1995). 
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CHAPTER 3 

 

IDENTIFICATION OF KULA 

 

In the western Anatolia, there are some settlements such as Bergama, Tire, Kula, 

Birgi, Kütahya that are ancient origins. The features of principality period in these 

places represent the relation of transition from nomadic culture to sedentary life (Kuban 

2007). 

Kula is a town and a district of Manisa Province in the Aegean Region of 

Turkey. Kula, 124 km. away from the center of Manisa and 150 km. away from Izmir, 

is on the Highway of Izmir-Ankara (Figure 1). EĢme, which is a district of UĢak, is in 

the east of Kula. Its other neighbours are the districts of Manisa: Salihli in the west, 

Demirci and Selendi in the north and AlaĢehir in the south (Figure 1). 

 

 

Figure 1. Location of Kula 

(Source: KüçükerbaĢ et al. 2006) 

 

After the construction of AlaĢehir railway, Kula transportation was done here for 

a long time. Due to appropriateness of the geographical and topographical structure of 

Kula, transportation facilities have developed. At present, Ġzmir-Ankara highway passes 

through Kula. Besides, there are secondary roads that provide connection with Adala, 

Manisa, Selendi (Figure 2) (Arıkan 2006, quoted from Taeshner 1924 and Luther 1989). 

There is no direct rail link to Kula. Bandırma- Balıkesir and EskiĢehir- UĢak 

railway lines combine in Manisa and connect to Izmir as a single line. Manisa is an 
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intersection point on two important railway lines that connect Izmir to Anatolia. 

Manisa-UĢak line passes from Turgutlu, Salihli and AlaĢehir (SüdaĢ et al. 2006, Akın et 

al. 1994). 

Kula has been involved in the most remarkable parts of the geographical 

characteristics in western Anatolia. Volcanic origin and structured shapes are the main 

attributes of the region, so this area exhibits a view as if it has just been out of fire. 

Today, various place names refer to the dark colour of the region and appearance of the 

burnt area such as Kara Tepe, Kara Taş, Yanık Taş and so on. (Malay 2006, Darkot 

1977). 

 

 

Figure 2. The map of Kula and the neighbour cities 

(Source: KGM 2
nd

 region map, 2013) 

 

Kula is located in an area, which is rich of cultural and natural heritage. A part 

from historical monuments (mosques, churches, tombs, school buildings, fountains and 

so on) and houses in Kula; the villages near Kula such as Gölde, Emre; Fairy Chimneys, 

volcanoes, caves, footprints and thermal spring (Emir Spa) are the important values of 

the area. Sardeis archaeological site and the Bintepeler Tumulus, and AlaĢehir historical 

settlement are important some other attraction points near Kula (Malay 2006, Arıkan 

2006, ġahin 2006). 

 

3.1. Geographic Characteristics 

 

Kula is between on 38-39 degree North Parelells and on 28-29 degree East 

meridians. The area of Kula is 918 km2. Kula is a transition area between 

Mediterranean Climate and Terrestrial Climate but the speciality of Aegean climatic 

zone is closer than other climates which are hot and dry during summer and cold and 
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rainy during winter. In spring and autumn it rains heavily. Although the rainfall is 

usually rain, snow can also be seen where the altitude is more than 500m. The warmth 

of winter on average is between 9 degrees and 26.4 degrees. In the summer months the 

weather is dry. The yearly rain range on average is 400- 600 mm (Sütgibi 2006). 

 

 

Figure 3. The simplified map of Kula and its surrounding area 

(Source: Karadağ 2006) 

 

The highness of Kula from sea level is 720 m. Kula is surrounded by hills. In the 

border of Kula; there are Sarıkız, ÜĢümüĢ, Danayiyen, Tepesidelik, Konurca and 

Soğanlı Hills. In the northwest of Kula, there is the Umur Baba Mountain and in the 

north there is the Yağcı Mountain (Koçman et al. 2006, Akın et al. 1994) 

 

 

Figure 4. A view of Kula from the Divlit Mountain 

(Source: Atakol 2003) 

 

The area which is named as ‘Kula Volcanism’ is one of the most important 

geological heritages considering its impressive landforms and volcanic cones that give 

the impression of being just extinguished. Kula Volcanism covers an area which is 
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approximately 35 km. length and 15 km. width. The geographer and historian Mr. 

Strabon called this area ‘Katakekaumene’ which means ‘burned place’ in Greek. The 

volcanic activities divided into three phases. The basaltic lavas at around of the Kula are 

a few thousand years old (Koçman et al. 2006, Sütgibi 2006, Atakol 2003). 

The area which is named as ‘Kula Volcanism’ is one of the most important 

geological heritages considering its impressive landforms and volcanic cones that give 

the impression of being just extinguished. Kula Volcanism covers an area which is 

approximately 35 km. length and 15 km. width. The geographer and historian Mr. 

Strabon called this area ‘Katakekaumene’ which means ‘burned place’ in Greek. The 

volcanic activities divided into three phases. The basaltic lavas at around of the Kula are 

a few thousand years old (Koçman et al. 2006, Sütgibi 2006, Atakol 2003). 

 

  

Figure 5. A view of the basaltic 

lavas (Source: Atakol 2003) 

Figure 6. A view of the volcanic cone on the 

Izmir-Ankara highway 

 

 

Figure 7. The map of the volcanic formations in Kula 

(Source: Atakol 2003) 

 

As understood from the researches, this area came into existence 1.1 million 

years ago. After the volcanism, about 70 volcanic cones of various sizes have been 
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formed. There are some cones with 1.5 km. base diameter. Some volcanic cones 

fragmented as a result of eruptions and in the next phases new volcanoes appeared from 

the fragmented craters (Inaner et al. 2006, Atakol 2003). 

On the Izmir-Ankara Highway, 13 km. from Kula; some interesting and natural 

formations which are named ‘Kuladokya’ can be seen. Rain and wind shapes turn the 

weak tuff layers into fairy chineys (Inaner et al. 2006, Atakol 2003). 

 

  

Figure 8. The fairy chimneys 

(Source: Aksoydan 2013) 

Figure 9. The fairy chimneys 

(Source: Aksoydan 2013) 

 

On the way from Salihli to Demirci, 25 km. later northeast of the direction, there 

are two volcanic cones near the Demirköprü Dam. One of them, ‘Çakallar Tepesi’ or 

‘Divlittepe’ is big one. There is another cone named ‘Küçük Divlit’ and these are the 

youngest formations of the Kula Volcanism. Abandoned ‘Çakallar Village’ is on the 

slope of cones and also on the tuffs on the same slope where some footprints exist. 

These footprints belong to the period 10-12 thousand years ago. This area is a protected 

area, because of being a natural heritage (Inaner et al. 2006, Atakol 2003). 

In 1969, 20 footprints have been determined, however only 10-12 footprints 

remain today. Some of them are protected in Ankara Museum of Natural History in 

MTA and some of them are in Amsterdam Museum of Natural History. It is not known 

how they were moved there (Inaner et al. 2006, Atakol 2003). 

Besides, there are three rivers connected to Gediz: The Söğüt River which 

passes through the southeast of Kula, Selendi and Hacılar Rivers which pass through 

west of Kula. Kula is both located on Gediz Basin Kula and on a plateau above the 

Gediz River. The most important mine is coal subtracted from around Kula, and other 

mines are emery, lead and marble. Dolomite has also been found in Kula (Sütgibi 2006, 

Akın et al. 1994). 
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3.2. Historical Evolution 

 

In the region, Kula is one of the important settlements. There is not enough 

information about the origin of the name ‘Kula’. When Kula was founded and by whom 

remains as unknown. Reused (‘devşirme’) materials that were used in the Principalities 

period and Ottoman period buildings in Kula, shed light to the history of Kula 

settlement. It is also possible to come across processed marble and inscriptions. For this 

reason, it is hard to assert that Kula was not an inhabited place in ancient and Byzantine 

periods (Darkot 1977, Arıkan 2006). 

In Kula, there are no ruins dating from before the Turkish period, so it is thought 

that the reused marble building elements were brought from archaeological sites in the 

surrounding area. Turks used to call strong cities with the name ‘Kula’. After conquest 

of the area by Turks, the name Kula was used by Byzantine writers. Kula can be 

considered as a Byzantium settlement before it has been conquered by Turks (Arıkan 

2006). 

 

  

Figure 10. The footprints in 

Kula  

(Source: Atakol 2003) 

Figure 11. The expansion area of the Lydian 

Kingdom 

(Source: Malay 2006) 

 

On the way from Salihli to Demirci, 25 km. farther on the northeast direction, 

there are two volcanic cones near the Demirköprü Dam. One of them named Çakallar 

Tepesi or Divlittepe is big a one. There is another cone named ‘Küçük Divlit’ and these 

are the youngest formations of the Kula Volcanism. Abandoned ‘Çakallar Village’ is on 

the slope of cones and also on the tuffs on the same slope where some footprints exist. 

These footprints belong to the period 10-12 thousand years ago. This area is a protected 

area because of being a natural heritage (Koçman et al. 2006, Atakol 2003). 
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Lydia was the area that was between Hermos (‘Gediz’) and Kaistros (‘Küçük 

Menderes’) rivers. It was neighbour to Mysia in the north, Ionia and Karia in the south, 

Phrygia in the east and Aiolis in the west. Kingdom of Lydian had emerged after the 

collapse of the Hittite Empire in 12
th 

century B.C. (Malay 2006). 

The capital of Lydia was a flat area named Sardeis. There are numerous 

tumuluses, was named Bintepeler which are supposed to belong to Lydia kings. As a 

result of the archaeological excavations; inscriptions, coins, and many works of art have 

been recovered (Malay 2006). 

The Lydians have a reputation as issuing of civilization for the first time around 

the world. Lydia was located between Asia and Greece. Thus, it attracted attention of 

many civilizations in Mesopotamia or Greece. This region was also advantageous 

commercially. According to Herodotos, Lydians were the first to traders. According to 

some scientists,it was the first nation to implement free market economy (Malay 2006). 

The major cities of Lydia except Katakekaumene were Hermokapeleia 

(BüknüĢ), Apollonis (Palamut/Mecidiye), Thyateira (Akhisar), Attaleia (Selçikli), 

Hierakome (Beyoba-Sazoba), Hyrkanis (HalitpaĢa), Magnesia ad Sipylum (Manisa), 

Troketta, Tmolos-Aureliopolis (Gökkaya), Iulia Gordos (Gördes), Charakipolis 

(Karayakup), Daldis (Kemer), Satala (Adala), Philadelphia (AlaĢehir) and Sardeis (Sart 

Mustafa) (Malay 2006). 

The volcanic region near Kula was called Katakekaumene in the ancient period. 

The expression means ‘burnt, burnt land’ as mentioned in the authors’ works such as 

Strabon (BC 54- AD 24), Vitruvius (BC 1
st
 century), Stephanus Byzantinus (6

th
 -7

th
 

century) and Eusthatios (12
st
 century) (Malay 2006, Strabon 1993). 

The epigraph found in the Ġğdecik Village in the west of Maionia in 2003 is an 

important one as it is the first archeological finding that records the name of 

Katakekaumene. Belonging to the year BC 152, this epigraph is important as it shows 

tha fact that the name Katakekaumene exists in some official documents (Malay 2006). 

Considering its volcanic structure, the scientists state that Katakekaumene is a 

place surrounded with Kollyda in the east, Gökçeören (Maionia) in the west, Gediz 

River in the north and modern Kula and Esenyazı in the south (Malay 2006). 

Kula, Koloe ve Opsikion: 

Considering its epighraphs and its anthique construction elements used in 

modern structures, this place was claimed to be an extension of an ancient site. 

Beginnig from the 1850’s the modern Kula is questioned by the scientists about whether 
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the ancient age is related to the settlement named Koloe. However an epigraph found in 

1994 shows that the ancient village, Koloe, was located somewhere near the Koloe 

(Marmara) Lake (Malay 2006). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12. The inscription that is 

the first to record the name of 

Katakekaumene  

(Source: Malay 2006) 

Figure 13. Vicinity of Kula in Ancient Times 

(Source: Malay 2006) 

 

 

Finally, it is understood that the similarity between Kula and Koloe just stems 

from phonetic similarity. There are no works known that are found in their original 

places in Kula. The ancient construction elements and epigraghs in the site should have 

been carried from the ancient sites especially such as Kollyda, Maionia and Terhai 

Theseos (Malay 2006). 

According to an assumption; it is asserted that Kula was one of the settlements 

as Opsikion, Clanudda/Klannoudda in ancient times. As it is already known, the country 

in the Byzantine period was divided into parts called thema, which function to govern 

and defend. According to the sources of Byzantine, a thema named Opsikion was 

founded in the northwestern Anatolia in the 7
th

 century. The famous geographer and 

historian Ramsay identified the Kula Castle with the Opsikion Castle in his books 

published through the end of the 19
th

 century. However, these epigraphs can only be 

counted as predictions, because they are not supported with archaeological evidences 

(Malay 2006, Ramsay 1890). 
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In the region of Katakekaumene, there were four large settlements called 

Maionia, Kollyda (Gölde, Ġncesu), Thermai Theseos (Theseus Hamamları), Tabala 

(Güvercinlik-YurtbaĢı/Davala) (Malay 2006). 

The Byzantine historian Pachymérés stated that Kula was an area which had 

continuously changed hands among the Turks and Byzantines. In his work, this area 

was named Kula. (Arıkan 2006 quoted from Pachymérés 1999). 

When that area was under domination of Byzantine, Kula took place in the 

thema of Opsikia, a Turkish name (Arıkan 2006 quoted from Ramsay 1890). 

The period of principalities had great impact in the Anatolia history as the cities 

were built up and the number of villages rose. There was a socio-economical balance 

among the cities, villages and the immigrants, making the economical life stronger 

(Arıkan 2006, quoted from Heyd 1975). 

As are in all of the Islamic counties, there were foundations of the Germiyan 

Principality and the income sources were provided in order to make these foundations 

keep functioning. Indicating the stamina of the economical life, these foundations also 

existed in the Ottoman period (Arıkan 2006). 

The history of Kula was clarified with Germiyan principality. After the collapse 

of the Anatolian Seljuk State in Western Anatolia, Germiyan principality was 

established in Kütahya. Yakup Bey the first (1300-1340) was the first head of 

principality. After Yakup Bey the first, his son Mehmet Bey (1340-1361) was the head 

of Germiyan principality. He took back the cities as Kula, Angir (Simav) under the 

direction of the Catalans. This event was recorded with a stone inscription by Yakup 

Bey the second in the Yakub Bey Madrasah, a foundation of himself, in Kütahya 

(Arıkan 2006, Çiftcioğlu 2006). 

The head of the Germiyan principality Süleyman ġah (1361-1387); made his 

daughter (Devlet Hatun) marry with Yıldırım Bayezid, the son of Murat the first, and 

gave a large part of the land (Kütahya, TavĢanlı, Emed, Simav ve Gediz) to the 

Ottomans as a marriage portion. After this event, the principality center was moved to 

Kula by Süleyman ġah (1381). In 790 (1388), Süleyman ġah died and he was buried 

into a tomb in Gürhane Madrasah which was built by him. Gürhane Madrasah does not 

remain today, except the tomb which is still present in Kula. At the period of, Süleyman 

ġah’s son, Yakup Bey the second; all the land of principality passed into the hands of 

Ottoman (1390). Because, after Yıldırım Bayezid acceded to the throne, Yakup Bey the 

second was the head of the principality and he began to take the lands that had been 
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given to Ottomans as a marriage portion back. Whereupon, Yıldırım Bayezid came to 

Anatolia and the lands of the Germiyan were entirely added to Ottomans (Arıkan 2006 

quoted from UzunçarĢılı 1982). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14. The inscription of 

Yakub Bey II (H. 817) 

(Source: Çiftcioğlu 2006) 

Figure 15. The views of the Sülayman ġah Tomb 

(Source: Bozer 1990) 

 

Timur (with Yakub Bey the second) defeated Yıldırım Bayezid in 1402. After 

the Ankara War (1402), Timur gave the principality to Yakup Bey the second and he 

became the head of the principality again. After Yıldırım Bayezid’s death, there was a 

confusion arising between the sehzades, Yakup Bey the second made an alliance with 

Karaman principality first against Ottomans. After Çelebi Mehmed was the head of the 

Ottomans, he went over the Ottomans (1410). In return, Karaman Principality captured 

Kütahya. Upon expiration of Anatolia, after providing peace in Rumelia; 

Karamanogulları withdrew, even left the lands of Germiyans. Thus, Yakup Bey the 

second governed his hometown for the second time (1414) and recognized the 

dominance of Ottomans. After the death of Yakup Bey the second according to his last 

will and testament in 1429, principality passed to Ottomans rule precisely. After this; 

Kula was connected to Kütahya which was the central starboard of the Anatolian State. 

And then in 1864, Kula was connected to Saruhan Starboard of Aydın Province (Arıkan 

2006 and Bozer 1990 quoted from Varlık 1974). 

According to the tahrir book of during the period of Bayezid the second (1481-

1512), there were three districts (UĢaklı, Mihmad Mescidi and Cami districts) and 214 

dwellings in Kula. In 1520 dated tahrir book, there were four districts (UĢaklı, Mihmad 
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Mescidi, Köhne Cami and Seyfeddin Camii districts) and 273 dwellings in Kula. In 

1534 dated tahrir book, there were four districts as 1520, and 235 dwellings in Kula. 

 

Years Districts 

1481-1512 

(Bayezid II period) 

BaĢbakanlık Osmanlı 

ArĢivi (BOA), TT45, 

137-139 

Districts (Mahalle-i) Population Dwellings 

UĢaklu 125 94 

M
scidi-i Mihmad 139 98 

Cami 32 22 

Total 262 214  
 

 

1520-1522 

BaĢbakanlık Osmanlı 

ArĢivi (BOA), TT438 

 

Districts (Mahalle-i) Population Dwellings 

UĢaklı 500 96 

Mescidi-i Mihmad 345 66 

Cami-i Köhne 286 54 

Cami-i Seyfeddin 303 57 

Cemaat-i Kefere-i* n
fs-i Kula 427 82 

Total 1861 355 
 

 

1530 

BaĢbakanlık Osmanlı 

ArĢivi (BOA), TT49, 

511-513 

TT49, 514 

 

Districts (Mahalle-i) Population Dwellings 

UĢaklı 415  78 

Mihmad 321 61 

Cami-i Köhne 276 53 

Cami-i Seyfeddin 323 61 

Cemaat-i Kefere-i Nefs-i Kula 521 101 

Total 1956 354 
 

 

1571 

Districts (Mahalle-i) 
opulation Dwellings 

Cami-i Köhne 351 70 

UĢakl 320 64 

Sinan Bey 240 48 

Mihmad 470 94 

Hace
Bali 310 62 

Cami-i Seyfeddin 595 119 

Hacı Hızır Bali 70 14 

Cemaat-i Kefere-i Nefs-i Kula 475 95 

Total 28
1 566 
 

Table 3. Dwellings and population in Kula in different periods 

(Source: Arıkan 2006) 

 

In 1671, Evliya Çelebi came to Kula. According to the Seyahatname (the book 

of Evliya Çelebi), there are 8 districts, 1200 dwellings, 24 mosques, 3 baths, 200 shops 

and 11 primary school in Kula. As stated in the book, there were no bedesten (covered 

market), imaret (soap kitchen) and madrasah. Also in this book it is mentioned that the 

carpets and rugs of Kula were very famous (Evliya Çelebi 1671). 
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Judging from the ‘tahrir’ Notebook of 16
th

 century; Kula was not developed and 

remained as a small town after entering under domination of the Ottoman. In 17
th

 

century the number of districts and dwellings significantly increased as well as the 

number of religious and social buildings. Despite the unavailability of information from 

sources about Kula, looking at the residental and monumental buildings that have 

reached today, it could be said that there was an intense development activity in the 18
th

 

century (Arıkan 2006, Bozer 1990). 

After 200 years from Evliya Çelebi, at the end of the 19
th

 century, ġemzeddin 

Sami gave information about Kula in the ‘Kamus’u Alem’. He indicated that the 

population of Kula was 10041; there were 30 mosques, 3 baths, 2 khans, 15 fountains 

and a few primary schools in Kula (Arıkan 2006, Bozer 1990 quoted from Sami 1314). 

In 20
th

 century lasted from 1900 to 1930, transformation traces of the Tanzimat 

Period and new institutions which came up with the Republic could be seen. 

Furthermore the period existed before Izmir-Ankara Highway was constructed, so it can 

be considered as the last period in which features of the Ottoman can be seen (Karabağ 

2006, Çil 2008). 

The period in 20
th

 century lasted from 1930 to 1970, which was just before 

urban conservation rules. The most important change in this period was the construction 

of Izmir-Ankara Highway. The highway changed the development of the urban and it 

has still been a center of attraction for Kula. Third period lasted from 1970 to 2000, and 

in this period The Ministry of Culture urban conservation rules were valid, thus the the 

life in the town had to grow out of the border of the historical center (Karabağ 2006, Çil 

2008).  

In this period, development of districts was a greater proportion when compared 

to the previous periods. During the perion that lasted 30 years up to 2000, Kula grew 

two times bigger when compared to the period in 1950’s. Moreover, the texture 

characteristics in most of the new streets and districts were sharply seperated from the 

historical dictricts (Karabağ 2006, Çil 2008). 

Another important change in this period was the closure of the fountains. The 

fountains in Kula, in courtyards below the ground were reached by steps to down and 

could be rarely seen in Anatolia. In 21
th

 century, only one out of eleven fountains 

remained (Eski ÇeĢme). In the same period, new districts were established around the 

historical districts. The area surrounding three streets of Kula which were connected by 

highway to Kula Bazaar, has been called ‘yeni Kula’. A great number of families from 
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‘eski Kula’ moved to new houses in these new districts. After the abandonment of the 

historical houses, they sold or rented them to people who migrated from villages to Kula 

(Karabağ 2006, Çil 2008). 

 

 

Figure 16. The phases of urban development of Kula Urban Site 

(Karabağ 2006) 

 

3.3. Socio-Cultural and Economical Characteristics 

 

In the Ottoman period the population was either settled or unsettled. The ones 

who lived in the villages and towns lived on agriculture wheres the citizens traded. The 

unsettled ones lived on livestock fattening. And the military forces were the tımarlı 

sipahi (system of ikta) (Arıkan 2006). 

Kula is a rural settlement that leads a traditional life style at present. Agruculture 

and livestock breeding are the income source of the population living in the town center. 

The Gediz river has a prolific land and a climate which makes it possible to produce 

many types of agricultural crops. In this cultivated area, there are grains, pulses, 

vegetables, industrial and feeding plants cultivation. There are mainly wheat planting 

and than tobacco, black lentil and chickpea. Besides corn, onions, grapes, opiun poppy 

and barly corn are planted. There is also roasted chickpea production. The other income 

sorces are hand works such as leather work, weaving, shoe repairment, sales and iron-

work. Halvah (helva) and roasted chickpeas (leblebi) are known as traditional and 

important delicacies of Kula (Sütgibi 2006, KocabaĢ 2006).  

The area has a mineral water source consisting of rich minerals because of its 

geological structure and has a mineral water enterprice since 35 years (Günay 2006). 
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Despite all these architectural and natural heritages, they do not turn into an 

economical advantage (ġahin 2010, Candemir 2006, Taner 2006). 

Kula was a very famous weaving center with its carpets of distinctive colours 

and patterns in which madder was used. In 19
th

 century the travellers who visited Kula, 

specified that carpets trade was widespread and the carpets were exported abroad (ġahin 

2010, Evliya Çelebi 1671).  

When compared to old days, Kula arrases and carpets have completely lost their 

importance at present. Today, only a few families who live in the city center and ony 

few people who live in villages weave carpets and maintain the tradition (Deniz, 2006). 

The population of Kula in 19
th

 are Muslims and Greeks. The presence of the 

angel or crescent motive at the casing stones present at the entrances of the Kula Houses 

may provide clue for the ethnicity of the owner. According to 2009 Census statistics for 

Kula, out of 47521 people, 24241 people live in Kula centre. 11969 of people who live 

in Kula centre are men, 12272 of them are women (ġahin 2010). 

Today, hardly any people live in these historical houses. The age of population 

who live in these houses is quite high. Generally a single person or two people live on 

the ground floors, while the upper floors are left empty. The abandonment of the houses 

has led to neglect and damage (Sütgibi 2006). 

The word yaren means friend or acquaintance. Yaren conversations are the 

enjoyable meetings held among friends. Moreover, Yarenlik is a social foundation. 

Those who gathered for the same aim were called yaren. Yaren organizations play an 

important role in integrating good-natured people to life by educating them. Thus, this 

organization is a regular foundation consisting of friends and acquaintances. The 

traditional wedding ceremonies can be considered as the most important events held by 

this foundation. Until the year 1960 there were some organizations named TaĢ Mahalle 

Yareni, Arabacılar Yareni, Tabaklar Yareni, Eskiciler Yareni in the center of Kula each 

of which have acquaintances from 20 to 30. When we go back before 1960’s there were 

also some wealthy families in Kula who founded their own yarenlik organization. Some 

of these organizations were Göldediler Yareni, Bekir Beyler Yareni, KeleĢler Yareni, 

Serdar Ağa Yareni, Hilmi Ağa Yareni, Adil Ağa Yareni. The principles of yarenlik have 

some common features with ahilik. Yarenlik organization can be considered as an 

extension of ahilik as the yarens are referred to by the names of occupation groups. 

Although, its decreasing importance, yarenlik still exists today. Besides, it is a tradition 
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that can be stand for the list of intangible cultural heritage (UNESCO) (ġahin 2010, 

Durak 2010). 

 

3.4. Characteristics of the Settlement 

 

Kula is important for its wooden houses, called Ottoman Houses which could be 

seen everywhere under the domination of Ottoman Empire. The houses represent the 

valuable samples for the art of the Ottoman with their scheme and structure and 

ornaments of wood, plaster, chasing. The development of the site in the 19
th

 century, 

has created typical Ottoman town texture with its buildings, streets and other elements 

of the urban life (Bozer, 1990). 

Kula is an urban site that has preserved the majority of its architectural 

characteristics in Turkey. The urban site of Kula was listed in 1979. Today 596 listed 

houses are in the urban site. Monuments of Kula historical settelement such as ġah 

Süleyman Tomb (1388), Hacı Abdullah Khan, KurĢunlu Mosque (1496), Eski Mosque 

(before 1520), Yeni Bath (1351) and fountains are precious heritage objects (ġahin 

2010). 

 

3.4.1.Characteristics of the Urban Layout  

 

Kula historical site has an intense historical texture which consists of two storied 

and large scale houses with large gardens in general. Trees in courtyards provide a view 

of the green as peculiar to the Ottoman towns. The area, on which former texture is 

located, has a flat topography. This property of Kula prevents the perception of the town 

as a whole, as in other similar settlements, allowing the creation of stunning plastic 

effects. After all, when entered into the texture developing horizontal, Kula historical 

site with the ever-changing, surprising perspectives presents us rich space experiences 

(Akın et al. 1994). 

Narrow and curved streets of Kula, in which local stones of different colours, 

textures and sizes are used, gained specific character; with the high, deaf, stone walls 

which limits the streets, large courtyard doors, trees and projections overflowing into 

the street through the walls of courtyards. All of these are typical, physical and visual 

values for a traditional Ottoman town (Akın et al. 1994). 
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The streets, most of which have a dead-end, are so narrow that only a cart (at 

arabası) can pass through it. These streets also slope towards the middle of the 

roads.These roads give an extremely organic expression to the street texture of Kula. 

Some parts of the streets are still covered with cobblestone pavement (arnavut 

kaldırımı) and some are lined at the both sides with large slate paving stone as 

pavement. Because of narrowness of the streets, corners of house or courtyard walls 

were beveled a certain height to provide the opportunity to return (Tosun 1969, Bozer 

1988, Akın et al. 1994). 

 

   

Figure 17. A view of 

Kula Urban Site 

Figure 18. A view of 

Kula Urban Site 

Figure 19. A view of Kula Urban 

Site 

 

Kula is a town with plenty of green tones of the nature, mostly grown in each 

house’s own courtyard. The general view is dominated by the green colour. In 17th 

century, Evliya Çelebi refers to Kula as a spacious area with its vineyards and orchards 

in Seyahatname. At the end of the 19th century, S. Sami also adressed to this issue in 

his book, indicating that houses are surrounded by gardens and trees (Evliya Çelebi, 

1671). 

The features which make Kula outstanding among the others are the integrity of 

texture that has been totally preserved and the high quality of the structures. Indeed, in 

Kula Conservation Site, the samples reflecting an extraordinary architectural formation 

and care are very high in number. Moreover monumental buildings situated among 

houses provide an important contribution to the diversity of the historical Kula texture. 

Some of the monumental values, dating back to 14
th

 century, to be listed below are 

mosques, churches, fountains, baths and tombs. Likewise, the city is often encountered 

in the use of re-used material, constantly keeping the city's historical character alive 

(Tosun 1969, Bozer 1988, Akın et al. 1994). 
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Commercial quarter in Kula urban texture which has its own charm makes 

another contribution to Kula and shop typology diversity is remarkable. Although they 

are formed spontaneously, the number of the squares that are said not to be a typical 

feature of traditional Ottoman town are quite high in Kula. Cautious interventions for 

these squares converting to groom in urban areas will be an important gain for Kula 

historical site (Tosun 1969, Bozer 1988, Akın et al. 1994). 

 

 

Figure 20. The satellite image of Kula Urban Site 

(Source: Google Earth 2013) 

 

When Evliya Çelebi visited Kula there were 8 districts and 1200 dwellings. In 

the 1950s there were 11 districts and up to 1900 dwellings in Kula. Until 1980s, there 

were 11 districts which are called Mahmut, UĢĢaki, Afyon, Seyut Ali, Hacı 

Abdurrahman, Kızılkaya, Zaferiye, Camii-i Atik, Akgün Bey and TaĢ. At the present 

Akgün, Zaferiye, Cami-i Cedit, Kızılkaya, Seyit Ali Bey Districts are in the border of 

Kula Conservation Site (Evliya Çelebi 1671, Akın et al. 1994). 

From the commercial quarter of old city to the center of districts, which are 

dispersed in an organic manner towards the inner parts of the city following topography, 

there have been two mosques and a square which is formed in the front. Generally, the 

developing introverted houses have no direct connection with branch roads. The houses 

have their own ways to reach to the road which are connected to the local mosque of the 
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district. These roads sometimes reach to squares with ended fountains, such as the 

‘Dağara Square (Akın et al. 1994). 

The places for men are mosques and ‘kahvehane’ located in the commercial 

quarter and for women are fountains. People who live in Kula, meet people coming 

from surrounding villages to the market in the county which is an important activity on 

account of a great social and economic relationship (Tosun 1969, Bozer 1988, Akın et 

al. 1994). 

Most of the houses with outer hall, in order to suppress the interior courtyard to 

those who passed the street, have courtyard walls exceeding 3 meters in some places 

constituting an appearance completely closed to the outside at ground floor level. These 

mixture of local stone karataş and slate stone walls with shuttered and windowed side 

facade of the houses surround all the streets (Tosun 1969, Bozer 1988, Akın et al. 

1994). 

Usually plastered wood frame upper floors are extended towards the street with 

projections creating the desired width rooms without being affected from narrowness of 

the street not only capture the best views, but also eliminate irregularities in the spaces 

resulting from the distortion of the land inside (Tosun 1969, Bozer 1988, Akın et al. 

1994). 

As seen in facade typology, including at least ‘başoda’, various forms of 

projections on the upper floor are seen in every historical house. In general, bottom of 

projections are closed and there are few examples supported by wooden brackets. When 

integrated with the narrow street and projections of two mutually houses converging 

with large eaves overlapping, it creates a very impressive look (Tosun 1969, Bozer 

1988, Akın et al. 1994). 

 

3.4.2. Monumental Buildings in Kula 

 

In Kula Conservation Site, there are some mosques such as Eski Cami, 

KurĢunlu, Necip, PaĢa, Zaferiye, ÇarĢı, Yuvalı, Hacı, TaĢkuyu, Soğukkuyu, Hacı 

Recep, Zincirli, Yeni, Tahtalı, Karakavuk Mosques. The oldest of them is Eski Mosque 

which is located in Cami-i Atik District which was thought to be the first mosque and it 

was built after the conquest of Kula in the period of principality. According to the 
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inscription of the mosque, it was repaired extensively in 1815 (Tosun 1969, Bozer 1988, 

Akın et al. 1994). 

The second old KurĢunlu Mosque is in Cami-i Cedit district which is mentioned 

in Seyahatname of Evliya Çelebi with the name of ‘Hoca Seyfeddin Mosque’ and it is 

also known as ‘Hoca Kutbettin Camisi’ in Kula. The mosque was built in 1497, by 

Hoca Seyfeddin Efendi who is from Germiyan Çırpıcı lineage. The mosque consists of 

single domed praying space and a portico for latecomers with three domes, showing 

early period features of Ottoman. It was repaired many times in different periods. In 

addition to the mosque, shops around it and mills on the way of Selendi were built to 

provide foundation for The KurĢunlu Mosque. Bahas Bridge, which is on the way to 

Selendi, was built by Hoca Seyfeddin (Evliya Çelebi 1671, Akın et al. 1994). 

 

  

Figure 21. A view of the KurĢunlu Mosque Figure 22. A view of the bath in 

commercial quarter of Kula 

 

ÇarĢı Mosque is one of the oldest mosques of Kula, it was built by Sungur Bey 

first but after being burnt about 70 years ago it has been completely renovated. The 

Hacı Abdurrahman Mosque which is mentioned in the Seyahatname of Evliya Çelebi is 

also one of the oldest mosques of Kula. The date of the repair inscription is the year 

1863 (Evliya 1671, Akın et al. 1994). 

At present, there are two churches in Kula, one of which has burnt out recently. 

Germiyanoğlu Süleyman ġah Tomb is an important tomb in Kula. It was built after the 

death of Süleyman ġah in 1387. The building is a single space tomb in the commercial 

quarter of Kula. The tomb has lost its authenticity because of the repairs. Second tomb 

is ġeyh Esetullah Tomb which is known as Darı Efendi. It is located in Mahamit 

Districts and the date of the construction is unknown (Akın et al. 1994). 

The bath which was mentioned in Seyahatname of Evliya Çelebi as Sungurbey 

Bath, is in commercial quarter known as ‘Çarşı Bath’ with its 12 tubs in. The 
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construction date is unknown but the building shows the characteristics of early 

Ottoman period (Evliya Çelebi 1671, Akın et al. 1994). 

At the Ottoman period, many fountains were built to distribute water to Kula 

Town. At the present time, The Eski Fountain, adjacent to Eski Mosque, is located 16 

steps below the level of ground, giving an authentic view. Between 1950s-1960s new 

street fountains were built in Kula Urban Site (Tosun 1969, Bozer 1988, Akın et al. 

1994, Çil 2008). 

 

  

Figure 23. A view of the Eski 

Fountain 

Figure 24. A view of the BeĢ Ulalı Fountain 

 

3.4.3. Houses of Kula 

 

The houses in Kula Urban Site may be seperated into two main groups. These 

are the houses with an outer hall and the houses with an inner hall or a central hall (orta 

sofalı). There are 344 houses examined and 302 of them are exterior hall type and 42 of 

them are inner and central hall type. The majority of the houses are exterior hall type. 

These are diversified in itself, according to geometry and position of the hall (‘sofa’). 

Besides, the sub-types that are named according to the hall are enriched of iwan 

(‘eyvan’), kiosk (‘köşk’) and kiosk room (‘köşk odası’) (Akın et al. 1994). 

These exterior hall type houses diversified as straight hall type (283), L-formed 

hall type (2), corner hall type (13), U-formed hall with iwan type (4). 283 out of 302 

houses are straight hall type (Table 3), defined as the room series (1-4) that open to hall, 

203/283 of them are without enriched elements and 22/283 of them are with iwan, 

52/283 of them are with kiosk or kiosk room, 6/283 of them are with iwan and kiosk or 

kiosk room (Akın et al. 1994). 

Only 2 of 302 houses are L-formed hall type (Table 4), defined as the room 

series that open to L-formed hall, 1 of them is without enriched elements and one of 
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them is with iwan. It can be said, the type is rarely seen in Kula. There are 13 of 302 

houses are corner hall type (Table 4), defined as the room series that open to corner hall; 

7/13 of them are without enriched elements, 3/13 of them are with iwan, 1/13 of them is 

with kiosk or kiosk room, 2/13 of them are with iwan and kiosk or kiosk room. Only 4 

of 302 houses are U-formed hall type (Table 4), defined as the room series that open to 

U-formed hall. There are 3/4 houses without iwan and 1/4 houses is with iwan (Akın et 

al. 1994). 

 

 

 

a) The type of straight hall 

 

b) The type of L-formed hall 

 

c) The type of corner hall 

 

d) The type of U-formed hall 

Table 4. The plan schemes of exterior hall type in Kula 

 

  

Table 5. The plan schemes of exterior hall type in 

Kula (Akın et al. 1994) 

 

Table 6. The plan schemes of 

inner and central hall types in 

Kula (Akın et al. 1994) 
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The characteristics of the Ottoman Houses are repeated in general. The ground 

floors are massive, introverted and irregular planned because of the irregular parcel 

order. The upper floors are associated with external environment visually through many 

windows and they have orthogonal plans as an outcome of the projections. These 

projections are constituted as closed, prismatic masses in form of rows. Wide eaves and 

curvilinear profiles are the characteristics of Kula Houses. Although the characteristics 

of the facade are simple, the ornamentation is common in the houses. They have high 

garden walls. The double-leaf entrance doors are wood (Tosun 1969, Bozer 1988, Akın 

et al. 1994). 

The houses are introverted and two storied. In general, they have exterior halls 

(dış sofalı). In the exterior halls, traditional carpet looms are rarely observed. There is 

an independent service mass in the courtyard. There are also houses with interior and 

center halls. The windows of a room are with wooden grills, sashes and top windows. 

The construction technique of the walls is stone masonry on the ground floor and 

wooden post and beam framing on the upper floor. Stone is used on the exterior wall 

and wood is used on the floors, roof, ceiling, cupboards, doors and windows (Tosun 

1969, Bozer 1988, Akın et al. 1994). 

 

  

Figure 25. A view of Kula 

Urban Site 

Figure 26. A view of Kula Urban Site 

 

Addition and enlargement of the window openings, renewal or enlargement of 

the doors are frequently seen in element alteration. Usage of upper floors as storages led 

to the horizontal division of the houses into two independent units and to some other 

similar usage problems (Karabağ 2006, Akyüz Levi, 2006). 
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Figure 27. Construction dates and positions of the monuments in Kula Urban Site 

(revised with combination of Google Earth, 2013 and Kula Base Map) 
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CHAPTER 4 

 

IDENTIFICATION OF BEKIRBEYLER HOUSE 

 

In this thesis, the Bekirbeyler House in Kula has been taken as the case study. 

Bekirbeyler House is located in Cami-i Cedit (Mehamid) District which is one of the 

old districts of Kula. It is near the commercial quarter and a 15
th

 century mosque 

(KurĢunlu Mosque-1497) at the center of Kula (Figure 1). There is also an 18
th

 century 

mosque (Hacı Recep Mosque, 1770) in the southeastern of the building. Unlike the 

majority of the houses at the historic center of Kula, Bekirbeyler House stands out with 

its large scale. In this chapter, spatial and structural characteristics of Bekirbeyler House 

are to be introduced in detail. 

 

 

Figure 1. The house and close by surrounding 

(Source: Google Earth 2013) 

 

At present, it is located on 168 Street, no: 32, 33, 34 in Kula, Manisa, Turkey 

(Figure 2). It is on a corner plot group that is located on 114
th

 city block, bordered with 

three streets in the northwest (168
 
Street), north (154 Street) and southwest (157 Street) 

(Figure 3). Plot-1 has been granted to Kula Municipality and plot-29 was expropriated 
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by Kula Municipality, while the plot-2 is still on private property. At present it is a 

listed building entirely. 

 

  

Figure 2. A view of the Bekirbeyler 

House from the 168 street 

Figure 3. A view of the projections of the 

Bekirbeyler House 

 

 

Figure 4. Organization of the lot of the Bekirbeyler House 
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Figure 5. A view from the balcony of 

neighbour building in southwestern 

Figure 6. A view from the balcony of 

neighbour building in southwestern 

 

4.1. History of the Bekirbeyler House 

 

Bekirbeyler House is large residence that was built for Bekirbeyler family, it is 

one of the well-known houses in Kula. Bekirbeyler was a wealthy family in those days. 

The house has been divided into three independent units after construction, but the date 

of the division is not known.  

The majority of Kula Houses dated back to the 19
th

 century and the first half of 

the 20
th

 century, considering innovations in general arrangement of plans, simplification 

of rooms’ arrangement, and especially simplicity and reduction in wooden decoration.  

Nevertheless, the outstanding houses in Kula, such as Külkömür House, Beyoğlu 

House, Hacı Recepler House, Bozerler House, Kızıklar House, Terzi Ahmet House, 

Hocacılar House, Sofular House, Çolaklar House, and Kaçıklar House dated back to the 

18
th

 century (Bozer, 1988). 

According to ‘Temettuat Notebook’ of 1844-1845 AD (AH: 1260-1261); the 

districts of Kula were Mehamid (98 dwellings), UĢĢaki (65 dwellings), Seyyid Ali (274 

dwellings), TaĢ (96 dwellings), Bey (64 dwellings), Cami-i Atik (78 dwellings), Cami-i 

Cedid (101 dwellings), Kızılkaya (179 dwellings) and Hacı Abdurrahman (165 

dwellings). Some information was given about Mehamid District; as the ‘imam’ of the 

district was Düzdabanoğlu Hasan Efendi Çerçi, ‘Muhtar-ı Evvel’ of the district was 

Mısırlıoğlu Mustafa, Hancı Hacı Recepoğlu Süleyman Efendi who was one of the 

richest men of Kula lived in the district. In 1844-1845, the richest family of Kula (from 

‘ashab-ı çiftlikkat’), with 17.006 Ottoman Money annual income was the one of 

Bekirbeyzadeler; Bekir Efendi, ġerif Efendi and EĢref Efendi. Helvacızade Ali Efendi 
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7628, KeleĢoğlu Bekir Ağa 4470, Kuyumoğlu Hacı Ahmet 3020 followed them (ġahin 

2010 quoted from ‘Temettuat Notebook’ 1844-1845). 

According to the interview with Fikret Gür and his sister, members of 

Bekirbeyler Family, wealth of the Bekirbeyler Family stemmed from large lands in 

close villages of Kula. Fikret Gür’s mother lived in the middle independent unit of 

Bekirbeyler House before her marriage and the members of the family do not know the 

division date of the house. According to this information, it can be said that Bekirbeyler 

Family was an important landlord as understood from their income in 1844-1845 and 

the house was divided into three independent units probably for the three sons. 

In the 19
th

 century, there were 16 farms in Kula, the least of which was 2500 

dunam (‘dönüm’). The owner of the Çelinkos and TatlıçeĢme farms were KeleĢler and 

Bekirbeyler. In 1860 (1276) Göldelioğlu Mustafa Ağa and Bekirbeyoğlu EĢref Efendi 

served as councilor in Kula (ġahin, 2010). 

Yılmaz Tosun has a master thesis which was published as Milli Mimarimizde 

Kula Evleri in 1969 and in this thesis the first independent unit of Bekirbeyler House 

was mentioned, because the house was divided in this date (Tosun 1969). 

In 1983, two theses about Mehamid (today Cami-i Cedit) District, give some 

information about the city block 114 to which Bekirbeyler House belongs.  

It is stated that the Bekirbeyler House was divided into three independent units. 

The owners of the units were different individuals, but the building was known as 

Bekirbeyler House as a whole. The owner of the plot 1 was Tahsin Ulusoy (son of 

Hakkı), plot 2 was Lütfü Ulusoy (son of Mehmet) and plot 29 was Rüstem Börekçi (son 

of Mehmet). The owner of neighbour plot 3 was Hüseyin Aydemir (son of Süleyman) 

(Tosun 1983, Gültekin 1983, Appendix E). 

The house is on the border of urban conservation area which is determined 

according to the Conservation Aimed Development Plan (04.04.1994-3792). The first 

time, the house was listed in 1986 (29.08.1986-2640). In 1994, its listed status has been 

decided to be maintained (09.04.1993-3248). It is located in attached list-2 with the 303 

sequence number (Appendix F). 

On July 7
th

 2002, the measured drawings, which were prepared by Dokuz Eylül 

University, were sent to the Izmir Number 2 Regional Conservation Council of Cultural 

and Natural Wealth by Kula Municipality. As noted in the report of on-site inspection 

(22.04.2003-11545) the measured drawings were found inadequate because of 
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deficiencies in the drawings and unit-3’s (on plot-29) not being able to be entered 

through. 

The roof of Bekirbeyler House has been repaired as an emergency conservation 

measure. At the same time, researches have been continued to restore the building. This 

study will be a guide in the succeeding restoration design. 

 

4.2. Close by Surrounding 

 

Its close by surrounding contains the buildings that are used as residences in 

general. There are other historical houses relatively small in scale and also two or three 

storied new houses in the vicinity. 

 

  

Figure 7. A view of the courtyard and 

neighbour buildings 

Figure 8. A view of the neighbour 

buildings 

 

The three storied new building in the north of the case study building is built 

very close to the Bekirbeyler House: nearly 3 m. Two spaces of Bekirbeyler House open 

to the garden of the three storied apartment building in the north and one of the spaces is 

on the ground floor. The space is used as storage by people who live in the apartment 

building. 

 

4.3. Site Organization 

 

The Bekirbeyler House is a corner plot group, surrounded by streets on its three 

sides. Area of plot-1 is 177 m
2
, plot-2 is 263 m

2
, plot-29 is 663 m

2
. The house as a 

whole is bordered with three streets in the northwest, north and southwest (Appendix 

A). 
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Figure 9. A view of the courtyard from F02 

(room) 

Figure 10. A view of the 

Bekirbeyler House 

 

It is a large residence with a main building, three annexes, a courtyard and a 

garden. It has two main stories; ground floor and first floor; and a partial basement 

floor. The main building is approximately 9 m. in width, 37.2 m. in length with its 

extensions and projections. The main building is 6.95 m. in height. When plan 

organisation is evaluated according to location of the hall, an exterior hall plan type is 

observed on the first floor, also the same scheme is repeated on ground floor, but it is 

difficult to perceive its wholeness on this floor, because of additions and divisions. 

 

 

Figure 11. A view of the Bekirbeyler House from the neighbour garden in the southeast 

 

The street, courtyard and garden facades of the main building are enriched with 

the projections, pillars and rhytmic room openings, while rear facade has massive 

character. Today the building is subject to alterations that have caused perception 

problems, but its structurally quite sound apart from the problem at the roof. 

It has partial basement spaces along the main building. Courtyard level is nearly 

90 cm higher than basement floor levels. The ground floor is higher than courtyard 
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levels (30-160 cm.). On the first floor there are rooms and wet spaces that are connected 

with a hall, which is composed of two L-forms. 

 

4.4. Plan Organization and Spatial Characteristics 

 

The building is composed of a main building with two stories above a half 

basement, a courtyard, a garden and three annexes. The house has been divided into 

three independent units vertically. Each independent unit has an annex and a toilet 

addition on courtyard. The height of the eaves from the ground level is 6.95 m. in the 

main building, while the height of annex-1 is 3.30 m., annex-2 is 6 m. 

 

  

Figure 12. A view of main building from 

F02 (room) on the western corner 

Figure 13. A view of the first floor hall 

from the east 

 

  

Figure 14. The entrance door of the main 

building (unit-1) 

Figure 15. The courtyard entrance door 

of unit-1 

 

There are four entrances of the building. One of them opens to hall (B02) of 

main building directly (Figure 14). For each independent unit, there is an entrance that 

opens to courtyard. Two of these entrances are on the 168 Street (Figure 14, 15). One of 

them opens to main building directly. It is closed with plastic panes. These two 

entrances reach to the first independent unit that belongs to plot-1. Other two entrances 
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are on the 157 street in the southwest for the units which are on plot-2 and plot-29 

(Figure 16, 17). The entrances of the annexes are from courtyard and the annex which is 

on the plot 29 is from the 157 street. 

 

  

Figure 16. A view of courtyard entrance 

door of unit- 2 

Figure 17. A view of courtyard entrance 

door of unit- 3 

 

4.4.1. Main Building 

 

Main building consists of main-living, circulation and service spaces. Main-

living spaces are multi-functional spaces, and these spaces are named as ‘room’ in the 

study. Circulation spaces are sometimes multi-functional like rooms, but the main 

purpose of them is to provide connection of the spaces. These spaces are named ‘hall’. 

Service spaces are used for different aims as kitchen, bath, toilet, storage and stable. 

These are different from the other main and circulation spaces. Because each service 

spaces is used for only one aim. 

 

4.4.1.1. Basement Floor Spaces 

 

There are 14 spaces on the basement floor (-0.96- +0.20 level). One of them is 

reached from garden (B11- toilet), and the other one of them is reached from the 

neighbour’s garden (B09- storage). The rest of the spaces are reached from courtyard. 

One of them (B13- hall) provides connection between courtyard and garden. Six of 

them are approximately at the same level with courtyard and garden. The rest eight 

spaces are below the courtyard level and they have 1-4 steps descending on their 

entrances (Table 7). 
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Only one of them is main space, B08- room. While 4 spaces (B02, B05, B07, 

B13) are used for circulation, the rest 9 spaces are used for service. Thus, it can be said 

that basement spaces are for services in general, and there are some circulation spaces to 

reach these services. Circulation spaces on basement floor are higher than services, their 

ceilings are covered wooden plank and floors are slate stone covering except alterations. 

 

 

Table 7. The spaces on the basement floor 

 

Service spaces are used for different aims. Only one of them is kitchen but its 

original function can be discussed. There are four service spaces (B03, B06, B09, B12) 

used as storage. The storages have lower height. In addition to these, their floors are 

slate stone covering or wooden covering. Besides, these are cool and protected with 

their positions. Slate stone covered spaces have seramic jars in general. Wooden 

covered space (B12- storage) has wooden agricultural equipment. Three of the spaces 

(B04, B10, B14) on basement level are stables. The stables have the lowest height in the 

house and earth covering on the floor. 

It is not usual to see main space on the basement level, , it is an altered space at 

the same time as understood from its ceiling. So the division of the space and some 

elements need to be restituted to understand the organization of the space. Some of the 

architectural elements show original features as openings. Service spaces on the 
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basement are gloomy-dark spaces, while main and circulation spaces are luminous 

except B02-hall. 

The service space that is referred by B01 was used as a kitchen as understood 

from the kitchen counter in the space. It is located on the western corner of the main 

building and pentagonal (3.00x 2.10x 2.24x 2.81x 4.02 m., 13.3 m
2
) in plan. The space 

is on the same level with the courtyard which makes it possible to access to space 

directly and it is entered through a single leafed door (1.00 by 1.50m., D2). It also opens 

to 168
th

 street with small windows (W3) that have been closed with wooden plank. It is 

a gloomy-dark space because of the small openings that were closed. The other 

architectural elements in the space are an interior door that opens to additional division 

space and a window to provide connection with the division space, an additional kitchen 

counter. Ceiling (1.73 m.) is wooden covering without decoration (CC3), while floor is 

additional concrete covering (SG3). The walls are thick (70 cm.) with small openings on 

and they are plastered and colour washed. The material of the counter and division walls 

is not original. The window openings were closed at present with wooden plank and 

also have additional iron grills and altered iron frames. 

 

  

Figure 18. A view of the entrance of B01 

(kitchen) from courtyard 

Figure 19. A view of entrance door from 

B01 (kitchen) 
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Figure 20. The window that opens to 

street in B01 (kitchen) 

Figure 21. A view of the additional 

kitchen counter in B01 (kitchen) 

 

  

Figure 22. The courtyard entrance of B02 

(hall) 

Figure 23. A view of B02 (hall) and the 

door opening of B03 (storage) 

 

The circulation space, referred by B02, is a hall and it is located on the western 

side of the main building, quadrangle (6.32x 3.05x 5.50x 3.08 m., 17.8 m
2
) in plan. The 

space level (-0.83 m.) can be accessed to space with two steps descending. It opens to 

courtyard with a door, 168
th

 street with another door (D1). It is a gloomy-dark space, 

because there is no opening in the space except doors. The architectural elements in the 

space are an additional staircase (SC4) which is reached from inside the house, a door 

and a window opening. Ceiling (1.83 m.) is exposed without covering (CC4), while 

floor is additional concrete covering (SG3), slate stone covering (SG1). On some parts 

slate stone covering disappeared and earth covering is observed under it. The stone 

masonry walls are thick (70 cm.), some parts are exposed without covering while some 

parts are plastered with mud reinforced with straw or plastered and painted. There is an 

additional wall to divide the space. There are two additional wooden posts in the space 

to support the upper floor. The originality of the entrance door that opens to street also 

can be discussed, because to reach the main building from the street is not usual for this 

type of house. This space has an entrance door on the street wall to access the main 



 

 

59 

 

building directly and a new staircase to access ground floor level (G01- hall). Also this 

space allows access to B03 (storage). The wall that divides the space is an addition as 

understood from its material. The wall of coutyard facade is damaged. 

 

  

Figure 24. A view of the street entrance 

door of B02- hall 

Figure 25. A view of the B03- storage 

from its window opening 

 

The service space that is referred by B03 is storage. It is located on northern 

corner of the main building and quadrangle (5.39x 4.40x 4.21x 4.23 m.; 20.3 m
2
) in 

plan. The space is on the same level with the B02 (hall). It opens to B02 (hall) with a 

door opening and a window opening. It is a gloomy-dark space. The architectural 

elements in the space are a door opening and a window opening only. Ceiling (1.83 m.) 

covering is exposed without covering (CC1), while floor is slate stone covering (SG1). 

The walls are exposed without covering. There is a low division wall and debris in the 

space. Because of debris can not be entered to the space. 

The service space that is referred B04 is stable. It is located on the southwestern 

side of the main building and rectangle (3.03x 2.45 m.; 7.4 m
2
) in plan. The space floor 

level is under the level of courtyard. It opens directly to courtyard with a door. It is a 

gloomy-dark space because there is no opening except the entrance door. Ceiling (1.73 

m.) is exposed without covering (CC4), while floor is earth covering (SG4). The walls 

are stone masonry that exposed without covering. 

 

  

Figure 26. A view of B04 (stable) Figure 27. A view of B06 (storage) 
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The circulation space that is referred by B05 is hall. It is located on the 

southwestern side of the main building, next to the B04 (stable) and it is rectangle 

(3.57x 2.86 m.; 10.2 m
2
) in plan. The space level is (+0.20 m.) and it can be accessed 

from the courtyard directly. It opens to courtyard with a door. B06 (storage), G01 (hall), 

G05 (room) and G06 (room) open to the space. It is a luminous space. The architectural 

elements in the space are the space doors (D2, D3). Ceiling (2.79 m.) is wooden 

covering without decoration (CC3) and the floor is slate stone covering (SG1). There 

are additional division panes and walls in the space. Originally, the space must be a 

semi-open one. 

 

  

Figure 28. A view of the B06-stable Figure 29. A view of the entrance steps 

of B06- storage 

 

The service space which is referred by B06 is storage. It is located on the 

northeastern side of the main building and rectangle (4.60x 4.02 m.; 18.5 m
2
) in plan.  

The floor level of the space is -0.96 m. and from B05 (hall) it can be accessed directly. 

It opens to B05 (hall) with a door so it is a gloomy-dark space because there is no other 

opening in this space. The architectural elements in the space are an entrance door (D2) 

and ceramic jars. Ceiling (1.73 m.) is exposed without covering (CC4), while floor is 

slate stone covering (SG1). The walls are stone masonry and exposed without finishing. 

The circulation space that is referred by B07 is hall (hayat) and it is a semi-open 

space. It is located on the southwestern side of the main building and rectangle (4.95x 

3.57 m.; 17.7 m
2
) in plan. The space level is the same with courtyard. It is a luminous 

space. The architectural elements in the space are an exterior door, a window series and 

a post with its stone base. Ceiling (2.77 m.) is wooden covering without decoration 

(CC3), while floor is concrete covering (SG3). The walls are plastered with mud 

reinforced with straw and colour washed. 
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Figure 30. A view of B07- hall 

 

The main space that is referred by B08 is room includes a small entrance hall 

(circulation) and a bath (service) in it. It is located on the northeastern of the main 

building and totally rectangle (4.50x 6.25 m., 28.2 m
2
) in plan. The entrance hall (1.85x 

0.9 m., 1.8 m
2
) is a circulation space. The bath (1.23x 2.27 m., 3.8 m

2
) and main space 

opens to the entrance hall. The spaces are approximately on the same level with the 

courtyard and the hall (B07), so the space can be accessed directly. It opens to the hall 

(B07) with a door and two windows. It is a luminous space. The architectural elements 

in the main space are a closet system (CS+G), a door (D3), a fireplace (F3) and 

windows (W1). Ceiling (2.41 m.) is wooden covering without decoration (CC3), while 

floor is wooden covering (SG2). The walls are plastered and colour washed. There are 

additional elements such as the walls which divide the space. In this space there is a 

spatial alteration as a result of this element alteration, understood from the ceiling. 

 

   

Figure 31. A view of the 

bath of B08- room 

Figure 32. A view of the 

entrance door of B08 

Figure 33. A view of the 

arched niche in B08 
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B09 is a service space functioning as a storage that belongs to the neighbour 

plot-3. It is located in the northeast of the main building. It is rectangle in plan 

(approximately, 6.37x 3.95 m.). The space is on the same level with the neighbour 

garden and it opens to that garden behind the main building. It is a unique space because 

it is structurally related to the Bekirbeyler House but there is no spatial relation with the 

house. It is a gloomy space like other basement spaces. Ceiling (approximately, 2.53 

m.) is exposed without covering (CC4), while floor is slate stone covering (SG1). The 

walls are exposed without finishing. 

 

  

Figure 34. A view of the entrance door of 

stable (B10) 

Figure 35. A view of the stable (B10) 

 

There is a service space functioning as a stable referred by B10 in the 

southeastern of the main building. It is rectangle (1.32x 3.12 m., 4.1 m
2
) in plan. The 

space opens to the hall (B07) with a door (D2) and it is a gloomy space. Ceiling (1.29 

m.) is exposed without covering (CC4) and floor is earth covering (SG4). The walls are 

stone masonry that are exposed without covering on three sides and the wall that is on 

the hall (B07) side is wooden post and beam framing. 

There is a service space referred by B11 is wet space functioning as a toilet on 

the eastern corner of the main building. It is rectangle in plan (2.21x 1.14 m., 2.5 m
2
). It 

is a gloomy space. The space opens to garden directly with a door and it is related to the 

furnace (külhan) that probably heats the bath (G10). The furnace can only be observed 

as its shutter is the same level with the toilet’s ceiling. Besides, there is a toilet pan, a 

door with grill on it. Ceiling (2.53 m.) is exposed without covering (CC4) and floor is 

concrete covering (SG3). The walls are plastered and colour washed. 
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Figure 36. A view of the shutter in the 

toilet (B11) 

Figure 37. A view of toilet pan in the 

toilet (B11) 

 

The service space that is referred by B12 is storage in the southeastern side of 

the main building. It is rectangle in plan (8.14x 4.19 m.; 34.2 m
2
). The level of the space 

is -0.82 and it can be reached by two steps descending. It is a gloomy space. There is a 

door opening (D2) with its frame, the entrance door has been removed. Besides, there 

are two small windows (W2), one of them is closed. Moreover, there are division 

wooden panes inside. Ceiling (1.79 m. and 2.21 m.) is exposed without covering (CC4), 

while floor is wooden covering (SG2) with under compacted earth covering. On the 

some parts, the walls are plastered mud reinforced with straw or plastered lime 

reinforced with straw. The rest face of walls is exposed without covering. The walls are 

stone masonry walls except the wall between the space and the hall (B13). The wall is 

wooden post and beam framing. 

 

   

Figure 38. A view of 

the entrance opening 

of the storage (B12) 

Figure 39. A view of the 

windows of the storage (B12) 

Figure 40. A view of the 

ceiling of the storage (B12) 

 

The circulation space that is referred by B13 is a semi-open hall (hayat). It is a 

passage between garden in the southeast and the courtyard. It is polygonal in plan 

(11.28x 2.99x 8.54x 1.28x 2.74x 4.27 m.; 37.25 m
2
). The space level is the same with 

courtyard. It is luminous space. The architectural elements in the space are a pseudo-

arch (Bursa kemeri), posts with stone bases and other additional supporting elements 
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(an iron post and a brick masonry pier). Ceiling (2.30 m.) is wooden covering without 

decoration (CC3), while floor is slate stone covering (SG1). The walls are plastered 

mud reinforced with straw and colour washed. 

 

  

Figure 41. A view of the hall (B13) from 

the garden 

Figure 42. A view of the hall (B13) from 

the courtyard 

 

The service space that is referred by B14 is a stable. It is located on the southern 

corner of the main building and rectangle (3.42x 3.23 m., 11.05 m
2
) in plan. The level 

of floor is below the level of the courtyard (-0.80 m.). It opens directly to courtyard with 

a door (D2) and to B13 (hall) with a small window (W2). It is a gloomy space. Ceiling 

(1.56 m.) is exposed without covering (CC4), while floor is earth covering (SG4). The 

walls are stone masonry and exposed without finishing. It has been considered as a 

stable, because it has earth covering on the floor and the height is low. 

Basement spaces of the Bekirbeyler house are reached directly or with two or 

three steps descending from the courtyard. These spaces are slightly embeded into the 

ground. The basement floor spaces have direct access to the courtyard or to other spaces 

which open to courtyard. 
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4.4.1.2. Ground Floor Spaces 

 

There are 11 spaces on the ground floor (-0.20- +1.60 level). Only one of them 

is reached from courtyard (G07- hall), and the rest spaces are reached from the halls 

(G01, G07, G09). Two of them are approximately at the same level with courtyard 

(G05, G06). The rest nine spaces are above the courtyard level and they have 1-4 steps 

taking. 

Three of them are circulation spaces, halls and only one of them is service space, 

bath (G10). The rest of the spaces main- living spaces, rooms (G02- G06, G08, G11). 

Thus, it can be said that ground spaces are for main- living spaces in general, there are 

some circulation spaces to reach these rooms. The rooms are different from the first 

floor rooms with their decoration program, openings, height. The spaces are on the 

different levels and some of them altered. To perceive the spaces, relations is difficult. 

 

 

Table 8. The spaces on the ground floor 

 

The circulation space that is referred by G01 is a hall. It is located on the 

northwest of the main building and quadrangle (11.62x 3.50x 10.66x 3.58 m., 39.18 m
2
) 

in plan. The level of floor is above the level of courtyard (+0.82 m.). Originally it is a 

semi-open space, but at present it has been closed. It is a luminous space. There are 
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doors, windows and two staircases (SC1, SC2). The space has been divided into two 

with an additional wall. Ceiling (2.52, 2.13 and 2.04 m.) is wooden covering without 

decoration (CC3), while floor is wooden plank covering (FC2). The walls are plastered 

and colour washed. 

 

  

Figure 43. A view of the hall (G01) Figure 44. A view of ceiling of the hall (G01) 

 

The main-living space which is referred by G02 is a room. It is located on the 

western side of the ground floor. The room is pentagonal in plan (4.13x 3.62x 2.02x 

2.18x 3.30 m., 15.5 m
2
) and it is entered through a double leafed door from the hall 

(G01). The room opens to the courtyard and street with windows on the northwestern 

and the southeastern sides (W3). It is a luminous space due to the windows on both 

sides. There are shelves, a closet system (CS+G), window series (WS6), a fireplace and 

a cupboard in this room. The ceiling (2.22 m.) is covered with wooden covering without 

decoration (CC2), while the floor is covered with wooden plank (FC1). The walls are 

plastered and colour washed. 

 

  

Figure 45. A view of floor of G02-room Figure 46. A view of architectural 

elements in G02 
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The main space that is on the northern corner of the ground floor, G03, is a 

room. The room is polygonal in plan (5.96x 2.63x 0.30x 1.88x 5.17x 4.47 m., 24.8 m
2
) 

and it is entered through a single leafed door (90 by 210 m.) from the hall (G01). The 

room opens to the hall (G01) and to street with windows;. It is a luminous space due to 

the window series on both sides. There are two closet systems (CS+G, CS), windows 

(W1, W3), shelves and a fireplace in this room. The ceiling (2.12 m.) is wooden 

covering without decoration (CC3). The floor of the room is covered with wooden 

plank (FC2). The walls are plastered and colour washed. 

The main space which is on the northeastern side of the ground floor, G04, is a 

room. The room is rectangle in plan (4.68x 4.50 m., 21.9 m
2
) and it is entered through a 

single leafed diagonal door (90 by 210 m.) from the hall (G01). The room opens to the 

hall and to street with windows (W1, W3). It is a luminous space due to the windows on 

both sides. There are shelves, a closet system, a fireplace, a cupboard and a niche in this 

room. The ceiling (2.52 m.) is wooden covering without decoration (CC3). The walls 

are plastered and colour washed. The floor covering is wooden plank (FC2). 

The main space which is referred by G05 is a room including a small entrance 

hall (circulation space) and a bath (service space). It is located on the northeast of the 

main building and totally rectangle (4.56x 4.43 m.; 20.2 m2) in plan. There is an 

entrance hall (2.64x 1.24 m., 3.3 m
2
) and a bath (1.51x 1.24 m., 1.9 m

2
). The main space 

opens to another main space, room (G06). The bath and the room open to hall, the hall 

opens to another circulation space, B04 (hall). It is a luminous space. There are are a 

closet system (CS) and a cupboard in this space. Ceiling (main space 2.32 m., hall 2.45 

m., bath 2.55 m.) is wooden covering without decoration (CC3), floor is wooden 

covering in the main space and concrete covering in hall and bath. The walls are 

plastered and colour washed. There are additional walls dividing the space resulting in a 

spatial alteration because of the element alteration. The spaces can be said to be semi-

open spaces in original. 

The main space which is on the southwestern side of the ground floor, G06, is a 

room. The room is rectangle in plan (3.43x 3.37 m., 12 m
2
) and it is entered through a 

single leafed door (90 by 220 m.) from the hall (B04) and double leafed door from room 

(G05). The room opens to the courtyard with windows, to room (G05) with a window 

and a double leafed door, to hall (B04) with a single leafed door and with a window. It 

is a luminous space due to the windows on both sides. There is also a cupboard in the 
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space. The ceiling (2.56 m.) is wooden covering without decoration (CC3) and the floor 

is covered with wooden plank (FC2). The walls are plastered and colour washed. 

 

  

Figure 47. A view of the hall (G07) and 

the entrance of stable (B10) 

Figure 48. A view of the hall (G07) and 

the entrance of storage (B12) 

 

The circulation and service space which is referred by G07 is a hall (hayat) and 

it is a semi-open space, located in southeastern side of the main building. It is an 

entrance hall to reach the room (G08), at the same time the space is for daily activities 

and to work. It is rectangle in plan (4.64x 3.38 m., 15.7 m
2
). The space level is higher 

than courtyard (+0.80 m.). It is luminous space. It opens to courtyard and to halls (B07, 

B13). The architectural elements in the space are posts, balustrades and a pseudo arch 

(Bursa kemeri). Ceiling (2.55 m.) is wooden covering without decoration (CC3), floor is 

wooden covering (FC1). The walls are plastered mud reinforced with straw and colour 

washed. 

 

  

Figure 49. A view of the hall (G07) and 

the entrance of storage (B12) 

Figure 50. A view of entrance of the hall 

(G07) and entrance of room (G08) 
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The main space which is on the southeastern side of the ground floor, G08, is a 

room. The room is rectangle in plan (5.12x 4.50 m., 24 m
2
) and it is entered through a 

single leafed door (90 by 220 m.) from the hall (G07). The room opens to the hall (B13) 

with windows (W1). It is a luminous space. There are windows (W1), a closet system 

(CS), a fireplace and a cupboard in this room. The ceiling (2.37, 2.52 m.) is wooden 

covering without decoration (CC3) and the floor is wooden covering (F2). The walls are 

plastered and colour washed. 

The circulation space which is on the southwestern side of the ground floor, 

G09, is a hall. The hall is a transition space between bath (G10) and room (G08). The 

room is rectangle in plan (4.50x 2.24 m.; 10 m2) and it is entered through a single 

leafed door (80 by 210 m.) and two steps from the room (G08). The level of the hall 

(+1.32 m) is higher than the room (G08). The hall opens to the hall (B13) and garden 

with windows (W1). It is a luminous space due to the windows on two sides. There are 

windows (W1) in this hall, these are original but two of them were closed, as 

understood from the wooden frame on them. The ceiling (2.00 m.) is wooden covering 

without decoration (CC3) and the floor is wooden covering (FC2). The walls are 

plastered and colour washed. 

 

  

Figure 51. A view of the hall (G09) Figure 52. A view of floor system of the 

hall (G09) 

 

     

Figure 53. A view of the floor and the 

wash basin in bath- G10 

Figure 54. The views of the floor and the 

pendentive of flattened dome 
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The service space which is on the southeastern side of the ground floor, G10, is 

a bath. The bath is rectangle in plan (2.30x 2.05 m.; 4.7 m2) and it is entered through a 

single leafed door (80 by 210 m.) from the hall (G09). The bath opens to the garden 

with a small window (W3). It is a gloomy space. There is a wash basin (kurna) in this 

room. The ceiling is flattened dome. It is plastered and colour washed (CC1, 2.19 m. at 

the center). The floor of the bath is marble covering (FC3). The walls are plastered and 

colour washed. The space which is next to the bath, is regarded to be in relation with 

bath. The level of the space seems to be the same with bath. There is only one opening 

to reach the space in the toilet (B11). The opening is a shutter. The space is 

approximately 1.9 m2. 

 

  

Figure 55. A view of the furnace space Figure 56. A view of the furnace space 

 

  

Figure 57. A view of the room- G11 Figure 58. A view of the renewed wall of the 

room- G11 

 

The main-living space which is on the southern corner of the ground floor, G11, 

is a room. The room is rectangle in plan (4.27x 3.55 m., 15.2 m
2
) and it is entered 

through a single leafed door (90 by 220 m.) from the cortyard. The room opens to the 

hall (B13) with window series (WS4), to garden two windows. It is a luminous space. 

There are shelves, a window series (WS4), two windows (W3), a closet system (CS+G) 
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in this room. The ceiling (2.30 m.) is wooden covering without decoration (CC3), while 

the floor is wooden covering (FC1). The walls are plastered and colour washed. 

 

4.4.1.3. First Floor Spaces 

 

The first floor of the Bekirbeyler House (Appendix-A) has a similar plan 

organization with ground floor. In general, the spaces all open to the circulation spaces 

(hall). The difference is that on the first floor there is only one circulation space (F01). 

The first floor is organized along an outer hall with nine spatial units surrounding it on 

both sides. On the hall there are three staircases. The hall is on four different levels. The 

row of room opens to level of +2.98, the kiosk on southwestern corner of main building 

opens to level of +3.4, the domed room opens to level of +3.44 and the other kiosk 

room on southeastern corner of the main building opens to level of +3.65. The wet 

spaces also open to the same level. The two ends of the circulation space are considered 

as iwans in some sources. The first end of the hall has a staircase and a sitting space 

above the staircase. This space also extends to street with a projection. The divisions of 

the windows that open to the street are not original. 

 

 

Table 9. The spaces on the first floor 
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Along the hall there are opening systems on the wall of room series. On the level 

there is another staircase. After the room row, level of +3.44 is reached with two steps. 

On the level there is a cupboard, a shutter that opens to roof, and another staircase. The 

staircase is made of iron. The staircase was renewed into metal. Also, the domed room 

opens to the level. On the level of +3.65, there are wet spaces and another kiosk room. 

There is also an element to sit on the level. Along the hall there is balustrade and 

threshold. The floor is wooden covering on the hall. The ceiling is wooden like floor 

with different techniques. The most important alteration is division walls. 

These spatial units are a room row, two kiosk rooms on courtyard facade which 

are extended to the courtyard and a domed room. Besides, there are two wet spaces at 

the end of the hall. 

 

 
 

Figure 59. The addition walls that divide 

the hall into three parts 

Figure 60. A view of the hall (F01) and 

openings of the room (F06) 

 

F01- Hall is the largest and the most emphasized space of the main building 

(138.85 m
2
). It is a circulation and a living space. It is a semi-open space on the 

southwestern side of the main building and continues along the main building turning 

between the spaces to reach all of them. The outher hall has a complicated plan which 

can be defined as combination of two L forms. The outer hall can also said to be a 

combination of a long part (I), and a U-shaped part. 

Along the I-formed long branch (3.6x 26.9 m.) there are five rooms (F02- F06) 

opening to the hall (F01). On the second branch, there are two rooms (F08, F11) which 

open to the space with diagonal doors. At the end of the hall there are wet spaces (F09, 

F10). The levels are different along the hall. The levels and heights are respectively 

+3.41 m. - 2.60 m. on the entrance of the F02; +2.98 m. - 3.03 m. on the entrances of 

F03- F06; +3.44 m. - 2.57 m. in the entrance of F08; +3.65 m. - 2.39 m. in the entrance 



 

 

73 

 

of F11 and wet spaces. It opens to courtyard, seems like an arcade, and it has extensions 

to street, to garden and to courtyard. It is a semi-open, luminous space. 

 

  

Figure 61. A view of the 

hall- F01, the platform to sit 

Figure 62. A view of the hall- F01, the window system 

of F08 and the entrance door of F11 

 

There are two staircases, both of which are on the hall and they are semi-open. 

The other staircase is open and attached to the hall. The architectural elements are 

balustrade, platforms to sit and cupboards. Its ceiling is wooden decorated covering 

with ‘çıtakari’ technique (FC2), and its decoration differs along the hall. Floor is 

wooden covering. The walls are plasted and colour washed. The space is divided into 

three parts with addition walls. 

 

   

Figure 63. A view of the 

platform 

Figure 64. A view of the 

pseudo-arch 

Figure 65. A view of the 

projection of F01 

 

 



 

 

74 

 

  

Figure 66. The first staircase in front of 

the entrance of F02- room 

Figure 67. A view of the ceiling of F01- 

hall 

 

The main-living space which is referred by F02 is a room. It is on the western 

corner of the first floor. The room is quadrangle (4.31x 4.45x 4.31x 4.54 m., 19.4 m
2
) in 

plan and it is entered through a double leafed door (135 by 220 cm.) from the hall (F01). 

The room opens to courtyard and to street with window series on three sides (WS1), 

making it a luminous space. There are shelves, a closet system (CS+G) and a fireplace 

(F3) in the room.The ceiling (2.31 m. at the edges, 2.75 m. on the middle) is decorated 

and cascaded (CC1). The center of the ceiling is square. The plastered wooden laths on 

edges of ceiling provide curvilinear transition among the walls and ceiling. There is a 

wooden covering without decoration. The covering surrounds the room on four sides 

100 cm. in width. After the covering, there is a second plastered wooden lath transition. 

This part provides connection among the center and the edges. The floor is wooden 

covering (2x18x various cm., FC1). The walls are plastered and colour washed. Two 

windows are closed as understood from their frame which can be seen on the facades. 

 

  

Figure 68. A view of F02- room, its 

ceiling and closet system 

Figure 69. A view of F02- room, its floor 

and entrance 

 

The main-living space which is referred by F03 is a room. It is located on the 

northern corner of the first floor and rectangle (4.50X 6.30 m., 28.4 m
2
) in plan. It is 

entered through a single leafed door from the hall (F01). The room has two levels on the 

floor; the entrance level (sekialtı) is on the same level with hall-F01, while the living-
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sitting level (sekiüstü) is raised 16 cm. from the entrance level. There is an arched 

arcade (direklik) between two spaces. The arcade is considered as a part of closet 

system. 

 

   

Figure 70. A view of the 

room- F03 

Figure 71. A view of the 

arcade and entrance 

Figure 72. A view of the 

shutter of the gusulhane 

 

It opens to the courtyard with an opening system (OS), to street with a window 

system (WS2). It is a luminous space, due to the number of the windows. There is a 

closet system (CS+G), a cupboard (CB1) and a top window over it on entrance level. 

There is a fireplace (F1), a seki on the living-sitting level. There are also shelves which 

surround the room 2 m.higher from the sekiüstü level. 

 

   

Figure 73. The 

cupboard (CB1) 

Figure 74. A view of the 

direklik (arched arcade) 

Figure 75. A view of the 

direklik (arched arcade) 

 

The ceiling is cascaded wooden covering (sekialtı 3.15 m., sekiüstü 2.83 m., at 

the center of sekiüstü 3.32 m., CC1). The ceiling is wooden decorated covering in 

sekialtı, while there are different techniques and levels of coverings in sekiüstü.  

In sekiüstü, the edges are wooden decorated covering 100 cm. in width. The 

center of the sekiüstü is almost a square in plan. Its corners have a triangle wooden 
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decoration which are painted with madder and also have a metal element under the 

wood. The technique of the triangle elements is called ‘ajur’. At the center, there is an 

octagonal wooden decorated covering and its level is different from the corners and 

edges. The transition to the octagonal center from the edges is plastered wooden laths. 

The floor is wooden covering (FC1). The walls are plastered and colour washed. 

 

  

Figure 76. A view of the sekiüstü ceiling Figure 77. The octagonal center 

 

The main-living space which is referred by F04 is a room. It is on the 

northeastern side of the first floor. The room is rectangle (5.10 by 4.50 m., 23 m
2
) in 

plan. The room opens to F01- hall with an opening system (OS), and to rear facade with 

top windows and a window (W1), making it a luminous space. There are shelves, a 

closet system (CS+G) and a fireplace (F2) in the room. The ceiling (3.03 m.) is wooden 

decorated covering (CC2), while the floor is wooden covering (FC1). The walls are 

plastered and colour washed. The space is similar to F05 with its plan and features of 

spatial and architectural elements. Some of the top windows are closed as understood 

from the traces on wall. 

The main-living space which is referred by F05 is a room. It is on the 

northeastern side of the first floor. The room is rectangle (4.50 by 5.30 m., 23.4 m
2
) in 

plan. The room opens to F01- hall with an opening system (OS), and to rear facade with 

top windows, making it a luminous space. There are shelves, a closet system (CS+G) 

and a fireplace (F2) in the room. The ceiling (3.03 m.) is wooden decorated covering 

(CC2), while the floor is wooden covering (FC1). The walls are plastered and colour 

washed. The space is similar to F04 with its plan and features of spatial and 

architectural elements. Some of the top windows are closed as understood from the 

traces on wall. 

The main-living space which is referred by F06 is a room. It is located on the 

northeastern of the first floor and rectangle (4.50 by 6.25 m., 28.6 m
2
) in plan. It is 
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entered through a single leafed door from the hall (F01). The room has two levels on the 

floor; the entrance level (sekialtı) is on the same level with hall-F01, while the living-

sitting level (sekiüstü) is raised 16 cm. from the entrance level. The sitting area is higher 

than the service area and covering major part of the room. There is an arched arcade 

(direklik) between two spaces. The arcade is considered as a part of closet system. The 

space is similar to F03 with its features of spatial and architectural elements such as 

ceiling, opening system. It opens to the courtyard with an opening system (OS), to rear 

facade with top windows. There is a closet system (CS+G), a cupboard (CB1) and a top 

window over it on entrance level. There is a fireplace (F1), a seki on the living-sitting 

level. There are also shelves which surround the room 2 m.higher from the sekiüstü 

level.  

The ceiling is cascaded wooden covering (sekialtı 3.88 m., sekiüstü 2.92 m., at 

the center of sekiüstü 3.19 m., CC1). The ceiling is wooden decorated covering in 

sekialtı, while there are different techniques and levels of coverings in sekiüstü.  

In sekiüstü, the edges are wooden decorated covering 100 cm. in width. The 

center of the sekiüstü is almost a square in plan. Its corners have a triangle wooden 

decoration which are painted with madder and also have a metal element under the 

wood. The technique of the triangle elements is called ‘ajur’. At the center, there is an 

octagonal wooden decorated covering and its level is different from the corners and 

edges. The transition to the octagonal center from the edges is plastered wooden laths. 

The floor is wooden covering (FC1). The walls are plastered and colour washed. 

 

   

Figure 78. The door 

of F07 

Figure 79. The 

window of F07 

Figure 80. The opening system of 

F07- room 

 

The space which is referred by F07 is on the northeast of the first floor. It can 

not be entered, observed only. Because the space has a door on the first floor level, but 
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there is any way to reach. According to observation it is regarded as main-living space, 

room. There is an opening system which opens to neighbour garden behind the main 

building. There is not a trace how could be reached in the past. Interior of the space 

could not be observed in detail. The ceiling is exposed without covering (CC4), while 

floor is wooden covering (FC1). The opening system seems to be the same size except a 

difference. It has two windows and top windows. 

 

  

Figure 81. A view of the entrance level (sekialtı) and  

the closet system in F08- room 

Figure 82. A view of the 

fireplace in F08- room 

 

The main-living space which is referred by F08 is a domed room. It is located on 

the southeast of the first floor and rectangle (4.50 by 6.35 m., 28.3 m
2
) in plan. It is 

entered through a single leafed diagonal door (90 by 220 cm.) from the hall (F01). The 

room has two levels on the floor; the entrance level (sekialtı) is on the same level with 

hall-F01, while the living-sitting level (sekiüstü) is raised 17 cm. from the entrance 

level. It opens to the hall with window series (WS3) on two sides, so it is a luminous 

space. There is a closet system (CS) on entrance level, a fireplace (F1) and a shutter (80 

by 160 cm.) on the living-sitting level. 

 

  

Figure 83. A view of the domed space and its windows 

series, F08- room 

Figure 84. A view of the 

dome and pendentives 
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This space is domed and the transition from dome to walls is with pendentives. 

The domed ceiling (3.74 m. at the center) is plastered and colour washed (CC1). Floral 

motifs can be seen under the layer of shedding paint. The floor is wooden covering 

(FC1). The walls are plastered and colour washed. 

The unique feature of this room is an independent gusulhane (bath unit) and its 

heating system. The shutter which is mentioned as an architectural element opens to a 

bath unit. The bath unit is rectangle (1.12 by 1.47 m., 2 m
2
) in plan. The level is above 

50 cm. from the living-sitting (sekiüstü) level. The space opens to abdestlik-F10 with a 

small window (W3). There are also two niches in the gusulhane. One of them has a 

place as if to put a bucket. 

 

   

Figure 85.  

The shutter in 

F08- room 

Figure 86. A view of the niches 

in the gusulhane 

Figure 87. A view of the place to 

put a bucket that is on the niches 

in gusulhane 

 

The ceiling (1.88 m.) is wooden covering without decoration (CC3), while floor 

is marble covering (FC3). The walls are plastered and colour washed. The heating 

system of the gusulhane is supposed to be related with the fireplace. There is a duct 

extending from the fireplace to the empty space under the gusulhane, like warm air 

duct. 

 

   

Figure 88. A view of the 

floral motifs, under the 

layer of paint 

Figure 89. A view of the 

fireplace and the shutter of 

gusulhane in F08- room 

Figure 90. A view of the 

duct which extends under 

the gusulhane 
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There are two service spaces which are located on the eastern corner of the first 

floor. One of them, which is referred by F09, is a toilet and the other, which referred by 

F10, is an abdestlik (ablution) space. F10-abdestlik is at the end of the hall (F01). 

F09-toilet is rectangle (1.86 by 2.15 m., 4 m
2
) in plan. The toilet opens to garden 

with a small window (W2). It is a gloomy space, because there is only a small window 

to provide light. It also opens to abdestlik with a door (D3, 80 by 2.20 cm.), the door 

enables access to the space at the same time. Its ceiling (2.19 m.) is wooden covering 

without decoration (CC3), while floor is additional concrete covering (FC4). Under the 

existing floor covering; marble covering (FC2) can be seen from the B11-toilet. The 

walls are plastered and colour washed. 

 

  

Figure 91. The door of F10- abdestlik and 

F09 

Figure 92. A view of F09- toilet 

 

Abdestlik- F10 is polygonal (0.88x 1.62x 1.27x 1.68x 2.15x 3.45 m., 5.04 m
2
) in 

plan. It is entered through with a door (D3, 80 by 220 cm.). The space opens to garden 

with a window.series (WS6) on southeastern side, so it is a luminous space. The 

‘gusulhane’ of the room (F08) opens to the abdestlik with a small window (W2). There 

is an additional or renewed counter as understood from its material. The ceiling (2.34 

m.) is wooden covering without decoration (CC3), while floor is additional concrete 

covering (FC4). The walls are plastered and colour washed. 

The main-living space which is referred by F11 is a room. It is on the southern 

corner of the first floor. The room is almost square in plan (4.27 by 4.20 m. and 

diagonal entrance side 0.9 m., 17.74 m
2
) and it is entered through a single leafed 

diagonal door (90 by 220 cm.) from the hall (F01) like other spaces on the first floor. 
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The room opens to the courtyard and garden with window series on northwestern, 

southwestern and southeastern sides (WS4). It is a luminous space due to the window 

series on three sides. There is also a closet system (CS+G). The ceiling (CC1, 2.44 m.) 

is wooden decorated covering except the edges. The plastered wooden laths on edges of 

ceiling provide curvilinear transition between walls and ceiling. The walls are plastered 

and colour washed. The floor is wooden covering (FC1). The room is spacious space 

with its height and window series on three sides. Also, the space has not a fireplace like 

most of the other rooms, so it can be considered as a summer room. Shutters of some 

windows were removed. These alterations and damages have caused to accelerate the 

damages of architectural elements. The northwestern wall of the room has been 

damaged. This problem is structural, so a rapid solution is needed. 

 

   

Figure 93. A view of the 

entrance of F11 

Figure 94. A view of the 

arced niche on closet 

system in F11 

Figure 95. A view of the 

window, floor and ceiling 

of F11 

 

4.4.1.4. Facades of the Main Building 

 

The four facades of the building will be discussed starting from garden 

(southeastern) facade, courtyard (southwestern) facade, street (northwestern) facade, 

rear (northeastern) facade respectively following the counterclockwise. 

The southeastern (garden) facade of the house, which is 17.01 m. in width, has 

6.54 m. eaves height. It is plastered and painted in white colour. The facade of the house 

is completed with eaves 150 cm and a hipped roof covered with over and under roof 
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tiles. On the facade, two window series and windows, a space entrance (B09- toilet) and 

a passage that opens to courtyard with its pseudo-arch above a projection are observed 

generally. The pseudo-arch and projection, which is nearly at the center, is the most 

dominant element of this facade. It is emphasized with its balustrade and curvilinear 

bracket finishings. 

 

 

Figure 96. A view of the southeastern (garden) facade 

 

The hall, that reaches the wet space on first floor surrounded with a wooden 

guard rail which is 90 cm. in height. The wooden door, which is 20 cm. recessed from 

the facade, is single leafed. Just above the door, there is a vertical wooden grilled top 

window. 

There are three window series represent first floor level. Besides there are three 

window series, two window openings on ground floor. And small service space 

openings on three floors. The part of the house is as the secret place, because perceive 

this garden and facade is difficult at first. 

 

   

a) unit-1 b) unit-2 c) unit-3 

Figure 97. Three views of southwestern (courtyard) facade; a) unit-1, b) unit-2, c) unit-3 
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Southwestern (courtyard) facade is characteristic that related to traditional 

Ottoman house, with its hall, semi-open spaces, rhythmic opening order of the room 

row. On two ends of the mass, there are extensions towards the courtyard. The 

extensions create two new side facades. There is a huge courtyard on this facade which 

is bordered with extensions of main mass. The division units in the house can be seen 

clearly. 

For the first floor can be said that the characteristic of the house continues. But 

on the ground floor, the closed spaces which are semi-open in original probably are not 

characteristic feature of this house. 

 

  

Figure 98. A view of courtyard facade Figure 99. A view of street facade 

 

On the northwestern (street) facade, the house could not be perceived as whole. 

But it is the only facade that can be perceived entirely. The influence of the facade, the 

house is a two storied modest example of traditional Ottoman House. There are three 

projection, two of them projection of main space (room), the one is of hall that the most 

emphasized spatial element of the house. Brackets that support the projections were 

closed with wooden laths and finishing elements on. There are two window systems 

open to the street on this facade. The window system is similar as looking their position, 

but one of them without top windows. This facade is impressive with its projection, 

rhythmic window series, wide eaves, beveled corner to facilitate the turning on narrow 

streets. But at the same time, openings that closed with wooden or plastic plank, 

deterioration on the first floor level, damages because of the passing cars cause to 

reduce the impact of authenticity. 
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On the northeastern (rear) facade, a thick wall, and smaller openings observed at 

first. Also the influence of the facade is like a rampart impact the human scale can not 

be seen. On the northeastern (rear) facade, a part of the building observed, that has faced 

street. But the continued part that is faced neighbour garden can not be observed from 

street. Because of this reason, the spaces that not belong to the Bekirbeyler House can 

not be detected at first, without a detailed examination of the house. There is a top 

window series continue along the facade, otherwise room and service windows that 

seem not original. Some of the windows of the top window series were closed. 

 

   

Figure 100. Views of the southeatern (rear) facade 

 

The wall is stone masory wall in thickness 80 cm. and for structural, the wall is 

the most emphasized element. The bond of the wall can be observed because the wall 

was exposed without covering. Another interesting feature of the facade is the division 

in the house can be seen on facade; with painting and intervention differences. 

 

4.4.2. Annexes 

 

There are three annexes of the Bekirbeyler House. Each of them belongs to 

different plots. Some spaces in the annexes seem to be part of the main building. 

Annex-1 and 2 show original features, but annex-3 is addition as a whole. 

 

  

Figure 101. A view of annex- 1 from the 

hall (F01) 

Figure 102. A view of annex- 1 from the 

courtyard 
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Annex-1 is a single storied building that is located on the plot-1. The annex has 

five spaces on the ground floor level. These spaces are a room, a hall, a kitchen, a bath 

and a toilet. Services of the annex-1 are approximately at the same level with courtyard 

and are reached with a step. The levels of the hall and room are above courtyard level 

(80 cm.), the spaces are reached with four steps. There is a space under the hall of the 

annex-1. It is thought to be storage, but could not be entered. 

 

  

Figure 103. A view of annex- 1 from 168 

street 

Figure 104. A view of the service space 

windows of annex- 1 

 

Annex-2 is a two storied building that is located on plot-2. On the ground, there 

are three spaces It has a kitchen with a big oven in and a storage on the ground floor. 

There are two rooms and an entrance space on the first floor. Annex-2 shows the most 

characteristic features comparing the others. The closet system in the room (A2F3) is 

approximately the same with the closet system of F02-room. In addition, the door that 

opens to street can not be understood. But the fireplace (oven) in the kitchen seems to 

be original and the building can be thought a part of the Bekirbeyler House. Because 

there is not a wet space in annex-2. So, the building probably is not a independent unit 

such as annex-1 and annex -3. 

 

   

Figure 105. A view of 

annex- 2 from F01 

Figure 106. A view of the 

door (A2F3) that opens to 

street directly 

Figure 107. Annex- 1 and 

annex- 2 are adjacent 

buildings 
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Figure 108. A view of the roofs of annex- 

1 and annex- 2 

Figure 109. A view of annex- 1 and 

annex- 2 from the street 

 

Annex-1 is adjacent to annex-2. The roofs are hipped roof that are covered with 

over and under roof tile.  

Annex-3 is located on the plot-29 and could not be entered to the building. It can 

be said that the annex-3 is the newest among all annexes based on newness of its 

characteristics. Different from other annexes, annex-3 is reached from the street 

directly. And there is a room, a kitchen and a garden in this house. At present, an old 

woman lives in as a tenant. 

 

  

Figure 110. A view of annex- 3, from the 

street 

Figure 111. A view of annex- 3, from the 

hall- F01 of Bekirbeyler House 

 

4.4.3. Courtyard 

 

The courtyard is the biggest space in Bekirbeyler House. It is vertically divided 

into three like main building and each part has an entrance. The hall (F01) opens to 

courtyard that is in southwestern of the main building. 

The courtyard divided into three independent units as main building, and the 

inhabitants were different so the spaces have not similar characteristics at present 

because of different interventions. 
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Figure 112. A view of the Bekirbeyler 

House from neighbour house 

Figure 113. A view of addition wall in the 

courtyard 

 

The first unit is belongs plot- 1. The second unit belongs to plot- 2. The third 

unit is belongs plot- 29. There are four street entrances in the building. The entrances 

open to courtyard directly except the one. For each independent unit, there is an 

entrance on courtyard walls. The unit-1 has an additional entrance to reach the main 

building directly. 

Related with house also relation with ‘hayat’ and semi-open spaces directly. 

Relation with garden is provided through a hall that is a semi-open space and on the 

upper level is the hall that is a similar space is located. 

There are architectural elements in courtyard as çiçeklik, trees, sink, toilets, 

niches. A special one is marble sink that can be seen in other Kula houses. 

 

  

Figure 114. A view of the toilet in the 

courtyard unit- 1 on the plot 2 

Figure 115. A view of the toilet in the 

courtyard unit- 2 on the plot 2 

 

4.4.4. Garden 

 

The garden is an open space in the eastern side of the building and it belongs to 

the plot-29. It is polygonal in form at present (17.4x 14.4x 7.14x 4.05x 14.3 m.). It is 

accessed from the ground floor hall (B13) through an opening (passageway 3 m. in 
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width) enriched with a pseudo arch (Bursa kemeri) at present. And there is an extension 

that is suitable for sitting on the first floor. 

 

  

Figure 116. A view of wall of garden Figure 117. A view of the additional 

wall and debris in the garden. 

 

  

Figure 118. A view of the pseudo-arch 

‘Bursa kemeri’ 

Figure 119. A view of the service 

space windows that open to garden 

 

The house extends to the garden with windows on ground and first floor levels. 

There is also the possibility of access to the toilet (B11) from the garden. The window 

series of the G09 (hall), G11 (room), F11 (room) and some openings of service spaces 

on basement, ground and first floor open to garden. There is also the possibility of 

access to the toilet (B09) from the garden.There is a building ruin on neighbour garden. 

Garden walls border the open space at its northeastern, southeastern and southern side. 

They are 3-4 m. and 1-1.5 m. in height respectively. 

Lower wall of the garden is stone masonry wall that is rubble stone, slate stone, 

brick pieces bonded together with. Mud mortar and wooden tie beams are used on the 

wall. Higher wall has the same features. There are some niches on these walls. The 

additional walls at the east border a debris layer. The rest of the garden is covered with 

earth. 

 

4.5. Construction Technique and Material Usage 

 

Stone and wooden are the primary materials of construction in the house. It 

shows local building traditions in the techniques of wall construction, infills and form of 
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roofing. Rubble stone is used for ground floor walls. In upper stories, wood was the 

main structural material for both vertical and horizontal elements. Wood was also used 

as horizontal beams embedded in walls. The wood material is obtained from kavak and 

sarıçam. The infill was local stones with mud. 

The house has a massive character on the ground floor. The walls are stone 

masonry walls that are strengthened with wooden tie beams. These walls are thick and 

have small openings on. Except some service spaces and rear facade the spaces of the 

main building and annexes are plastered and colour washed. On the first floor the walls 

are thinner and openings are larger. The first floor walls are wooden post and beam 

wooden walls with infill materials. 

Kula was settled on a volcanic area, so can be seen widespread use of the 

volcanic origin stones as construction material on the walls and grounds of the houses. 

In Bekirbeyler House the courtyard and some spaces as storage are covered with slate 

stone covering. Slate stones can be seen also on the masonry walls as beams. The local 

building materials are observed in Bekirbeyler House. The slate stone are type of schist 

and have dark gray colour. These stones are mined around the Kara-Divlit. Another 

local building material observed in the house is ‘karataş’. It is a black in colour, 

volcanic origin and hard stone. The stone is used on the main walls and foundations of 

the buildings. The ‘köfeke’ is a stone that is used on the wooden framing walls as infill 

element, and bond of the chimneys. It is a volcanic origin, brunette colour and soft stone 

that can be easily carved. While ‘köfeke’ is low density porous and lightweight stone, 

‘karataş’ is heavier and with more intensity. 

 

  

Figure 120. The köfeke stone used as a 

filling material 

Figure 121. The karataş used on 

foundation 

 

The construction technique and material usage of the Bekirbeyler House is 

examined under two main headings: structural elements (load bearing elements) and 

their finishings. In such an evaluation, an order from the roof to the ground is followed. 
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Firstly the structure of the element is discussed, after then the finishing of these 

structural elements. 

 

4.5.1 Structural Elements 

 

The structural elements (load bearing elements) are roof, floors, walls, posts and 

brackets respectively (Appendix D). 

Roof and Eaves: 

The roof characteristic of the building is its simplicity. Due to the geometry of 

the building, the roof is a complication of gable (beşik) and hipped (kırma) roof. Large 

eaves are used to increase the stability of roof, also to protect the walls. They also 

provide a more protected semi-open space, hall. The roof is in wood plank and beam 

roof system with wide eaves (80-150 cm.). The roof system is simply supported by the 

walls and posts. The wooden elements have larger section and were roughly shaped 

(25x25 cm.). The main horizontal joists were placed parallel to the shorter side of the 

house spaced at 2- 2.50 m. intervals. The primary large horizontal joists carried the 

uprights. The wide inclined eaves were obtained by extending the horizontal ceiling 

joists. The width of eave is 150 cm. on street, courtyard and garden facades and 50 cm. 

on the rear facade. 

 

  

Figure 122. A view of roof and eaves Figure 123. A view of eaves 

 

Floors: 

Floors in the main building are in wood joist floor system in general, the 

projections of the building as an extension of the floor system are supported with 

brackets. The wooden usage is more on the upper floors. Intervals of the circular section 

joists (15-18 cm.) are 50-80 cm. 
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Ground Slab (Slab on Grade): 

The other floor is slab on grade. The system is directly in relation with ground. 

Basement floor spaces and some spaces on ground floor level (G05- G08). The floor is 

has a covering or exposed without covering on earth. 

Walls: 

The walls in the building are examined in four groups according to their 

systems; stone masonry walls, brick and concrete block masonry walls, wooden post 

and beam wooden walls, wooden panel walls (Appendix D).  

Stone masonry walls are observed in the exterior walls of the house at the 

basement, ground and first floor level. The stone masonry walls are constituted with 

rubble stone, slate stone, brick pieces bonded together with mud mortar and wooden tie 

beams. The thickness of the walls is 60 or 80 cm. 

 

  

Figure 124. A view of the stone 

masonry wall 

Figure 125. A view of wooden post and beam 

framing system 

 

The brick and concrete block masonry walls observed in the building presents 

variation according to material preference. The walls are used in some space to alter the 

space or to renew the wall with modern techniques. For instance, halls (hayat) are 

closed to provide new spaces (G01, G06). The southwestern wall of the G11 (room) is 

renewed because of deterioration. The walls observed on basement and ground floor 

spaces. The walls are constituted with solid brick only or solid brick and concrete block 

together that bonded with cement mortar. The thickness of the walls is 20 cm. 

The wooden post and beam wooden walls are observed at the interior walls of 

the ground and first floors of the house. The infill of the wooden post and beam wooden 

is stone, brick and mud mortar, has a thickness of 15 cm. The only space that wooden 

post and beam wooden wall constructed with lath technique is the exterior wall of the 

rooms, located on southern corner. The division walls of hall (F01) on the first floor are 

also wooden post and beam wooden wall. Stone and brick are used as filling materials 

on the walls that are plastered two sides. 
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The wooden panel walls are additional elements in general. The thickness of 

these panels is 5-10 cm. and glass is used to provide light. 

Posts: 

The posts are a part of wooden post and beam framing system and support the 

system. Also the elements bears of the roof loads. The wooden elements which pass 

from above and below of windows provide connection of them each other. Posts, that 

constituted the wooden system are suppoted with brackets and connected to each other 

from upper and lower sides of windows. 

Brackets: 

The brackets are elements to support the extension elements as platforms, 

projections. The load of upper elements transferred to the lower by brackets. 

 

4.5.2. Finishing Elements 

 

The finishing elements are roof, eaves, ceiling covering, floor covering, ground 

slab finishing, wall finishing, post finishing and bracket finishing. They are discussed 

the same order with structural elements (Appendix D). The finishing has been 

differentiated because of different interventions made by different users. 

Finishing of Roof and Eaves: 

The roof covering of the building is over and under roof tile, marseille roof tile. 

Original roof covering is over and under roof tile but the covering was renewed in 

different times by individuals, because of damages. So, the covering changes along the 

main building. 

Eaves finishing change regarding the importance of the facade. On three sides, 

the eaves have wooden covering without decoration. It is exposed without covering on 

the rear facade. 

 

   

Figure 126. A view of the 

roof covering 

Figure 127. The view of 

covering of eaves on the 

exterior hall 

Figure 128. The view of 

covering eaves on street 

and rear facade 
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Finishing of Floor: 

Finishings of floor are examined as ceiling covering and floor covering. Ceilings 

are grouped as domed or cascaded ceiling, wooden decorated covering, wooden 

covering without decoration and exposed without covering. 

 

    

a) F02-room b) F11-room c) F01-hall d) B06-storage 

Figure 129. Views of the ceilings in the main building a) F02-room, b) F11-room, c) 

F01-hall, d) B06-storage 

 

Domed or cascaded ceiling types are examined in the spaces. The G10 (bath) 

has flattened dome ceiling. The construction technique of the ceiling can not be 

observed, it can constituted like the dome in F08 (room). The ceiling is plastered and 

white washed (lime plaster reinforced with straw underlayer, lime plaster finishing 

layer). 

The square-based ceiling of F02 (room) and octagonal-based ceiling of F03 and 

F06 (rooms) are combination of wooden decoration tecniques and plastered wooden 

laths like on domes. The transion faces are constituted with plastered and curvilinear 

wooden laths. The rest is covered with wooden decoration which has different 

techniques. These ceilings have square and octagonal centers. In F11 and G11 (rooms), 

the ceilings constituted with similar technique. But these have not center level and 

decoration. There is curvilinear transition element only between walls and ceiling. 

The other ceiling covering is decorated wooden wooden covering. Its wooden 

decoration technique is similar but there are not different levels. Finally, in some 

basement spaces have ceiling which is exposed without covering. 

There are four types of ceiling covering in the main building. These are domed 

or cascaded ceiling, wooden covering with decoration, wooden covering without 

decoration and exposed without covering. 

Floor coverings are seperated into four groups according to their originality, 

material, and the intensity of use. The floor coverings are wooden covering, additional 

wooden plank (plywood) covering, marble covering, additional concrete covering. The 

first floor finishing element is wooden covering (2x18xvarious or 2x26xvarious), 
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thickness of them is 2-3 cm. and widths are 18 or 30 cm. These plank are have been 

nailed to the beams with iron nails and also these are original elements. 

The second type is wooden plank covering, these are renewed elements. Marble 

covering can be seen in wet spaces as bath, gusulhane (6cm. X50cm. Xvarious). The 

last type is additional concrete covering. These have marble covering layer under the 

concrete covering. 

Ground slab finishings are located on ground and basement floor. These are 

directly in a relation with ground, earth. These are slate stone covering, wooden 

covering, exposed without covering (earth covering), additional concrete or ceramic tile 

covering (Appendix C, D). 

 

   
Figure 130. A view of the 

finishing with the 

technique of wooden lath 

Figure 131. A view 

of the rear facade 

wall 

Figure 132. A view of the 

construction of dome and arched 

niche 

 

Finishing of Walls: 

The walls are plastered and colour washed, plastered only and exposed without 

plaster. While the walls of spaces on the first and ground floor are plastered and washed 

in different colour, basement spaces have walls which are plastered and colour washed 

or exposed without covering because of usage. 

Generally, the walls are mud plaster reinforced with straw and colour washed, in 

the main building. But some minor parts have different interventions. On the walls of 

southern rooms, concrete plastered wooden laths are observed. In the storage (B12), 

lime and mud plaster reinforced with straw are observed. 

Finishing of Posts: 

The post are exposed without finishing in general, but in unit 3 oil painted. 

Some of them are covered with wooden plank in unit 2. 

Finishing of Brackets: 

The wooden structure of the brackets plastered with wooden lath technique. The 

bracket is covered with plastered wooden laths. The under layer of the plaster is lime 
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plaster reinforced with straw (1-1.5 cm.). Finishing layer of the lime plaster and colour 

washed (0.5 cm.). 

 

   

Figure 133. A view of 

bracket and its finishing 

layer 

Figure 134. A view of 

bracket and its finishing 

layer 

Figure 135. A view of 

bracket and its finishing layer 

 

4.6. Architectural Elements and Decoration 

 

The architectural elements are ordered according to their emphasis in the house, 

and relations with each others. The Bekirbeyler House has a large program, so there are 

numerous architectural elements in the building. The architectural elements are 

sometimes grouped and named according to elements that constitute the group. It 

facilitates their expression. Also the finishing elements are examined under the heading 

as a part of the spaces. 

The architectural elements are opening systems, window systems, doors, 

windows, roof covering and eaves, chimneys, ceilings, wall finishing, floor covering, 

slab on grade covering, closet systems, pseudo arches (bursa kemeri), platforms and 

extentions, staircases, balustrades, fireplaces, cupboards, seki, niches, shelves (sergen), 

wash basin (kurna), marble sink, toilet pan, shutters, ceramic jars, threshold, baseboard 

respectively. 

Opening System: 

The opening system provides connection rooms with F01 (hall). There are four 

opening system in the house and these are located on the walls that separate the rooms 

(F03, F04, F05, F06) from the hall (F01). It consists of a room entrance door together 

with three bottom and three top windows, providing light to room from the hall-F01 

(sofa). The windows are two leafed, and they have wooden shutters and grills. The 

shutters and grills are wooden. 

The top windows have different decorations, but the detail of construction is the 

same. There is a wooden frame in the wall, the size of opening is approximately 50 by 
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70 cm., and they are double-walled. In general, decorations of parts are different, inner 

part that is put together with gypsum frame and has coloured glass. Outer part is put 

together with gypsum frame and has glass without colour. 

Window Systems: 

There are 8 types of window system in the main building. These are considered 

as their elements and propotions. The materials of the windows are wooden in general. 

They have shutters in general. 

Doors: 

The doors are examined under four groups; these groups are courtyard entrance 

doors, basement space doors, original or renewed interior doors, additional doors. 

Windows: 

The windows are single space elements and these are grouped as original or 

renewed windows, additional windows, service space windows. Original or renewed 

windows are original single space windows which show original features with their 

proportions and materials. Additional windows are completely new windows. These are 

on the additional walls or panels in general. Service space windows are small windows 

with their shutters or additional iron grills. These are used to provide light to the 

services. 

Chimneys: 

The chimneys of the main building have been renewed, so their features are not 

original. However the bond of the cehimneys are original. 

Closet Systems: 

There are two types of closet system in the building. These are roughly 

separated into two types according to existence of ‘gusulhane’. There are 10 closet 

system with ‘gusulhane’ and there are 5 closet system without ‘gusulhane’. The closet 

systems examined in appendix C with their details. 

 

   

a) b) c) 

Figure 136. Construction views of closet systems 
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Pseudo Arch (Bursa Kemeri): 

The characteristic element is pseudo-arch is not a structural element. It covers 

the structural elements, brackets in the form of ‘Bursa kemeri’, it can be considered as a 

part of decoration program in the Bekirbeyler House. 

Platforms And Extentions: 

There are two platform and extention in the main building. One is elevated seki 

on the first floor hall (F01). The other is the extension which the renewed iron staircase 

linked on. They have brackets to transfer their loads to structural elements.  

Staircases: 

There are four staircases in the main building. All of them in the circulation 

spaces, halls. Two of them seem to be original or renewed with the same material. One 

is that is attached to the extension of hall-F01 is renewed but not with the same material. 

the staircase is iron. Other staircase provides connection with basement space hall-B02. 

The staircase is concrete. 

There are three staircases in the house, one of them renewed. There are three 

staircases in the main building and one of them renewed as understood its material, iron; 

it is not usual for these houses. 

Other two staircase is in G01 (hall) and their materials are wood. And they 

provide connection between ground floor circulation space (G01-hall) and first floor 

circulation space (F01-hall). The first staircase has an element over the case probably to 

sit and a balusrade. 

The original characteristic material of the staircases is wooden. Step widths are 

25 cm., step heights are 17 cm. in general. 

Balustrade: 

Balustrades are the important characteristic elements on the courtyard and 

garden facade. These are surrounded the exterior hall, staircases, and platforms 

extensions on the first floor. And also elevated hall spaces are surrounded by 

balustrades. 

Fireplaces: 

In the rooms, fireplaces are the most important elements on the walls after 

closets, are encountered in almost every room. On these fireplaces are plaster or wood 

decorated, and hoods and embellishment density is directly proportional to the 

importance of the room. There are 11 fireplaces in the main building. These are 

separated three types according to their appearances and decorations. The first type is 
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located in F03, F06, F08. These fireplaces have curvilinear design. The construction is 

wooden that is covered gypsum decoration. The second types of fireplaces have 

ziggurat form. As the first type has wooden construction under the gypsum. The last 

type is simple decoration some are without decoration. These have marble frame on the 

bottom level, the top level has gypsum panels or are without panels. 

The walls of fireplaces are mud plastered reinforced with straw. The fireplaces 

have small niches on their walls. Some of these niches open to chimney like secondary 

pipes. 

Cupboards: 

The depth of Cupboard-1 (CB1) is (72 by 155 cm, CB1) 30 cm. There is a 

drawer and a shutter, behind the shutter, two or three shelves in these cupboards. The 

material of the cupboards is wooden, inner without decoration. The outer of these 

wooden decorated as flowers and plants figures. Upper level of the cupboards, there is a 

wooden decorated grill that was done with ‘ajur technique’. There are seven cupboards 

with this type in the main building, in F03-room (1), F04 (1), F05 (2), and F06 (3) 

rooms. The elements are on the stone masonry walls (80 cm.). 

The depth of the Cupboard-2 (CB2) is (50 by 85 cm, CB2) 20-35 cm. The height 

from the floor is 1.08 m. There is a shutter and behind the shutter there is a shelf in the 

middle of these cupboards. The material of the cupboards is wooden, inner without 

decoration. The outer of these wooden decorated as flowers and plants figures also 

auger (burgu) figure surrounds the frame of cupboards. Also the shelves that surround 

the room are related with its frame. The cupboards are in F03, F04, F05 and F06-rooms. 

There are three cupboards that is this type, in F03-room (1), F06-room (2). The 

elements are on the stone masonry walls (80 cm.). 

Cupboard-3 (CB3) is single examples of cupboards in the building. The depth of 

the cupboards is 28-35 cm. There is a shutter and behind the shutter there is a shelf in 

the middle of these cupboards. The material of the cupboards is wooden without 

decoration. There are six cupboards G02-room, G04-room, G05-room, G06-room, G08-

room, and F01-hall. The elements are on the stone masonry walls (80 cm.) as other 

cupboards. 

Shutters: 

There are three shutters in the main building. The first is in the basement floor 

space toilet-B11. The shutter opens the furnace (külhan) of the bath (G10). Other two 

shutters are on the first floor, one of them is in the hall-F01 and the other one is in F08-
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room. The shutter which is in the hall is opens to roof, above the domed space. The 

shutter which is opens to gusulhane and it is like a door of gusulhane. 

Seki: 

Seki is a wooden element to sit on. F03-room is the only one space which has 

seki. In F06 the trace of the seki can be seen, it was removal probably. 

Niche: 

There are three niches in the main building.One of them is in the G04 (room). 

The other two niches are in the gusulhane of F08 (room). The aims of usage are 

different that can be understood from their location. The first niche was used for 

presentation of objects or placement of mirror. There are two niches in gusulhane one of 

them has a place as if to put a bucket. 

Shelves: 

The shelves are elements to placed something. And these are in G02 (room) two 

sides of the fireplace, G04 (room), G05 (room), G11 (room), F02 (room), F03 (room), 

F06 (room). According to the location of the shelves can be said that the shelves are 

characteristic elements of a room in general. 

Wash Basin (Kurna): 

The wash basin (kurna) is only located in G10 (bath). The material of the wash 

basin (35 by 35 cm., 50 cm. in height) is marble and it has also a marble decorated panel 

on the wall. 

Marble Sink: 

Marble sink is a common element in courtyard or hall (hayat) of the Kula 

Houses. In the Bekirbeyler House the marble sink is located in front of the B07 (hall). 

Toilet Pan: 

The toilet pan is a marble element that is covered with concrete at present. As 

can be understood from its name, the element is located in wet space, toilet (B11). On 

the first floor there is not a toilet pan, there is a hole only. 

Ceramic Jars: 

Ceramic Jars are characteristic elements in storages. They have been used in 

food production and preservation and these are earthenware in general. 

Threshold: 

A piece of wood or stone placed beneath a door. The material of threshold 

changes according to the floor material in general. However thresholds are mostly 

wooden in the building. 
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Baseboard: 

The wooden baseboard is a board covering the lowest part of walls. On the first 

floor it continues along the spaces. Its purpose is to cover the joint between the wall 

surface and the floor. It covers the uneven edge of the floor. The baseboard (2 x10x 

various cm.) is just up to 0.1 m high in the house. 

 

4.7. Alterations 

 

The alterations in the building, additions, converted elements, renewed elements 

and missing elements. The additional elements are thought to be later added elements 

due to differences between material and technique, and conflict with original elements. 

 

  

Figure 137. A view of the additional walls 

on the first floor and courtyard 

Figure 138. A view of the additional 

walls on the first floor 

 

Courtyard and main building are divided into three independent units with the 

walls. The division walls are stone masonry on courtyard and ground floor, while 

wooden post and beam framing on the first floor. 

 

   

Figure 139. A view of the 

additional walls on the first 

floor and courtyard 

Figure 140. A view of the 

additional walls on the first 

floor 

Figure 141. A view of the 

additional pier on 

courtyard facade 
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On ground floor, the wooden panes are also additional, the panes closed semi-

open spaces. The elements influences the courtyard elevation, are causing loss of 

authenticity. The bulwarks are also additional elements, because balustrades are used in 

the building in general. The elements are added to the building as partial walls. The 

metal porch is an other additional element. It is constituted with a wooden structure and 

metal covering. 

 

  

Figure 142. A view of the additional 

panes on ground floor 

Figure 143. A view of the additional 

panes on ground floor 

 

Converted elements are reconstruction of building or structural elements, which 

are protected location and materials, trough dismantling reassembly or consructed with 

different dimensions. Examples of converted elements are roof covering, chimneys and 

so on. Renewed elements are renewal of building elements or whole part of building, 

which are protected location, form and dimension but lost detail, due to became old or 

collapsed. 

 

   

Figure 144. The 

southwestern wall of the 

G11 (room) 

Figure 145. A view of 

converted floor covering 

Figure 146. Additional 

iron grill 

 

Missing elements are partial or whole building elements were lost by natural or 

human affect. Their traces can be seen in the house. For instance, the shutters of the F11 

has been removed but the hinges of them are still in place. Some windows of F02 

(room) was closed but their frames can be observed on the facades. 
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a) b) c) 

Figure 147. Missing elements, closed windows in the main building a) F02 (room)  

b) frame of the window c) closed top window in F01 (hall) 

 
 

The structure is in overall good condition except a few problems. The elements 

consumed away because of time and abandonment. The opening elements are damaged 

because of natural effects. So, they need maintenance and repair. But these problems are 

minor. 

 

 

  

Figure 148. The 

damages in F11 

(room) 

Figure 149. The collapse of 

roof and ceiling 

Figure 150. The collapse of 

roof and ceiling 

 

There are also some major structural problems. These are roof collapse, the 

northwestern wall of F11 (room), floor of G01 (hall) are needed rapidly solution. The 

damages cause to loose the original features of the elements. For instance, the collapse 

on the roof caused to damage the dome and ceiling of hall (F01). 
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CHAPTER 5 

 

EVALUATION OF THE BEKIRBEYLER HOUSE 

 

In this chapter, architectural heritage values of the Bekirbeyler House are 

defined. For evaluation of Cultural Heritage, understanding of the evolution 'heritage 

value' concept is important. This concept was discussed in the study of Alois Riegl 

(Stanley Price et al. 1996) for the first time in 1903. 

After its translation from German to English in the 1980s, the domain of this 

work increased. It has been a source of inspiration for most researchers such as; Mason 

and Avrami (2002), Worthing and Bond (2008), OrbaĢlı (2008), Stubbs (2009) and 

Gibson (2009). Madran and Özgönül (2005) and Ahunbay (2007) are some important 

names discussing the heritage value concept in Turkey. 

 

Riegl (1903) Fielden and Jokilehto (1993) English Heritage (1997) 

Age 
Cultural values: Cultural 

Commemorative Relative artistic or technical 
Aesthetic 

Use Rarity 
Recreational 

Newness 
Contemporary socioeconomic values: 

Resource 

  
Economic Economic 

  
Functional 

  

  
Educational 

  

  
Social 

  

  
Political 

  

Mason (2002) Fielden (2003) Throsby (2006) 

Sociocultural values: 
Emotional 

Aesthetic 

Historical Cultural  
Spiritual 

Cultural / symbolic Use 
Social 

Social 
 

Historical 

Spiritual / religious 
 

Symbolic 

Aesthetic 
 

Authenticity 

Economic values:   

Use (market) value 
  

Non-use (non-market)  
  

Table 10. Comparison of classifications of values 

(Source: Worthing and Bond 2008) 
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The first phase of the protection phenomenon is to determine what is worth 

protecting. While decisions about which architectural heritage should be conserved are 

sometimes controversial, most people agree that represent the best of their type and 

those with the greatest historical and artistic significance should be saved (Worthing 

and Bond 2008, Stubbs 2009). Determining what should be conserved and what should 

not is one of the most crucial questions in architectural conservation. It is also one of the 

most difficult. Criteria for defining significance or value are often not easy to apply due 

to the ever-changing global context and evolving popular attitudes toward history. 

Subtle changes in philosophies of history and realizations about histories and meanings 

of objects and places keep heritage conservation practice dynamic. A seemingly 

exponential number of objects, buildings, and sites are created with every passing 

decade. When added to vast amounts of neglected and threatened built heritage, cultural 

heritage managers find themselves in deciding what can be treated, when it can be 

treated, and which treatment is the best (Stubbs 2009). 

Therefore, the first step for practice is the selection of the indispensable 

monuments to be protected. The criteria of value can function as references. Ahunbay 

(2007) defines these criteria as historical document nature, age/ oldness condition, 

aspects of aesthetic value. 

According to OrbaĢlı (2008), values most commonly associated with the cultural 

heritage are historic, architectural, aesthetic, rarity or archaeological values. Other 

values are less tangible and relate to the emotional, symbolic and spiritual meanings of a 

place. 

In the ICOMOS 14
th

 General Assembly in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe (2003), it is 

stated that ‘Value and authenticity of architectural heritage cannot be based on fixed 

criteria because the respect due to all cultures also requires that its physical heritage 

be considered within the cultural context to which it belongs. The value of architectural 

heritage is not only in its appearance, but also in the integrity of all its components as a 

unique product of the specific building technology of its time. In particular the removal 

of the inner structures maintaining only the facades does not fit the conservation 

criteria’. 

UNESCO’s World Heritage List program emphasizes authenticity and integrity 

as important inputs of value discussions (UNESCO, 2013). Presence of protection and 

management strategies is considered as valid in determination of items to be listed since 
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it guarantees the sustaining of heritage values. Within this frame, the architectural 

heritage values of the Bekirbeyler House are questioned. 

Bekirbeyler House is an 18
th

 century Ottoman house which was built as a large 

residence for the Bekirbeyler Family who were weathy in the 1800s. 

Located in Kula Urban Site, Bekirbeyler House is an architectural heritage and 

an important sample of an Ottoman settlement. 

Kula, as a settlement, has distinctive characteristics such as fountains. Before 

Ottoman period, there were lots of archaeological ruins nearby. In addition, the site has 

other different features such as volcanic cones, fairy chimneys, footprints, and thermal 

springs. Kula is famous for its natural, archaeological and architectural characteristics. 

Environment is significant with its unique features. 

The Bekirbeyler House is an important architectural heritage in this significant 

area, with its spatial and structural characteristics. The house is not only important 

among Kula Houses, but also among Ottoman Houses that have remained until today 

with its characteristics. Bekirbeyler House represents characteristics of the hayat houses 

in terms of its intact rural characteristics. 

Bekirbeyler House has been considered to have specifically historical, age and 

aesthetic values. 

 

5.1. Historical Value 

 

In terms of having a rare scale and a rare plan typology, the house also has a 

documental importance. The house is the one sample in block 344. 

Concerning its relation with yarenlik tradition, the house is vauable as it reflects 

this historical life style. 

It also stands out as a historical document, representing the solutions of the wet 

spaces related with the room, techniques of constructing the closet systems and 

fireplaces, domed ceiling techniques and other ceiling-decoration techniques. 

In terms of having a rare scale and a rare plan type, the house also has 

documental importance. Kula is considered as a part of the historical urban site texture. 

Thus, it is also a document of the Ottoman site-planning history. 

Bekirbeyler House’s sample characteristic of design and proportion and the 

contribution that the architecture of the building has made to the quality of the everyday 
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experience, and the spatial contribution of the building to the architectural style are 

among its historical values. 

Its owners were one of the wealthiest families in Kula in the beginning of 1800s, 

so it is also considered to have historical value because of its relation with the 

outstanding Bekirbeyler Family. The building is a historical document that represents 

the life of the family and outstanding building traditions of its period. 

 

5.2. Age and Rarity Value 

 

Life in Bekirbeyler House was quite different from the residential life today. 

This makes the house a product of a different life style. Concerning this historical style, 

the concept of privacy was given a great importance. The approach that makes it 

possible to reach the private places such as courtyard and garden turns into a restricted 

concept when it comes to public places such as streets. The house can be said to be a 

whole world in itself. 

However, the houses of the present day comprehend architectural spaces that 

directly open to public space, the balconies can not truly express the life style 

interwined with nature unlike the style in sofas and courtyards of hayat houses. So, in 

terms of its privacy, the Bekirbeyler House is rare, when compared to the design 

approaches of the majority of the housing stock of today. 

The construction technique and materials used at Bekirbeyler House is masonry 

on the basement floor, and wooden framing system with infill and plastering on the 

upper floors. Thanks to its enduringness in earthquakes, wooden framing system stands 

out when compared to other techniques making it a technique mentioned in many 

researches. Moreover, this material is a lighter one when compared to the construction 

materials used today. So, it is rare in terms of its structural characteristics as well. 

Because of the fact that the production process today focuses on coming with the 

result immediately, the tastiness and attentive labour in the historical buildings can not 

be seen in the buildings of the present-day. So, in terms of its construction aesthetics, it 

is rare. 

The building dates to the 18
th

 century. The majority of the historical houses in 

Kula, however, date to the 19
th

 century (Bozer 1988). So, the Bekirbeyler House can be 

evaluated as rare in terms of its age as well. 
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5.3. Aesthetic Value 

 

The Bekirbeyler House is one of the most original and instructive sample of 

traditional Ottoman House that is called hayat house. This type of structure can show all 

aspects of life in the culture of a society and its aesthetic tendencies. In this building, 

despite some alterations, the exterior hall or hayat were preserved and can be perceived 

in general. The form of house is roughly like U, one of branches is longer and broader 

than the other or can be said combination of two L forms. The branches are like 

extensions of the main building to courtyard. Between the extension rooms and the 

room rows on main branch, new spaces such as iwans (eyvan) that are parts of the 

exterior hall are created. It is a long building with its room row and the spatial 

extensions to courtyard that provide new spaces to the building give a bordered and 

aggregating impression. There are three staircases in the building and three of them in 

exterior hall as gaps on the hall floor. The other staircase is articulated to the long and 

broad extension. It has a large front garden and a hidden garden. There are three 

independent annexes whose two of them show some original characteristics and one is 

completely additional. There are also small toilet additions on courtyard. 

Bekirbeyler House presents its authenticity and the beauty of the first design can 

be read significantly. Spirit of the structure is impressive and visitors take pleasure to be 

here and are affected. Design conception of the building has a different perspective, 

unlike the present day. It is away from the drab and monotonous scheme of 

contemporary buildings. It provides escape from current time offering a life intertwined 

with nature. 

It is presenting a joyful life style, with its closed, open and semi-open spaces, the 

house can be given as a design example to the present-day architects. Hayat has a 

concept of living that gives importance to both privacy and being interlwined with 

nature with its courtyard and garden. Its spaces which are functionally separated in 

itself, the improvement in decoration with respect to the place and special solutions 

made for the special spaces point to a design approach with a high life standard. Having 

a projection on the street side, the house makes it possible to watch the street. Another 

staircase is attached to its extension towards the courtyard. Its extension towards the 

garden is a better place to spend longer time. 
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The spaces on the upper floors are the ones that are qualified and are special in 

aesthetical aspect. Probably used as a guest room, the domed room (F08) has some 

outstanding features among the other rooms. Apart from being domed and being roomy, 

the closet system has some special reliefs on the fireplace. It can be understood from the 

shedding paints that its dome is covered with herbal figures. This room has its own 

gusulhane, unattached to the closet system. This gusulhane is heated by the fireplace in 

the same room.  

The rooms (F03 and F06) stand out with their wooden decorations, direklik that 

divides the room and well-decorated closet system features. The rooms (F02 and F11) 

are kiosk rooms that do not only take place on the extension towards the courtyard but 

also have an impresing view when someone looks into the house from the doors. The 

rooms (F04 and F05) are quite similar to each other. They are rich in decoration with 

their closet systems, ceilings and openings. They also have cascaded fireplaces in the 

form of Zigurrat.  

The house’s rooms on the basement floor have less decoration elements when 

compared to the ones on the upper floors. The fireplaces in these rooms have simpler 

decoration elements unlike the ones on upper floors. They are taught to be functional 

spaces, though. 

The Bekirbeyler House is an architectural heritage that has aesthetic value 

because it has maintained its authenticity. The elements retain their characteristics in 

this house. 

The decoration programmes of the Bekirbeyler House provide aesthetic value. 

The wooden ceiling decorations and the domed ceiling have paintings under the plaster. 

Also the characteristics of the ceiling are different. The decoration of the cupboards, 

fireplaces and top windows can be counted aesthetic values. 
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CHAPTER 6 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

This study has presented an architectural identification of Bekirbeyler House in 

Kula, Manisa. Spatial and structural characteristics and architectural elements to 

evaluate its heritage characteristics have been focused on. Moreover, evaluation of the 

case, as a part of the residential architecture in Kula, experienced during early period of 

Ottoman has been made. The historical significance of Bekirbeyler House as a social 

unit was tried to be clarified. 

The Bekirbeyler House is situated in a residential area within which traditional 

buildings and modern apartments exist together. The two storied main building is 

situated in a historical garden surrounded by a series of historical buildings and two or 

three storied apartments and traditional residences. Today the apartment at the northern 

side of the main building conflicts with the historical character of the building. 

Despite the additions and divisions in its historical context, the site organization 

has preserved its original characteristics such as the main building and its relation with 

the large courtyard and the garden, enriched with annexes and trees. Moreover, the main 

building still possesses the majority of its original characteristics such as its exterior 

hall, iwans and its surrounding rooms, spaces specific to the hayat house and the 

elements of these spaces. 

It is a two storied building slightly elevated over a basement floor extending 

towards a courtyard. The U-formed building is covered with a combination of gable and 

hipped roof and it is surrounded by wide eaves. The roof is covered with traditional 

over and under roof tiles and additional marseille tiles. The main facades, organized 

with pillars and rhythmic decorated opening series, are enriched with extensions. The 

plan scheme with the exterior hall appears both on the ground and on the first floor, 

although it is difficult to perceive this scheme on the ground floor because of divisions 

and altered spaces. 

There are 52 spaces in Bekirbeyler House. These spaces in Bekirbeyler House 

are examined as a whole under four major headings. These are main building, annexes, 

courtyard and garden. The spatial characteristics are composed of three groups. These 
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are living spaces-rooms, circulation and living spaces-halls (hayat, sofa) and service 

spaces. Main building spaces are examined considering their spatial relations, features, 

and elements. The annexes are also examined under these three groups. As a result of 

the spatial examination, a spatial characteristics table is prepared and this table presents 

in detail the differences and similarities between spaces with reference to their 

architectural elements, dimensions and relations with each other in detail. The table also 

includes alterations. The detailed tables together with conventional drawings and maps 

are sufficient in understanding the architectural qualities of the house. 

36 of the spaces belong to the main building. The main building is two and some 

parts three storied: the ground floor and the first floor with a partial basement floor. All 

of the rooms are organised along a semi-open hall extending to the garden in one of the 

long side, and flanked by room series on the other long side. However, only the first 

floor hall, which is L planned, represents continuity, while those on the lower levels are 

in form of partial circulation spaces both because of variation in their base planes and 

because of breaks with other spatial elements. 

Basement floor is composed of service, circulation spaces and a main space 

whose base planes are between the levels of -0.94 and +0.20. On this partial basement 

floor; there are 14 spaces, 9 of which are service spaces as kitchen, stable and storages. 

4 of the 14 spaces are circulation spaces and the only one of them is a main-living space 

(room). The base planes of the spaces on the ground floor are between the levels of 

+0.20 and +1.60. On the ground floor, there are 11 spaces including 7 main-living 

spaces (rooms), 3 circulation spaces, and the only one of them is a service space that is 

used as a bath. The base planes of the spaces on the first floor are between the levels of 

+2.98 and +3.80. On the first floor, all of the 11 spaces are on the same base plane level. 

And 11 spaces consist of 8 main-living spaces (rooms), 2 service spaces and the only 

one circulation space to provide connection between spaces. 

Totally, there are 16 main-living spaces (rooms), 8 circulation spaces (halls, 

hayat, sofa) and 12 service spaces in the main building. 8 of the rooms are on the first 

floor, 7 of the rooms are on the ground floor and only one of them is on the basement 

floor. The rooms are multi-functional spaces. Their characteristics are different on the 

floors. The rooms on the first floor are the most characteristics in the main building with 

their decoration programs, heights and openings. One of 8 halls is on the first floor, and 

three of them are on the ground floor, four of them are on the basement floor. Two of 12 
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service spaces are on the first floor and one of them is on the ground floor. The rest of 

the service spaces are on the basement floor. 

14 of the spaces belong to annexes. Annex-1 has 6 spaces; one of them is 

storage on the half basement floor, and the rest a circulation space, a room, a toilet, a 

bath and a kitchen, are on ground floor. Annex-2 has 6 spaces on two stories. 3 of them 

are on the ground floor, these spaces are a storage, a hall and a kitchen. The other 3 

spaces are two rooms and a hall. Annex-3 could not be entered, thus, observed only. 

According to the observations it is considered as 2 spaces: main mass of annex-3 and its 

courtyard. In the main mass of annex-3, there are 2 spaces. These are an entrance hall 

which also functions both as a kitchen and a room. In the courtyard, there is a small 

courtyard with wet spaces and a storage that sheltered additional element. The last two 

spaces of the Bekirbeyler House are the courtyard and the garden. The courtyard is the 

largest space in the building. The garden which can not be perceived at first is reached 

from the courtyard. 

Stone and wooden are the primary materials of construction in the house. Rubble 

stone is used for ground floor walls. In upper stories, wood was the main structural 

material for both vertical and horizontal elements. Wood was also used as horizontal 

beams embedded in walls. The wood material is obtained from kavak and sarıçam. The 

infill was local stones with mud. The house has a massive character on the ground floor. 

The walls are stone masonry walls that are strengthened with wooden tie beams. Except 

some service spaces and rear facade the spaces of the main building and annexes are 

plastered and colour washed. On the first floor the walls are thinner and openings are 

larger. The structural elements roof, floors, walls, posts and brackets. The roof is a 

complication of gable and hipped roof. Large eaves are used to increase the stability of 

roof, also to protect the walls. The roof is in wood plank and beam roof system with 

wide eaves. Floors in the main building are in wood joist floor system in general. The 

walls are stone masonry walls, brick and concrete block masonry walls, wooden post 

and beam wooden walls, wooden panel walls. The finishing elements are roof, floor, 

wall, post and bracket coverings. The roof covering of the building is over and under 

roof tile, marseille roof tile. Finishings of floor are examined as ceiling and floor 

covering. Ceilings are grouped as domed or cascaded ceiling, wooden decorated 

covering, wooden covering without decoration and exposed without covering. Floor 

coverings are wooden covering, wooden plank covering, marble covering and additional 

concrete covering. Ground slab finishings are slate stone covering, wooden covering, 
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exposed without covering (earth covering), additional concrete or ceramic tile covering. 

The walls are plastered and colour washed, plastered only and exposed without plaster. 

While the walls of spaces on the first and ground floor are plastered and washed in 

different colour, basement spaces have walls which are plastered and colour washed or 

exposed without covering because of usage. Posts are not covered in general except 

additional interventions. The wooden structure of the brackets plastered with wooden 

lath technique. 

The Bekirbeyler House has a large program, so there are numerous architectural 

elements in the building. The architectural elements are sometimes grouped and named 

according to elements that constitute the group. It facilitates their expression. Also the 

finishing elements are examined under the heading as a part of the spaces. The 

architectural elements are opening systems, window systems, doors, windows, roof 

covering and eaves, chimneys, ceilings, wall finishing, floor covering, slab on grade 

covering, closet systems, pseudo arches (Bursa kemeri), platforms and extentions, 

staircases, balustrades, fireplaces, cupboards, seki, niches, shelves (sergen), wash basin 

(kurna), marble sink, toilet pan, shutters, ceramic jars, threshold, baseboard. 

The alterations in the building, additions, converted elements, renewed elements 

and missing elements. The additional elements are thought to be later added elements 

due to differences between material and technique, and conflict with original elements. 

Renewed (converted) elements are reconstruction of building or structural elements, 

which are protected location and materials, trough dismantling reassembly or 

consructed with different dimensions. Missing elements are partial or whole building 

elements were lost by natural or human affect. Their traces can be seen in the house. 

Bekirbeyler House has been considered to have specifically historical, age and 

aesthetic values. Concerning its relation with yarenlik tradition, the house is vauable as 

it reflects this historical life style. In terms of having a rare scale and a rare plan type, 

the house also has documental importance. Kula is considered as a part of the historical 

urban site texture. Bekirbeyler House’s sample characteristic of design and proportion 

and the contribution that the architecture of the building has made to the quality of the 

everyday experience, and the spatial contribution of the building to the architectural 

style are among its historical values. Its owners were one of the wealthiest families in 

Kula in the beginning of 1800s, so it is also considered to have historical value because 

of its relation with the outstanding Bekirbeyler Family. The building is a historical 

document that represents the life of the family and outstanding building traditions of its 
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period. The production process today focuses on coming with the result immediately, 

the tastiness and attentive labour in the historical buildings can not be seen in the 

buildings of the present-day. So, in terms of its construction aesthetics, it is rare. The 

building dates to the 18
th

 century. The majority of the historical houses in Kula, 

however, date to the 19
th

 century. So, the Bekirbeyler House can be evaluated as rare in 

terms of its age as well. The Bekirbeyler House is an architectural heritage that has 

aesthetic value because it presents its authenticity and the beauty of the first design. 

Spirit of the structure is impressive. Design conception of the building has a different 

perspective, unlike the present day. The decoration programmes of the Bekirbeyler 

House provide aesthetic value. The decoration of the cupboards, fireplaces and top 

windows can be counted aesthetic values. The decoration program has sustained its 

authenticity especially on ceilings and in fireplaces. One of the rooms (F08) has a 

domed ceiling and four rooms (F02, F03, F06, F11) have cascaded ceilings with 

wooden decoration techniques. The wet spaces are located on the eastern corner of the 

main building, on ground and first floors. These spaces related with each other, but the 

relation is not clear especially for the bath. In this building, there is not an iwan (eyvan) 

but on two ends of the hall (F01) there are two elevated spaces called as sekilik in the 

houses. This is a characteristic feature of Kula houses. These spaces have special sitting 

elements, one oriented to the street and the other to the garden to watch street and 

garden. 

Bekirbeyler House is abandoned today and the roof system at the east of main 

building has been damaged and some parts of the roof have collapsed. Supportive posts 

have been provided under the beams by the Kula Municipality to prevent collapse, but it 

is not sufficient. 

Interventions should be formulated rapidly, in order to prevent the loss of the 

heritage values. Firstly, the ownership problem must be solved to can be restored. Plot-2 

is not public, it is still privately owned, so it blocks the intervention of the building as a 

whole. The plot-2 must be expropriated, and the building must be evaluated as a whole. 

As a result, this study has provided information about the life style of an early 

Ottoman family. The family is large and one of the important families in Kula. The 

domestic attitudes and behaviours of Bekirbeyler family and the reflections of these 

attitudes and behaviours can be observed in the housing architecture. It makes also an 

important contribution to the studies on Kula houses and its characteristics. The 
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thematic tables proposed for the analysis of the characteristics of the case study have 

facilitated understanding of architectural heritage values. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

ANALYSIS OF SPATIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 

Figure A.1. Site Characteristics 
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Figure A.2. Main Building Characteristics: Legend 
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Figure A.3. Main Building Characteristics: Basement Floor 
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Figure A.4. Main Building Characteristics: Ground Floor 
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Figure A.5. Main Building Characteristics: First Floor 
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Figure A.6. Annex Characteristics 
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Figure A.7. Characteristics of the Third Dimension 
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APPENDIX B 

 

TABLE OF SPACES 

Table B.1. (Spaces) 

ID Name Characteristics of the Space 

1 

B
0

1
 –

 K
IT

C
H

E
N

 

M
a

in
 B

u
il

d
in

g
 

Function: service space, kitchen 

Position: western corner of the main building 

Plan Schemes: pentagonal 

Size, Area: 3.00x 2.10x 2.24x 2.81x 4.02 m., 13.3 m2 

Height: 173 cm. 

Level: 0.00 

Opens to: courtyard and street 

Light: gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: windows(W3), door (D2), additional kitchen counter 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: additional concrete covering (SG3) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed  

Alteration: division of the space with additional walls, additional floor covering, additional 

ceiling covering renewed window frame 

2 

B
0

2
 –

 H
A

L
L

 

M
a

in
 B

u
il

d
in

g
 

Function: circulation space, hall 

Position: northwestern side of the main building 

Plan Schemes: quadrangle 

Size, Area: 6.32x 3.05x 5.50x 3.08 m., 17.8 m2 

Height: 1.83 m. 

Level: -0.83 m. 

Opens to: courtyard, street 

Light: gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: staircase(SC4), doors(D2, D4) 

Architectonic Characteristics: 

Floor: slate stone covering (SG1) 

Ceiling: exposed without covering (CC4) 

Walls: exposed without covering 

Alteration: additional walls, additional staircase, floor covering, supported posts 

3 

B
0

3
 –

 S
T

O
R

A
G

E
 

M
a

in
 B

u
il

d
in

g
 

Function: service space, storage 

Position: northern corner of the main building 

Plan Schemes: quadrangle 

Size, Area: 5.39x 4.40x 4.21x 4.23 m., 20.3 m2 

Height: 1.83 m. 

Opens to: hall (B02) 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: door and window openings 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: slate stone covering (SG1) 

Ceiling: exposed without covering (CC4) 

Walls: exposed without covering 

4 

B
0

4
 –

 S
T

A
B

L
E

 

M
a

in
 B

u
il

d
in

g
 

Function: service space, stable 

Position: southwestern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 3.03x 2.45 m., 7.4 m2 

Height: 1.73 m. 

Opens to: courtyard 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: door 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: exposed without covering (SG4) 

Ceiling: exposed without covering, compacted earth covering (CC4) 

Walls: exposed without covering 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table B.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Characteristics of the Space 

5 

B
0

5
 –

 H
A

L
L

 

M
a

in
 B

u
il

d
in

g
 

Function: circulation space, hall 

Position: southwestern of the building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 3.57x 2.86 m., 10.2 m2 

Height: 279 cm. 

Opens to: courtyard, storage (B06), hall (G01), rooms(G06-G08) 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: division panes 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: slate stone covering (SG1) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: wooden division panes additional to close ‘hayat’ 
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Function: service space, storage 

Position: northeastern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 4.60x 4.02 m., 18.5 m2 

Height: 1.73 m. 

Opens to: hall (B05) 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: door, , ceramic jars 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: slate stone covering (SG1) 

Ceiling: exposed without covering (CC4) 

Walls: exposed without covering 

Alteration:- 
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Function: circulation space, hall, ‘hayat’ 

Position: southwest of the building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 4.95x 3.57 m., 17.7 m2 

Height: 2.77 m. 

Opens to: courtyard, semi-open space 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: a post 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: additional concrete covering (SG3) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration:- 
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Function: main space, room; circulation and service spaces in it 

Position: northeastern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size Area: 4.50x 6.25 m.(whole space), 28.2 m2 

hall: 1.85x 0.9 m. (1.8 m2 hall) 

bath: 1.23x 2.27 m. (3.8 m2 bath) 

Height: 2.41 m. 

Opens to: hall (B07) 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: door, window, closet system, fireplace 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (SG2) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: - 
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ID Name Characteristics of the Space 
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Function: service space, storage 

Position: northeastern side of the building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle (approximately) 

Size, Area: 6.37x 3.95 m., 25.2 m2 (approximately) 

Height: 2.53 m. (approximately) 

Opens to: neighbour garden, rear of the main building 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: door 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: additional concrete covering (SG3) 

Ceiling: exposed without covering (CC4) 

Walls: exposed without covering 

Alteration:- 
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Function: service space, stable 

Position: southeastern side of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 1.32x 3.12 m., 4.1 m2 

Height: 1.29 m. 

Opens to: hall (B07) 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: door 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: exposed without covering (SG4) 

Ceiling: exposed without covering (CC4) 

Walls: exposed without covering 

Alteration: - 
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Function: service space, toilet 

Position: eastern corner of the building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 2.21x 1.14 m., 2.5 m2 

Height: 2.53 m. 

Opens to: garden, furnace of bath (G10) 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: toilet pan, door with grill on it (D2), shutter 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: additional concrete covering (SG3) 

Ceiling: exposed without covering (CC4) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: additional floor covering 
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Function: service space, storage 

Position: southwestern of the building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 8.14x 4.19 m., 34.2 m2 

Height: 1.79 m. and 2.21 m. 

Opens to: hall (B13), garden 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: door opening, windows (WX) 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: 

Ceiling: exposed without covering (CC4) 

Walls: exposed without covering 

Alteration: additional division panes, closed window, missing entrance door 
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ID Name Characteristics of the Space 
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Function: circulation space, hall, passage 

Position: southwestern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: polygonal 

Size, Area: 11.28x 2.99x 8.54x 1.28x 2.74x 4.27 m., 37.25 m2 

Height: 2.30 m. 

Level: 0.00 
Opens to: garden and courtyard 

Light : luminous space, semi-open space 

Architectural Elements: pseudo arch (Bursa kemeri) 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: slate stone covering (SG1) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: additional iron post and brick masonry piers to support upper floor 
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Function: service space, stable (basement) 

Position: southern corner of main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 3.42x 3.23 m., 11.05 m2 

Height: 1.56 m. 

Level: -0.80 m. 

Opens to: courtyard, hall (B13) 

Light : gloomy space (lack of openings) 

Architectural Elements: door(DX), window(WX) 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: 

Ceiling: exposed without covering (CC4) 

Walls: exposed without covering 

Alteration: missing entrance door 
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Function: circulation space, hall 

Position: southwestern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: quadrangle 

Size, Area: 11.62x 3.50x 10.66x 3.58 m., 39.18 m2 

Height: 2.52, 2.13 and 2.04 m. 

Opens to: courtyard, street, hall (B04) 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: staircase, cupboard, panels 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden plank covering (FC2) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: 

Alteration: additional panels, converted staircase, additional cupboard, closed semi-open space 
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Function: main space, room, living 

Position: western corner of the main building 

Plan Schemes: pentagonal 

Size, Area: 4.13x 3.62x 2.02x 2.18x 3.30 m., 15.5 m2 

Height: 2.22 m. 

Opens to: courtyard, street and hall 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: closet system(CSX), fireplace(FX), cupboard(X), a window series and 

a window 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: additional shutter on fireplace 
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ID Name Characteristics of the Space 
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Function: main space, room, living 

Position: northern corner of the main building 

Plan Schemes: polygonal 

Size, Area: 5.96x 2.63x 0.30x 1.88x 5.17x 4.47 m., 24.8 m2 

Height: 2.12 m. 

Opens to: hall (G01), street 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: door, windows, closet systems (CSX,CSX), fireplace, shelves 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden plank covering (FC2) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration:- 
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Function: main space, room, living 

Position: northeastern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 4.68x 4.50 m., 21.9 m2 

Height: 2.52 m. 

Opens to: hall (G01), street 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: door, windows, closet system, fireplace, cupboard, niche, shelves 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden plank covering (FC2) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration:- 
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Function: main space, room; circulation and service spaces together with it 

Position: northeastern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 4.56x 4.43 m. (whole space), 20.2 m2 

hall: 2.64x 1.24 m. (3.3 m2 hall) 

bath: 1.51x 1.24 m. (1.9 m2 bath) 

Height: main 2.32, hall 2.45, bath 2.55 m. 

Opens to: hall (B04), room (G06) 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: door, windows, closet system, cupboards 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden plank covering (FC2) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration:- 
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Function: main space, room, living 

Position: southwestern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 3.43x 3.37 m., 12 m2 

Height: 2.56 m. 

Opens to: hall (B04), courtyard 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: door, window panes, cupboard 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden plank covering (FC2) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: 
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Function: circulation and service space 

Position: northwestern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 4.64x 3.38 m., 15.7 m2 

Height: 2.55 m. 

Opens to: hall (B07), hall(B13), courtyard 

Light: luminous space 

Architectural Elements: balustrade, arch_entrance as an element!! 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration:- 
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Function: main space, room, living 

Position: southwestern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 5.12x 4.50 m., 24 m2 

Height: 2.37,2.52 m. 

Opens to: hall (G07), hall(B14) 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: door, windows, closet system, fireplace, cupboard 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration:- 
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Function: circulation space 

Position: southeastern of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 4.50x 2.24 m., 10 m2 

Height: 2.0 m. 

Level:+1.32 m. 

Opens to: room (G08), hall (B14), garden 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: door, window series 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: closed windows 

 

 

24 

G
1

0
-B

A
T

H
 

M
a

in
 B

u
il

d
in

g
 

Function: service space, bath (furnace, 1.9 m2) 

Position: eastern corner of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 2.30x 2.05 m., 4.7 m2 

Height: 2.19 m. (at the center) 

Level: +1.35 m. 

Opens to: hall (G09), garden 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: door, window (W3), wash basin(kurna) 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: marble covering (FC3) 

Ceiling: domed or cascaded covering (CC1-1), flattened dome 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: additional concrete parts on the original floor covering 
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ID Name Characteristics of the Space 
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Function: main-living space, room 

Position: southern corner of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 4.27x 3.55 m., 15.2 m2 

Height: 2.30 m. 

Level:+1.60 m. 

Opens to: hall (B13), courtyard and garden 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: door, windows and window series, closet system (CS+G), shelves 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: addition/converted windows, renewed wall 
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Function: circulation space, living space, exterior hall 

Position: southwestern of the main building main building, semi-open space 

Plan Schemes:polygonal, elongated rectangular plan terminated with an L- formed articulation 

changing its orientation at one end, and a projection at the other 

Size, Area: 4.02x 3.01x 2.10x 2.24 m., 138.85 m2 

Height: 2.60 m., 3.03 m., 2.57 m., 2.39 m. 

Level: +3.41 m. (entrance of the F02), +2.98 m. (entrance of F03-F06), +3.44 m. (entrance of 

F08), +3.65 m. (entrance of F11 and wet spaces at the end of the hall) 

Opens to: courtyard and garden with through post series, street  

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: three staircases, balustrade, platforms, cupboard, shutter 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1) 

Ceiling: wooden decorated covering (CC2) 

Walls:plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: additional walls and elements, additional metal porch, closed openings, renewed 

staircase, painted with oil paint 
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Function: main- living space, room,  

Position: western corner of the main building 

Plan Schemes: quadrangle 

Size, Area: 4.31x 4.45x 4.31x 4.54 m., 19.4 m2 

Height: 2.31 m. (at the edges of the room), 2.75 m. (at the center of the room) 

Level: +3.71 m. 

Opens to: hall (F01), courtyard and street 

Light : luminous space due to window series on three sides 

Architectural Elements: window system (WS1), closet system (CS+G), fireplace (F3) 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1), 3x18x various 

Ceiling: domed or cascaded covering (CC1-2), square at center 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: In each of the window series a window is closed 
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Function: main space, room, living 

Position: northern corner of main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 6.30x 4.50 m., 28.4 m2 

Height: on ‘sekialtı’ 3.15 m., on ‘sekiüstü’ 2.83 m., and at the center of ‘sekiüstü’ 3.32 m. 

Level: floor levels different; sekialtı +2.98 m., sekiüstü +3.14 m. (0.16 m.) 

Opens to: street and hall (F01) 

Light : luminous space, window series on two sides 

Architectural Elements: opening system (OS), closet system (CS+G), fireplace (F1), cupboards 

(CB1, CB2), top windows, shelves 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1) 

Ceiling: domed or cascaded covering (CC1-3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 
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Function: main-living space, room 

Position: northeastern side of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 5.10 x 4.50 m., 23 m2 

Height: 3.03 m. 

Level: +2.98 m. 

Opens to: hall (F01) 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: opening system, window system, closet system (CS+G), fireplace 

(F2), cupboards (CB1), top window, shelves 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC2) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: additional shutters on fireplace 
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Function: main-living space, room 

Position: northeastern side of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 5.19x 4.50 m., 23.4 m2 

Height: 3.03 m. 

Level: +2.98 m. 

Opens to: hall (F01) 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: opening system (OS), closet system (CS+G), fireplace (F2), cupboards 

(CB1), top windows, shelves 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC2) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: additional shutters on fireplace 
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Function: main-living space, room,  

Position: northeastern side of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 6.25x 4.50 m., 28.6 m2 

Height: on ‘sekialtı’ 3.15 m., on ‘sekiüstü’ 2.83 m., and at the center of ‘sekiüstü’ 3.32 m. 

Level: floor levels different; sekialtı +2.98 m., sekiüstü +3.14 m. (0.16 m.) 

Opens to: hall (F01) 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: opening system (OS), closet system (CS+G), fireplace (F1), cupboards 

(CB1, CB2), top windows, shelves 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1) 

Ceiling: domed or cascaded covering (CC1-3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: missing element, seki 
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Function: could not be entered to the space, considered as a main space  

Position: northeastern side of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle (approximately) 

Size, Area: 6.37x 4.60 m., 29.3 m2 (approximately) 

Height:- 

Level:- 

Opens to: neighbour garden on the northeastern side, rear of the main building 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: opening system, interior of the space can not be observed. 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1) 

Ceiling: exposed without covering (roof can be seen) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 
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Function: main- living space, room 

Position: southeastern of the main building and surrounded by hall (F01) on three sides 

Plan Schemes: rectangle, except diagonal entrance 

Size, Area: 6.35x 4.50 m. and diagonal entrance 0.9 m., 28.25 m2 

Height: at the center of the dome 3.74 m. 

Level: floor levels different; sekialtı +3.44 m., sekiüstü +3.60 m. (0.17 m.) 

Opens to: hall (F01) 

Light : luminous space due to window series on two sides 

Architectural Elements: window series(WS3), closet system (CS), fireplace (F1), the transition 

elements (from dome to walls are pendentives), shutter (gusulhane) 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering (FC1), there is an empty space under the sekiüstü (50 cm.) 

Ceiling: domed or cascaded covering (CC1-4) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: painted with oil paint, additional shutters on fireplace 
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Function: service space, toilet 

Position: eastern corner of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Size, Area: 1.86x 2.15 m., 4 m2 

Height: 2.19 m. 

Level: +3.80 m. 

Opens to: abdestlik (F10) and garden 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: door (D3), window (W2), a hole 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: additional concrete covering (FC4) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: additional concrete floor covering 
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Function: service space, abdestlik 

Position: eastern corner of the main building, at the end of the hall (F01) 

Plan Schemes: polygonal 

Size, Area: 0.88x 1.62x 1.27x 1.68x 2.15x 3.45 m., 5.04 m2 

Height: 2.34 m. 

Level: +3.65 m. 

Opens to: hall (F01), toilet (F09) and garden 

Light : luminous space due to windows 

Architectural Elements: door (D3), window series (WS6) and, an additional or converted 

counter (as understood from its material, concrete), a small window (the gusulhane in the room 

(F08) opens to the abdestlik) 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: additional concrete covering (FC4) 

Ceiling: wooden covering without decoration (CC3) 

Walls: plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: additional concrete floor covering, additional or converted counter 
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Function: main- living space, kiosk room 

Position: southern corner of the main building 

Plan Schemes: rectangle, except diagonal entrance 

Size, Area: 4.27x 4.20 and diagonal entrance 0.90 m., 17.74m2 

Height: 2.44 m. 

Level: +3.65 m. 

Opens to: hall with a door, courtyard and garden with windows 

Light : luminous space due to windows on three sides 

Architectural Elements: closet system with a diagonal door (CS+G), window series (WS4) 

Architectonic Characteristics 

Floor: wooden covering, 18X 3X various cm. (FC1) 

Ceiling: domed or cascaded covering (CC1-5) 

Walls:plastered and colour washed 

Alteration: On the window, there is a drilled hole for stove pipes. 
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The space can not be entered. It is thought that the basement of annex-1 is partial and the space 

is a service space, probably used as storage or stable. 
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Function: circulation space 

Position: northern corner of annex-1 

Plan Schemes: polygonal 

Opens to: courtyard with a door and window, to room and kitchen with a door, to street with a 

window 

Light : luminous space, windows on two sides 

Architectural Elements: doors, windows 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering without decoration (CC3), wooden covering (FC2), 

plastered and washed 
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Function: main-living space 

Position: western corner 

Plan Schemes: quadrangle 

Opens to: hall (A1G1) with a door, street with windows on two sides 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: windows, a closet, a cupboard 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering without decoration (CC3), wooden covering (FC2), 

plastered and washed 
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Function: service space, toilet 

Position: southwestern side 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Opens to: kitchen with a door, street with a small window 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: small window, entrance door 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering (CC3), ceramic tile covering (SG3), plastered and 

washed 
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Function: service space, bath 

Position: southwestern side 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Opens to: kitchen with a door, street with a small window 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: window, door 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering without decoration (CC3), additional concrete covering 

(SG3), plastered and washed 
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Function: service space, kitchen 

Position: northeastern side 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Opens to: hall (A1G1) with a door, courtyard with a door and window 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: windows, a closet, a cupboard 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering without decoration (CC3), ceramic tile covering (SG3), 

plastered and washed 

 

43 

A
2

_
G

1
 -

 K
IT

C
H

E
N

 

A
n

n
ex

 -
 2

 

Function: main-living space 

Position: northeastern side of the building 

Plan Schemes: polygonal 

Opens to: courtyard 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: windows, a fireplace, a cupboard 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering without decoration (CC3), additional concrete covering 

(SG3), plastered and washed 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table B.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Characteristics of the Space 

44 

A
2

_
G

2
 -

 H
A

L
L

 

A
n

n
ex

 -
 2

 

Function: main-living space 

Position: southeastern side 

Plan Schemes: quadrangle 

Opens to: courtyard 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements:- 
Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering without decoration (CC3), additional concrete covering 

(SG2), plastered and washed 

 

45 

A
2

_
G

3
 -

 S
T

O
R

A
G

E
 

A
n

n
ex

 -
 2

 

Function: main-living space 

Position: western corner 

Plan Schemes: quadrangle 

Opens to: hall (A1G1) with a door, street with windows on two sides 

Light : gloomy space 

Architectural Elements: opening, small windows 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering without decoration (CC3),  additional concrete covering 

(SG2), exposed without covering 

 

46 

A
2

_
F

1
 -

 R
O

O
M

 

A
n

n
ex

 -
 2

 

Function: main-living space 

Position: northeastern side of the first floor of the building 

Plan Schemes: quadrangle 

Opens to: courtyard, hall 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements:  
Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering without decoration (CC3), wooden covering (FC2), 

plastered and washed 

 

47 

A
2

F
2

 -
 H

A
L

L
 

A
n

n
ex

-2
 

Function: main-living space 

Position: southeastern side of the first floor 

Plan Schemes: quadrangle 

Opens to: courtyard and the rooms 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: a niche, wooden steps 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering without decoration (CC3), wooden covering (FC2), 

plastered and washed 

 

48 

A
2

F
3

 -
 R

O
O

M
 

A
n

n
ex

-2
 

Function: main-living space 

Position: southern corner 

Plan Schemes: quadrangle 

Opens to: street, courtyard 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: windows, a closet system 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: wooden covering without decoration (CC3), wooden covering (FC2), 

plastered and washed 

 

49 

A
3

G
1

 -
 

B
U

IL
D

IN
G

 

A
n

n
ex

 -
 3

 

Function: main building of annex-3 

Position: southeastern side 

Plan Schemes: rectangle formed 

Opens to: street with an entrance door and a window, courtyard of Bekirbeyler House with 

windows, garden with a door and a window 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: hipped roof, marseille roof tiles, concrete covering in general (SG3), 

plastered and washed 

 

50 

A
3

G
2

 -
 G

A
R

D
E

N
 

A
n

n
ex

 –
 3

 

Function: garden of annex-3, open space 

Position: notheastern side 

Plan Schemes: rectangle 

Opens to: the main building of annex-3 opens to the space 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: there is an additional shelter 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: open space, the additional shelter is metal, concrete covering (SG3), 

exposed without covering, concrete block bond 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table B.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Characteristics of the Space 

51 

C
O

U
R

T
Y

A
R

D
 Function: courtyard, open space (plot-1, 2 and 29) 

Position: southwestern side, the largest spatial element in the building 

Plan Schemes: polygonal 

Opens to: streets with courtyard entrance doors 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: additional toilets, sinks, additional concrete flower beds, additional 

walls which divided the courtyard into three parts like main building. 

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: -, slate stone covering (SG1), plastered and colour washed 

52 

G
A

R
D

E
N

 

Function: courtyard, open space (plot- 29) 

Position: southeastern side 

Plan Schemes: polygonal 

Opens to: courtyard with a passage, the window series or openings of main building open to 

the garden, the toilet (B11) opens to garden 

Light : luminous space 

Architectural Elements: additional toilets, sinks, additional concrete flower beds, building 

ruins,  

Ceiling, Floor, Wall: -, exposed without covering, earth covering (SG4), exposed without 

covering 
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APPENDIX C 

 

TABLE OF ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT ANALYSIS 

 

Table C.1. (Architectural Elements) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

1 

O
p

en
in

g
 S

y
st

em
 (

O
S

) 

Location: F03, F04, F05, F06, (observed) F07 

Room entrance door together with 3 bottom and 3 top windows (90x116 cm.), providing light 

to room from hall (sofa). 

Alteration State: Closed or broken top windows, oil painted, damages because of natural 

effects 

 

 

 

Opening System The entrance door 

 

  

 

 

  

   

  

The window shutters and 

wooden grills of windows, 

exterior and interior views 

Exterior and interior 

views of top windows 

Details of entrance door 

 

 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

2 

W
in

d
o

w
 S

y
st

em
-1

 (
W

S
1

) 

Location: F02 

Windows on two sides of a projection; three bottom (without top window) on one side and one 

bottom on the other (102x 196), providing light to room from open space. Half wooden grills 

on the windows. The windows open to the street or courtyard. 

  

3 

W
in

d
o

w
 S

y
st

em
-2

 (
W

S
2

) 

 

Location: F03 

Windows on two sides of a projection; three bottom and three top windows on one side and 

one bottom and one top window on the other, providing light to room from open space. 

Wooden grills on the windows. 

 

Window system-2 (WS2) 

 

Interior view of window system-2 
 

4 

W
in

d
o

w
 S

y
st

em
-3

 (
W

S
3

) 

Location: F08-room 

Windows on two sides the room; three bottom windows on two sides (95x160 cm), providing 

light to room from hall. Half wooden grills on the windows. Their height from the sekiüstü 50 

cm. 

  

5 

W
in

d
o

w
 S

y
st

em
-4

 (
W

S
4

) 

Location: F11, G11 

Windows in form of 2 or 3 bottom window series, extending the room to the courtyard, garden 

or hall; no top windows, half wooden grills on the windows, shutters of some are removed. 

The height from floor is 45 cm, proportion : 1 / 1.7. 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

6 

W
in

d
o

w
 S

y
st

em
-5

 (
W

S
5

) 

Location: F01 (hall) 

The wooden hall windows, which open to street, are on the projection. The window system 

was renewed with the same material, different dimension. 

 

 

 

7 

W
in

d
o

w
 S

y
st

em
-6

 (
W

S
6

) 

Location: F10 

Service window series on first floor 

 

 

8 

W
in

d
o

w
 S

y
st

em
-7

 (
W

S
7

) 

Location: G02 

On ground floor, window series without grill and shutter 

 

 

 

 

W
in

d
o

w
 S

y
st

em
-8

 (
W

S
8

) 

Location: G08, G09 

On ground floor, window series with shutter and half grills 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

10 

C
o

u
rt

y
a

rd
 E

n
tr

a
n

ce
 D

o
o

rs
 (

D
1
) 

Location: Courtyard 

Gateways providing entrance to the courtyard, double leafs out of wood whose of one is 

renewed with iron. 

 

 
 

Entrance Door of unit-1, Plot-1, wooden 

 

 
 

Entrance Door of unit-2, Plot-2, wooden 

 

 
 

Entrance Door of unit-3, Plot-29, iron 

 
 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

11 

B
a

se
m

en
t 

S
p

a
ec

e 
D

o
o

rs
 (

D
2

) 

Single leaf doors out of wood providing entrance to basement level service spaces which 

opens to courtyard directly, wooden plank are put together with wooden metal studs. 

 

B01- kitchen 

 

B02- hall 

 

B03- stable 

 

B06- storage 

 

B10- stable 

 

B11- toilet 

 

B12- storage 

 

B14- stable 
 

12 

O
ri

g
in

a
l/

 R
en

ew
ed

 I
n

te
ri

o
r 

D
o

o
rs

 (
D

3
) 

Single leaf doors out of wood providing entrance to main living spaces on ground and 

basement floor 

 

G03- room 

 

G06- room 

 

B08- room 

 

Single leaf doors out of wood providing entrance to wet spaces on first floor 

 

F09-toilet 

 

F10-abdestlik 
 

13 

A
d

d
it

io
n

a
l 

D
o

o
rs

 (
D

4
) 

 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

14 

O
ri

g
in

a
l/

 R
en

ew
ed

 W
in

d
o

w
s 

(W
1

) 

 

 

 

G01 

 

G02 

 

 

G03 

 

G03 

 

G11 

 

 

15 

S
er

v
ic

e 
S

p
a

ce
 W

in
d

o
w

s 
(W

2
) 

Location: Gusulhane (F08), toilet (F09), B01, B08, B11, B12, B14 

 

 

 

B12 
 

G10 

 

F09 

 

 

 

16 

A
d

d
it

io
n

a
l 

W
in

d
o

w
s 

(W
3

) 

 

 

 

 

G03 

 

G04 

 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

17 

D
o

m
ed

 o
r 

C
a

sc
a

d
ed

 C
ei

li
n

g
 

(C
C

1
)-

1
 

Location: G10- Bath 

Flattened dome ceiling 

 

18 

D
o

m
ed

 o
r 

C
a

sc
a

d
ed

 C
ei

li
n

g
 

(C
C

1
)-

2
 

Location: F02- Room 

Cascaded ceiling, wooden decorated square center. 

 

  
 

19 

D
o

m
ed

 o
r 

C
a

sc
a

d
ed

 C
ei

li
n

g
 

(C
C

1
)-

3
 

Location: F03, F06 

Cascaded ceiling, wooden decorated octagonal center. 

 

  
  

 

20 

D
o

m
ed

 o
r 

C
a

sc
a

d
ed

 C
ei

li
n

g
 

(C
C

1
)-

4
 

Location: F08- room 

Domed ceiling, wooden laths, lime plaster reinforced with straw, lime plaster and colour 

washed. Herbal figures exist under the paint. 

  
 

21 

D
o

m
ed

 o
r 

C
a

sc
a

d
ed

 C
ei

li
n

g
 

(C
C

1
)-

5
 

Location: F11 (room), G11 (room) 

Wooden decorated ceiling, curvilinear transition from ceiling to walls. 

 

   
 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

22 

C
ei

li
n

g
,,
 W

o
o

d
en

 D
ec

o
ra

te
d

 

C
o

v
er

in
g

 (
C

C
2

) 

Location: F01, F04, F05 

Wooden decorated covering, a variety of details 

 

  
 

23 

C
ei

li
n

g
, 

W
o

o
d

en
 P

la
n

k
 

W
it

h
o

u
t 

D
ec

o
ra

ti
o

n
 (

C
C

3
) Location: B01, B05, B07, B08, B13; ground floor spaces except G10-bath, F09,F10 

Simple wooden covering, in secondary importance spaces. 

 

24 

C
ei

li
n

g
, 

E
x

p
o

se
d

  

W
it

h
o

u
t 

C
o

v
er

in
g

 (
C

C
4

) Location: B02, B03, B04, B06, B09, B10, B11, B12, B14 

 

 

25 

F
lo

o
r,

 W
o
o

d
en

 

C
o

v
er

in
g

 (
F

C
1

) 

Location: G02, G07-G09 ,G11, F01-F08, F11 

 

   
 

26 

F
lo

o
r,

 W
o
o

d
en

 P
la

n
k

 

C
o

v
er

in
g

 (
F

C
2

) 

Location: G01, G03, G04 

 

 

27 

F
lo

o
r,

 M
a

rb
le

 

C
o

v
er

in
g

 (
F

C
3

) 

Location: bath-G10, gusulhane of F08-room 

 

  

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

28 

F
lo

o
r,

 A
d

d
it

io
n

a
l 

C
o
n

cr
et

e 

C
o

v
er

in
g

 (
F

C
4

) 

Location: 

 

29 

S
la

b
 o

n
 G

ra
d

e,
 S

la
te

 S
to

n
e 

C
o

v
er

in
g

 (
S

G
1

) 

Location: Courtyard, B02, B03, B05, B06, B13 

 

 

B13 

 

B06 

 

30 

S
la

b
 o

n
 G

ra
d

e,
 W

o
o

d
en

  

C
o

v
er

in
g

 (
S

G
2

) 

Location: B08, B12, G05, G06 

 

 

B12 

31 

S
la

b
 o

n
 G

ra
d

e,
 C

o
n

cr
et

e/
  

C
er

a
m

ic
 T

il
e 

C
o

v
er

in
g

 (
S

G
3

) Location: B01, B07, B09, B11, G05 (bath, hall) 

 

 

B07 

 

B08 
 

32 

S
la

b
 o

n
 G

ra
d

e,
 E

x
p

o
se

d
  

W
it

h
o

u
t 

C
o

v
er

in
g

 (
S

G
4

) 

Location: Garden, B04, B10, B14 

 

 
B04 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

33 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
 G

u
su

lh
a

n
e 

 

(B
0

8
) 

Two leveled closet system with shutters. Top level: central cupboards suitable for storing mats 

and blankets and arched niche for presentation of objects or placement of mirror, side 

cupboards with shelves and sometimes also with shutters for small utensils, bathing unit with 

shutter and entrance door added to two end. Bottom level: only drawers. The material of some 

parts are new and reliefs on niche are unclear because of plaster and paint. 

 

34 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
 G

u
su

lh
a

n
e 

 

(G
0

2
) 

Two leveled closet system; entrance door at one side, central cupboards with shutters suitable 

for storing mats and blankets, a side cupboard in form of a niche for small utensils and a 

bathing unit with shutter added to the other side. 

 

35 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
 G

u
su

lh
a

n
e 

 

(G
0

3
-1

) 

Two leveled closet system; entrance door, central cupboards with shutters suitable for storing 

mats and blankets, bathing unit with shutter added to one end. 

 

36 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
 G

u
su

lh
a

n
e 

G
1

1
 

Two leveled closet system without shutters. Top level: central cupboards suitable for storing 

mats and blankets, bathing unit with shutter and entrance door added to two end. Bottom level: 

only shutters. 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

37 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
 G

u
su

lh
a

n
e 

(F
0

2
) 

Two leveled closet system with shutters. Entrance door at the centre, closet suitable for storing 

mats and blankets, arched niche (88 cm. from floor) for presentation of objects or placement of 

mirror, bathing unit with shutter added to one end. Bottom level: only drawers. Two closed 

windows on two side of the closet system their frames are observed from facades. 

 

38 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
G

u
su

lh
a

n
e 

(F
0

3
-F

0
6

) 

 

Location: F03, F06 

Two leveled closet system with shutters and three arched element, direklik. Central cupboards 

suitable for storing mats and blankets without shutter, narrow cupboards with shelves flanking 

the two sides of the central unit, entrance door at one corner, bathing unit with shutter added to 

the other corner. Bottom level: only a shutter.  

 

  

 

  
 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

39 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
 G

u
su

lh
a

n
e 

(F
0

4
-F

0
5

) 

Two leveled closet system with shutters. Central cupboards suitable for storing mats and 

blankets with shutter, narrow cupboards with shelves flanking the two sides of the central unit, 

entrance door at one corner, bathing unit with shutter added to the other corner. Bottom level: 

only a shutter. 

 

F04 (room) 

 

F05 (room) 

Two leveled closet system with shutters. Central cupboards suitable for storing mats and 

blankets without shutter, narrow cupboards with shelves flanking the two sides of the central 

unit, entrance door at one corner, bathing unit with shutter added to the other corner. Bottom 

level: only a shutter. It seems to be renewed as understood from the material usage and 

craftmanshift. 

40 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
 G

u
su

lh
a

n
e 

(F
1

1
) 

Central arched niche for presentation of objects or placement of mirror with three small niches 

on both sides of the central niche and a cupboard in entrance space, bathing unit with shutter 

added to one end. Reliefs on niche unclear because of additional plaster and paint. The corner 

entrance crowned with a squinch and cornice, single leaf door out of wood, providing entrance 

to the main space room (F11). 

 

41 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
o

u
t 

G
u

su
lh

a
n

e
 

(G
0

3
-2

) 

Two leveled closet system with shutters. Top level: central cupboards suitable for storing mats 

and blankets, side cupboards with shelves and sometimes also with shutters for small utensils, 

arched niche for presentation of objects or placement of mirror. Bottom level: only shutters. 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

42 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
o

u
t 

G
u

su
lh

a
n

e 

(G
0

4
) 

Two leveled closet system with shutters. Top level: central cupboards suitable for storing mats 

and blankets, side cupboards with shelves and sometimes also with shutters for small utensils, 

bathing unit with shutter added to one end. Bottom level: only shutters. 

 

43 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
o

u
t 

G
u

su
lh

a
n

e 

(G
0

5
) 

Two leveled closet system with four shutters suitable for storing mats and blankets at the top 

level, drawers and shutters at the bottom level. Material characteristics and craftmanshift are 

not original. 

 

44 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
o

u
t 

G
u

su
lh

a
n

e 

(G
0

8
) 

Two leveled closet system with shutters. Entrance door and shelves at the sides. Top level: 

central cupboards suitable for storing mats and blankets without shutter, side cupboards with 

shelves and sometimes also with shutters for small utensils. Bottom level: only shutters. 

 

45 

C
lo

se
t 

S
y

st
em

 w
it

h
o

u
t 

G
u

su
lh

a
n

e 
(F

0
8

) 

Central arched niche for presentation of objects or placement of mirror with three small niches 

on its both sides and a cupboard in entrance space, closet with shutters and entrance door. 

Elevated space (sekiüstü) dividing elements (h:60 cm from sekiüstü). The niche was oil 

painted. The corner entrance crowned with a squinch and cornice, single leaf door out of 

wood, providing entrance to the main space room (F08). 

 

Closet system of F08- room 

 

Entrance door of F08 
 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

46 

P
se

u
d

o
-a

rc
h

 (
‘B

u
rs

a
 k

em
er

i'
) 

Location: G13, G07 

 

    

 

47 

P
la

tf
o

rm
s 

a
n

d
 E

x
te

n
si

o
n

s 

Location: F01 

 

48 

S
ta

ir
ca

se
1

(S
C

1
) 

Location: G01, reaches to F01 

 

  

 

49 

S
ta

ir
ca

se
2

 (
S

C
2

) 

Location: G01, reaches to F01 

 

    

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

50 

S
ta

ir
ca

se
3

 (
S

C
3

) 

Location: G13, courtyard reaches to F01 (renewed with new material) 

 

 

 

 

51 

S
ta

ir
ca

se
4

 (
S

C
4

) 

Location: B02, reaches to G01 (new material, converted or additional element) 

 

 

 

52 

B
a

lu
st

ra
d

e 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

53 

F
ir

ep
la

ce
-1

 (
F

1
) 

Location: F03, F06, F08 

 

   

F03 F06 F08 
 

54 

F
ir

ep
la

ce
-2

 (
F

2
) 

Location: 

Ziggurat formed, in some aspects similar to F1, however less decorated. Two of them has an 

additional shutter on bottom level, while the area. 

 

 

 

 

F05 F04 G08 
 

55 

F
ir

ep
la

ce
-3

 (
F

3
) 

Location: B08, G02, G03, F02 

Single unit fireplace, gypsum details on top level, marble elements and with or without shutter 

addition on bottom level.  

 

B08 

 

G02 

 

G03 

 

G04 

 

F02 

 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

56 

C
u

p
b

o
a

rd
1

 (
C

B
1

) 

Location: With drawer (F03, F04, F05, F06), without drawer (F04, F05, F06) 

Characteristic cupboard element of room row (F03-F06) with shutter or drawer at the 

circulation zone. 

  
 

57 

C
u

p
b

o
a

rd
2

 (
C

B
2

) 

Location: F03, F04, F06 

Characteristic cupboard element of room row with shutter at the circulation zone. 

 

58 

C
u

p
b

o
a

rd
3

 (
C

B
3

) 

Location: G02, G04, 05, G06, G08, F01 

Single unit cupboard with shutter at the circulation zone. 

 

F01- hall 

 

G02- room 

 

G04- room 

 

G05- room 

 

G06- room 

 

G08- room 
 

(cont. on next page) 



 

 

161 

 

Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

59 

S
h

u
tt

er
 

Location: F01-hall (opens to roof), B11-toilet (opens to furnace külhan) 

Storage space shutter at the ceiling zone. 

 

F01- hall (Shutter that opens to roof) 

 

B11- toilet (Shutter that opens to furnace) 
 

60 

S
ek

i 

Location: F03-room, F06-room (the trace) 

Wooden sitting elements in room, 30-35 cm in height, 85 cm in width. 

 

 
 

61 

N
ic

h
e 

Location: G04-room, gusulhane in F08 (room) 

Arched niche, for presentation of objects or placement of functional element. 

 

G04-room 

 

F08-room 

 

62 

S
h

el
v

es
 ‘

S
er

g
en

’ 

Location: G02 (two sides of the fireplace), G04, G05, G11, F02, F03, F06 (rooms) 

Narrow wooden projection for placing daily utensils and food at the ceiling zone. 

 
F03, F06 

 
F03, F06 

 
F03, F06 

 

G11 

 

G02 

 

G03 
 

63 

W
a

sh
 B

a
si

n
, 

K
u

rn
a
 

Location: G10-bath 

Marble wash basin with trace of double faucets. 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Table C.1. (cont.) 

ID Name Location and Morphologic Characteristics 

64 

M
a

rb
le

 S
in

k
 

Location: Courtyard (unit- 3) 

Rectangular sink carved out of marble, 45 cm in height from ground. 

 

65 

T
o

il
et

 P
a
n

 

Location: B11-Toilet 

Original toilet pan out of marble. 

 

66 

C
er

a
m

ic
 J

a
rs

 

Location: B03, B06 (Storages) 

Original ceramic jars for storing raisins, figs, olives, olive oil, etc. 

 

67 

T
h

re
sh

o
ld

 

 

Location: All spaces 

Wooden threshold defining the entrance zone. 

 

68 

B
a

se
b

o
a

rd
 

Location: All spaces 

Wooden baseboard (h: 10 cm) finishing the joint between wall and floor covering. 
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APPENDIX D 

 

ANALYSIS OF CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUE AND MATERIAL USAGE 

 

 

Figure D.1. Legend of the Structural Characteristics 
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Figure D.2. Structural Characteristics: Basement Floor Plan (-0.96 and +0.20 Level) 
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Figure D.3. Structural Characteristics: Ground Floor Plan (+0.20 and +1.60 Level) 
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Figure D.4. Structural Characteristics: First Floor Plan (+2.98 and +3.80 Level) 
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Figure D.5. Structural Characteristics: Annexes 
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APPENDIX E 

 

OWNERSHIP OF THE CITY BLOCK 114 in 1983 

 

 

Figure E.1. Ownership of the City Block 114 in 1983 

(Source: Gültekin, 1983) 
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APPENDIX F 

 

THE LISTING DECISION AND INVENTORY SHEETS 

 

 

Figure F.1. The Listing decision and inventory sheets  

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1993) 
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Figure F.2. The Listing decision and inventory sheets  

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1993) 
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Figure F.3. The Listing decision and inventory sheets 

(RT Ministry of Culture, 1993) 



 

 

172 

 

 

Figure F.4. The Listing decision and inventory sheets 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1993) 
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Figure F.5. The Listing decision and inventory sheets  

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1993) 
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Figure F.6. The Listing decision and inventory sheets 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1993) 
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APPENDIX G 

 

KULA CONSERVATION AIMED DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

NOTES 

 

 

Figure G.1. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.2. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.3. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes  

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.4. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes  

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.5. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.6. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes  

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.7. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.8. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.9. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.10. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.11. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.12. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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Figure G.13. Kula Conservation Aimed Development Plan Notes 

(Source: RT Ministry of Culture, 1994) 
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APPENDIX H 

 

JOURNALS ON KULA AND THE STUDIED BUILDING 

 

 

Figure H.1. The news of Bekirbeyler House was granted to Kula Municipality 

(Source: Web site, Manisa haberleri) 

 

 

Figure H.2. The news of Bekirbeyler House was granted to Kula Municipality 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2011/pg.22) 
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Figure H.3. The news about monuments in Kula, Old Prison and BeĢ Ulalı Fountain 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2011/pg.22) 
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Figure H.4. The news about monuments in Kula, Meryem Ana Church 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2011/ pg.31) 

 

 

Figure H.5. The news of Kula Geopark 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2011/ pg.23) 
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Figure H.6. The news of Börtlüce Cave 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2011/ pg.23) 

 

 

Figure H.7. The news of Zafer Primary School 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2009/ pg.4) 

 

 

Figure H.8. The news of natural monuments in Kula 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2009/ pg.16) 
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Figure H.9. The news of Kula cultural tourism 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2009/ pg.17) 
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Figure H.10. The news of Kula houses 

(Source: Milliyet, 11.02.1979, pg.22) 
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Figure H.11. The Newspaper column about Kula houses 

(Source: Milliyet, 15.03.1985, pg.3) 
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Figure H.12. The news of Kula Urban Site 

(Source: Milliyet, 27.04.1988, pg.7) 

 

 

Figure H.13. The news of Kula Urban Site 

(Source: Milliyet, 10.07.1988, pg.10) 
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Figure H.14. The news of Kula Urban Site 

(Source: Milliyet, Aktüalite 08.05.1988, pg.22) 
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Figure H.15. The news of Kula Urban Site 

(Source: Milliyet, Aktüalite 08.05.1988, pg.23) 

 



 

 

198 

 

 

Figure H.16. The news of the Meryem Ana Church in Kula 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2013/ pg.14) 
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Figure H.17. The news of the Old Prison in Kula 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2013/pg.11) 

 

 

Figure H.18. The news of Kula Urban Site 

(Source: Milliyet, 30.01.1980, pg.8) 
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Figure H.19 The news of Kula 

(Source: Milliyet 25.11.1982, pg.3) 
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Figure H.20. The news of Kula 

(Source: Milliyet,Renk, 25.05.1984, pg.4) 
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Figure H.21. The news about monuments in Kula 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2013/pg.9) 
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Figure H.22. The news of fairy chimneys, Kuladokya 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2013/Pg.3) 
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Figure H.23. The news of geopark 

(Source: Hürriyet Seyahat, 05.08.2013) 
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Figure H.24. The news of geopark 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2013/pg.12) 

 

 

Figure H.25. The news of geothermal source in Kula 

(Source: Kula Municipality bulletin of service 2011/pg.7) 

 


